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YS 
This War and the Other 
S, Automobile Unity 
le There Passes a Champion 
yr Reeves Reminisces 
5 By 
r Chris Sinsabaugh 
. SLL, WE'RE IN IT! Our dogs 
n of war have been unleashed 
and are in full-cry pursuit of the 
n memies of peace! And more than 
d ver the automobile industry will 
% called upon to arm the nation 
5 and its allies and make possible 
? he eventual victory that is our 
ir iestiny. Like the old song in the 


ither battle with Germany, “There’s 
e 1 long, long trail a-winding,” but 
the might of America must prevail 
by the time we come to the end of 
hat road. We must grin and bear 
it with this belief in mind. We can 
fo the grinning and bearing ‘it 
better though, now that the other 
hoe has been dropped by Japan, 
Italy and Germany, in the order 
named, and the uncertainty re- 
moved thereby. 

* + # 
COMPARING this with the other 
orld war, which I watched 
through automobile goggles, I now 
understand the difference between 
he two. In that other war, we did 
not have the worries we now ex- 
perience. It was “business as usual” 
nen so far as the motor industry 
as concerned. This industry of 
urs was not called upon to tear 
itself to pieces to furnish arma- 
ment for not only Uncle Sam, but 
his allies as well, the way it is to- 
lay. True, we built thousands of 
‘ars and trucks for war purposes; 
manufactured the Liberty aviation 
ngine, crude as compared with 
ne present-day product; Henry 
Ford built his Eagle boats for the 
sovernment under the direction of 
sill Knudsen, today’s OPM direc- 
(See SPARKS, Page 23, Col. 1) 


The Top Ten 

mat — > Re- 
ported tne Autemsetioe Neue weday: 
1941 1940 
Make Pos. 

1—814,384 Chevrolet 701,605— 1 
2—552,382 Ford 447,748— 2 
3—417,457 Plymouth 369,787— 3 
4—278,798 Buick 242,289— 4 
5—259,670 Pontiac 189,786— 5 
6—209,284 Olds 161,943— 7 
7—196,578 Dodge 165,865— 6 
8—132,641 Chrysler  80,103— 9 
9—102,819 Studebaker 86,577— 8 
10— 83,699 De Soto 59,582—13 

Total All Makes 
8,414,218 2,817,600 


For complete standing of all 
> oon Page 19, this issue. 
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[All Civilian Output 
Is Subordinated to 
Victory Program 


Seven-Day Week Ordered 
In 5 Vital Industries; 
Truckers Plead 


By William Ullman 
Washington Correspondent 


WASHINGTON. — Swift 
action was taken in the Capi- 
tal last week to meet the ex- 
traordinary demands of war 
upon the nation’s industrial 
and business machine. In all plans, 
the automotive industry is as- 


signed an outstanding role; every 
action taken will affect this in- 


OPA Starts Discussion 


On Used Car Prices 
WASHINGTON. — OPA will 


meet Tuesday with used-car 
price book publishers to discuss 


a floor on used car prices. 

There are no indications when, 
or if, such a ceiling will be 
promulgated; nor are there any 
details on how OPA expects to 
police such an order. 


dustry in some degree. From here 
on until victory is assured, all e’se 
will be subordinated. 

In every line of civilian durable 
goods production, there will be 
immediate and drastic curtail- 
ment. 

Wholesale and retail price 
freezing orders will be widely is- 
sued. 

Remaining supplies of critical 

(Continued on Page 16, Col. 3) 


Makers Pledge 
Full Cooperation 
In War Effort 


DETROIT.—Pledging the auto- 
motive industry’s full cooperation 
in the nation’s armament program, 
Automobile Manufacturers Assn. 


Friday issued the following state- sumers’ a — Ran ges 

t ignature of Alvan| governmen ursday banned, un- 
a oe til Dec. 22, the sale of new automo- 
bile tires, “except on preference- 


Macauley, president: 

“While rapidly changing con- 
ditions make it impossible at 
this time for anyone to appraise 

the industry 
outlook in de- 
tail, there are a 
few basic con- 
siderations 
which I think 
are certainties, 
and which may 
be useful sign- 
posts for all of 
us during the 
trying days 
eo ahead. sais 
Maca “It is ce n, 
Alvan Macauley «+ of all, that 
the productive resources 0 s 
Sones will be vitally important 
to the nation. For more than a 
(Continued on Page 23, Col. 4) 








Special to Automotive News 






Face the Facts, BUT ... 
Don’t Give Up the Ship 


War is upon us—complete victory is our goal. 
Naturally there will be hardships for everyone, car 
dealers particularly. 

But there are many reasons why dealers should not, 
after facing the facts, give up the ship. The nation’s 
economic well-being and that of the dealers themselves 
are only two reasons. Before discussing other reasons, 
let’s first look at the facts: 

1. New-car production already has been slashed an- 
other 25 percent for December, 50 percent for January; 
more may come later. 

2. Tire sales are banned until Dec. 22; their supply 
will be limited after that time; no spare tire on new 
cars from now on. 

3. Price ceilings are imminent on both new and used 
cars; control over used-car allowances and dealer profits 
is in the offing. 2. 2 

Now let’s look at some of the reasons why dealers 
should make every effort to stay in business: 

1. It’s vital to the nation that cars and trucks re- 
main in running condition; the servicing of these 
32,000,000 vehicles will provide huge potential business 
for dealers. 

2. Emphasis will be placed on replacement parts, as- 
suring necessary material for servicing and recon- 
ditioning. 

3. The nation may readily need the facilities and 
skilled labor of dealerships to speed production of war 
equipment. 

4. There are numerous non-automotive sidelines that 
might be merchandised profitably by car dealers. 

5. The automobile business is a pretty profitable 
business to be in, after all, and it might be well to be 
still in it when the national crisis is over and the auto- 
mobile resumes its former place in the sun. 

And, after all, how many “bridges” do we cross — 
only to find there weren’t any? 





Tire Sales Banned to Halt 


Buying Wave; Spares Out 


rating orders of A-3 or higher.” 
The restriction does not apply, how- 
ever, to “the sale of used tires and 
tubes, retreaded tires, or to sale of 
tires and tubes furnished with new 
or used automotive vehicles.” 

The OPM issued a separate order 
later Thursday, eliminating the 

(See TIRES, Page 18, Col. 5) 


WASHINGTON.—To halt “a con- 


Detroit Dealers Offer 


To Produce War Parts 

DETROIT. — Pledging un- 
qualified support in the national 
emergency, Detroit dealers sent 
telegrams Thursday to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt and William S. 
Knudsen offering their facilities 
and workers “for any type of 
production to further hasten the 
manufacturing of much-needed 
war parts.” 

The telegrams, dispatched by 
Detroit Auto Dealers Assn. and 
signed by Paul T. Graves, man- 
ager, pointed out that “many of 
our men are skilled in manu- 
facturing operations.” 


By Pete Wemhoff 

ging Editor 
DETROIT.— Impact of the war 
on new-car sales last week resulted 
in spotty conditions, with some 
areas reporting activity at a stand- 
still while others noted sharp up- 
turns as customers rushed to pur- 
chase cars before supplies are ex- 

hausted. 

Worst effect on sales was re- 
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ire Sales Banned Till Dec. 22; Spares Out 


AR SLASHES CAR OUTPUT 50% 


ar Industry Gets Huge War Role 


December Total 
Cut to 153,636; 
January 102,424 


Feb. Quotas Are Held Up; 
Light Truck Total 
Also Reduced 


DETROIT.—War, with its 
resultant pinch on materials 
(especially rubber) and ma- 
chinery, last week forced 
these changes in the automo- 
tive production picture: 

OPM ordered December new- 

car production curtailed by an- 
other 25 percent, limiting the 
month’s total to 153,636 cars as 
compared with the previous limit 
of 204,848, 

2 January new-car output was 
cut an additional 50 percent, 
trimming that month’s quota to 


New Quotas 


Dee. 
(941 
33,885 
12,302 
10,768 


Other Companies 
Studebaker 


Willys-Overland 

Crosley 
BE ME in ccndacesnas 
GRAND TOTAL 





102,424 cars, or 75 percent below 
January 1941. 
Light-truck production for De- 
cember, originally set at 24,169 
was curtailed to 18,127 units; Jan- 
uary quota was reduced from 24,- 
169 to 12,084. 
4 February’s car and light-truck 
output quotas, announced Nov. 
19, have been revoked pending 
further study, with indications that 
the February quotas will be still 
lower. Best informed observers in 
Washington do not believe that car 
production will be wiped out en- 
tirely, although they agree that 
(See OUTPUT, Page 16, Col. 5) 


War Hysteria Hits Car Sales 
In Some Areas, Not in Others 


ported from western areas, where 
air-raid scares played hob not only 
with the public’s thinking but also 
with dealer activities. Mid-contin- 
ent areas were more near normal. 

It was the consensus of opinion, 
however, that car sales would shoot 
upward sharply, once the initial 
war shock is passed and the fur- 
ther curtailment of new-car pro- 

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1) 
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Some Areas Show Decline, 


Others Report an Upturn 


(Continued from Page 1) 


duction is realized. No one doubts 
that demand will far outstrip sup- 
ply of new cars in the coming 
months, with government allocation 
of vehicles to consumers probable. 


Because of the war, December 
retail sales are expected to differ 
from the 275,000 cars and trucks 
estimated to have been sold during 
November. The November figure is 
up about 8 percent from October's 
240,000 sales but down about 32 
percent from November a year ago. 


Sales of motor cars and trucks 
to consumers by General Motors 
Corp. took an upturn in November, 
while sales to dealers were declin- 
ing, checking the trend of mount- 
ing stocks in dealers hands. GM’s 
retail sales in November totaled 
126,281 vehicles, compared with 
103,854 in October, and 181,421 in 
November, 1940. 


GM’s November sales to U. S. 
dealers at 153,904 units compared 
with 162,543 in the preceding month 
and 198,064 in the like month last 
year. November sales to dealers in 
the U. S. and Canada, including 
export shipments, were 171,412 
units, against 179,120 in October 
and 217,406 in November a year 
ago. 

Sales to United States consum- 
ers in the first 11 months of 1941 
were 1,946,530 units, against 1,652,- 
631 in the like 1940 period; sales to 
dealers in the U. S, 1,950,359 against 
1,655,881, and sales to dealers in the 

. S. and Canada, including ex- 
ports, 2,135,645, against 1,801,732. 

Studebaker’s retail deliveries in 
the U. S. for November totaled 6,- 
959 passenger cars and trucks, 
bringing deliveries for the first 11 
months of the year to 113,476 units. 
In November, 1940, retail deliveries 
were 8,314 units and for the first 
11 months last year deliveries 
amounted to 96,894 units. 


Studebaker factory sales in No- 
vember totalled 13,340 cars and 
trucks. This compares with 10,945 
factory sales in November a year 
ago. For the first eleven months of 
the year factory sales were 122,521 
Passenger cars and trucks as com- 
pared to 107,190 units in the same 
period of 1940. 

Following are telegraphic reports 
from Automotive News correspon- 
dents on sales in the past week: 

NEW YORK. — City’s first air- 
raid alarms and initial shock of 
war diverted attention of consum- 
ers, with a resultant slight setback 
in all retail trade here, but an 
early pickup in buying is antici- 
pated. 

SEATTLE. — Sales in this areu 
last week were slightly under pre- 
vious week, but there was no 
marked reduction. Business was 
very slow opening week in De- 
cember so there couldn’t be much 
reduction last week. T. D. Davis, 
president of Seattle Automobile 
Dealers Assn., said “some sales are 
being made and, after the first 





News Roundup... 


Declaration of war last week churned up plenty of news regard- 
ing the automotive industry. Following are highlights of past 
week’s events, covered more fully elsewhere in today’s AUTOMOTIVE 


NEws: 


PRODUCTION—OPM curtailed December new-car production by an- 
other 25 percent, cut January’s quota by another 50 
quotas, previously set, were revoked with the likelihood that further 
curtailment will be forthcoming. Similar reductions were made in light- 


truck quotas. See story on page 1. 


TIRES—Retail sales of tires were banned until Dec. 22, pending es- 
olicy necessitated by the critical situation 


tablishment of a permanent 


in rubber, 98 percent of which is imported from the Far East. 
also banned spare tires on all cars produced henceforth. See story on 


page 1. 


WAR—The nation launched an all-out war production program, with 
the automotive industry assigned a leading role. See stories on page 


1 and page 8. 


DEALERS—NADA President Cargile warned dealers that they face 
unprecedented hardships ahead (see story on page 3); also see ‘‘Face 


the Facts’’ editorial on page 1. 
SALES—War hysteria played hob 


ticularly West Coast cities, but boosted activity in other areas. 


stories on page 1 and page 6. 


SIDELINES—More dealers turn to non-automotive sidelines, 
effort to carry through emergency. See story on page 6. 





shock is over, fair business is ex- 
pected.” 

NEW ORLEANS. — Detonations 
of the explosion of war reached 
the automobile business here, and 
dealers reported sales either halted 
altogether or slowed considerably 
last week. 

Optimistically it was asserted 
in consensus that “after this first 
alarm, if things don’t go worse, we 
expect an approach to normalcy 
before the first of the year.” 

DENVER.—War has taken in- 
terest away from purchase of new 
and used cars in Denver, dealers 
report. Last week sales dropped as 
compared with the previous week. 
In fact sales are practically at a 
standstill at this time. Dealers re- 
port that business in service de- 
partments has shown no letdown. 
It is the opinion of Denver auto- 
mobile men that, as soon as initial 
scare is over, business will return 
to what it was before war came 
and that they will be able to sell all 
the cars they can get. 

ATLANTA.—War scare has had 
little effect on automobile sales 
here. In fact one dealer reports 
sales for last week ahead of those 
in the previous week. Local dealers 
urging customers to buy now be- 
cause shortage will probably be 
worse than ever under war condi- 
tions. 


DETROIT. — Instead of slowing 
up new-car sales, declaration of 
war actually speeded up activity in 
dealer showrooms here last week. 
Sales were ahead of the previous 
week, with dealers reporting that 
customers apparently were deter- 
mined to purchase cars before the 
supply is entirely exhausted. 

BOSTON. — Declaration of war 
had no great effect on car sales 
here. In fact some dealers say they 
received orders from prospects who 
felt that, with a war on, it was a 
good time to get new cars to carry 
over the emergency. There had been 
a gradual opening up of sales in 
the last few weeks. Dealers gener- 
ally feel that President Roosevelt’s 
statement that this is not going to 
be a short war, plus the expected 
greater production curtailment, will 
be two good selling arguments now 
for new cars. 

OKLAHOMA CITY. — Announce- 
ment of war affected the automo- 
tive industry in Oklahoma about 
as it probably affected other busi- 
nesses elsewhere. Very little activ- 
ity occurred during the week. 

LOS ANGELES — Business has 
been bad since declaration of war; 
it’s estimated about 500 car orders 
have been cancelled in five days. 
However, dealers agree there will 
be a heavy demand once the hys- 
teria has subsided. 

SAN FRANCISCO —Car buying 
is reduced to lowest ebb in years, 
but motorists are pressing for de- 
livery of cars previously ordered. 
The trade is content to let demand 
lay dormant for the time being. 


recent. February’s 


OPM 


with car sales in some areas, par- 
See 
















































between, left to right Cc. Ed 


Cc. 
sales manager. 


Special to Automotive News 

WASHINGTON. — Testifying 
that the price-control bill, passed 
by the House prior to the war with 
Japan, would not prove effective 
in curbing “runaway prices or in- 
flation,” Leon Henderson urged the 
Senate last week to put real teeth 
in the legislation now before that 
body. 

The price administrator said re- 
cent price rises might add from 13 
to 50 billions of dollars to war and 
defense costs. 

At the same time he said price 
control could not be accomplished 
by a proposal of Senator Sheridan 
Downey for a system of “enforced 


U.S. Motor Firms 
In Japan Suffer 
Only Minor Loss 


NEW YORK.—Due to the cur- 
tailment of operations there in re- 
cent years because of exchange 
control regulations and the rigors 
of economic warfare, automotive 
and other concerns doing business 
in Japan had few employes caught 
in that country by the outbreak of 
hostilities, it was reported here. 

Although it was said money 
losses were likely to be consider- 
able, it was noted that these in 
most instances had been written 
down over the years since 1932, 
when exchange control took effect, 
and would make relatively small 
dents in balance sheets or in profit 
and loss accounts. The general 
practice has been to carry Japanese 
subsidiaries and affiliates in un- 
consolidated form. 

Socony-Vacuum Oil Co., Inc., is 
the American firm with the heavi- 
est far eastern interests and the 
one that had the most Americans 
in the new war area. C. E. Myer, 
manager of the Standard-Vacuum 
Co. of Japan, Ltd., a Socony sub- 
sidiary, was still in Yokohama last 
week with four of his staff. 

The Socony subsidiary has four 
tank farms in Japan—at Yoko- 
hama, Osaka, Itozaki and Nagasaki 
—and many small tanks through- 
out the islands. Its total invest- 
ments in Japan and China are 
estimated at between $30,000,000 
and $50,000,000. 

Benjamin Kopp, manager of the 
Ford Motor Co. of Japan, Ltd., 
was still in Yokohama last week 
after trying unsuccessfully to get 
a ship for the United States. For 
three or four years the company’s 
Yokohama assembly plant, which 
formerly turned out about 12,000 
units a year, has been virtually 
idle. Ford, since 1932, had been 
having trouble getting its money 
out and some years ago invested 
part of its idle cash in Japanese 
government bonds so that it would 
have some return on the frozen 
funds. Its investments in Japan are 
said to be between $5,000,000 and 
$10,000,000. 

General Motors (Japan), Ltd., has 
not been operating its Osaka plant 
for four years and the factory is 
now in the hands of caretakers. No 
Americans are in Japan for the 
company. 






Chris. Sinsabaugh’s sparkling 
“Sparks’’ column is read by the 
‘‘wide-awake” in industry. 


Gillespie sr., southern regional manager, and W. F. 








MOVING TO MEET the needs of a war economy, Buick sales executives 


k. First of the series o 
aa oh i ae, Cc. “C a4 central regional manager, and Henry 


factory conferences was 
Hufstader, general 





Henderson Asks Real Teeth 


In Price-Control Legislation 


savings” under which the govern- 
ment would take from 10 to 15 per- 
cent of all wages and incomes in 
an effort to remove excess purchas- 
ing power. 
Henderson testified that realistic 
control over prices was just as 
necessary in a war program as a 
draft act, appropriations for the 
Army and Navy and priorities. 
He said defense spending reached 
$2,000,000,000 this month and would 
increase to $2,700,000,000 monthly 
next year under present plans with 
a possible increase to $4,000,000,000 
under an enlarged defense produc- 
tion known as the “victory pro- 
gram.” 
National income should reach 
$97,000,000,000 for this year and 
may mount to $110,000,000,000 or 
$120,000,000,000 in 1942, Henderson 
said. 
The Price Administrator asked: 
Definite authority to pay “mar- 
ginal producers” a higher price 
for needed commodities and the 
right to buy or sell these products. 

A “stop-gap” authority to fix 

price ceilings for 60 days on any 
commodity by “freezing” existing 
prices until a hearing is held to 
set permanent ceilings under terms 
of that measure. 

A provision stating that farm 

price ceilings shall not be lower 
than 100 percent of parity, or pre- 
vailing prices on Oct. 1 of this year. 

(This would permit lower ceil- 
ings than the present House bill, 
which says that the maximums 
shall not be lower than 110 per- 
cent of parity, or Oct. 1 prices, or 
the average of 1919-29.) 

Elimination of a House provi- 

sion for a price administration 
board of five members and concen- 
tration of these powers in a single 
administrator. 

Authority to license sellers of 

commodities when necessary, 
and power to revoke such licenses 
after a second violation, subject 
to appeals and court reviews. The 
House deleted this power from the 
Administration’s bill. 


War Sidelights 


Declaration of war with Japan 
last week brought these develop- 
ments of interest to the automo- 
tive industry: 

OPM created an inventory- 
requisitioning section, headed by 
E. A. Tupper, to grab hoarded 
supplies of critical materials on 
a “seize first and pay later” 
basis. Warehoused tin plate, 
destined for countries now con- 
trolled by the Axis powers, will 
be the first affected. 


* * * 


NYA-CCC Merger 

President Roosevelt indorsed 
legislation calling for the merger 
of the National Youth Administra- 
tion and the Civilian Conservation 
Corps. Fate of the NYA’s training 
program for mechanics and skilled 
workmen, which has aided both 
car dealers and makers, is not 
known but it is expected that the 
program will be continued in 
modified form. 

oe ¥ + 


; Wider Draft Span 
War department is ready to 
ask Congress to expand the 





Car Sales Are Spotty Following Declaration of Wa 
























































U. S. to Reduce 
Supply of High 


Octane Gasoline 


NEW YORK.—A sharp reduc 
tion in the early future in the use 
of tetra-ethyl lead fluid in moto 
gasoline sold for civilian use is ex 
pected by trade circles here. 


HE 
o 
While some observers believe - 


the curtailment may amount _— 
more than 25 percent, definite inf wn 
formation will not be available un 
til the culmination of discussion 
of the subject in Washington be 
tween representatives of the in 


rep! 


dustry and of the offices of the a 
Federal Petroleum Coordinator and ir d 


OPM. , 
Past practice has been to use 
maximum of 3 c.c. of tetra-ethy 
lead fluid per gallon of gasoline. 
This maximum, according to re 
ports, might be reduced to 2 c.c. Ay 
curtailment also could be effected, 
by eliminating the use of the fluic stone 
in a certain proportion of the gasog a 
line sold for civilian consumptio " 
although this is regarded as a les lowe 
practicable course. alien 
Curtailment of the amount offppice 
tetra-ethyl lead fluid in gasolin perc 
results in lowering the octane ratd, oha: 
unless special refining pro 


ing, 
cesses are employed to raise th 
octane rating by other means, 0 uch 
oils having basically higher octan ‘o Px 
rating are used in refining. HE 


The petroleum industry, howg| 
ever, is unable to especially trea !¢84 
enough gasoline for civilian us@tect0! 
under present conditions, whic A, 
call for maximum use of this speg20 he 
cial equipment for direct defens@* 5© 
purposes, principally for produc#®® 
tion of 100 octane aviation fuel] Man 
The petroleum coordinator has regpanel 
quested the industry to triple itghad a 
output of 100 octane gasoline ago au 
quickly as possible. It is furthegproved 
noted that the supply of high ocftry p 
tane crude oils is limited, nejmuch 


cessitating the use of ethyl fluigdeal 


in most, if not all, the 100 octangrather 
gasoline produced for defense. 44,000 + 

oo e m 
Must Sacrifice, _fitusti 


ire 
Sloan Declares Sa 
NEW YORK.—The outbreak ofaen 


war brings it home ever mo aaa 


forcibly that “serious _ sacrifice ould 
must be sustained,” Alfred 
Sloan jr., chairman of Gener 


Motors Corp., declared last weel 
in addressing the winter meeting), 
here of the National Assn. of In¥, 
surance Commissioners. 
Confident that “we will win th 
war,” Sloan said that “the end i 



































absolutely certain—the only thingy Pag 
uncertain is the time it will take. THD 
Stressing the increased im 
portance of going ahead with th@ come 
necessary work to preserve oug* fact 
democracy, Sloan warned that if their 
we do not meet all the problem@ee fa 
of taxes, inflation, production, eteg fac 
“we may win the war but not thet tin 
peace.” hich a 
cel ve al 
te fact 
his for 
* e o dd the 
anspor 


selective-service age limits from 
21-28 to 18-65 years, which would 
increase by 20,000,000 the po- 
tential manpower for armed 
forces of nation. Congress, meal- 
while, acted to permit retention 
of all soldiers, sailors and ma- 
rines for war’s duration. 
+ * ES 
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Confiscating Machinery s his 
It is considered probable thalind wi 
Congress will accede to Army . Ti 


quests and repeal law forbiddin@retty , 
government confiscation of factor¥and th, 
machinery or equipment when o mo 
is necessary for continued operMeretof, 
tion of business. ! beliey 

* * * “at so. 


Strike Threats End Honed : 


With labor unions pledging co-f"¢ing 
operation to the nation’s war ¢f-}, aon 
forts, peace reigned last week in} ory 
industrial plants and _ seve ™ De 
major strike threats we 
abandoned. Lewis’ captive © 
miners, who struck several wee™*#p7_,,,. 
ago and periled steel output, were 
granted their closed-shop 4¢§HERI 
mands by the National Medi®f the ; 
tion Board. N facto 


low te 
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‘Hardships Ahead’ . . . Cargile 


Dealers tell me 


By John 0. Munn 


Dealers’ or salesmen’s comments, 
addressed to John 0. ‘ome at fan 
and the writer’s name will be kept in 


angie meeting of dealers in Wash- 
n with the government 
vy this month reminds me of 
: 4times. The National Emergency 
believ@. mittee during the code did 
unt tdioman service in Washington and 
ite inguwhere. This older group was 
ble un: by dealers for the purpose 
ussion, representing them, rather than 
on beding invited by the government. 
he inf, method of electing industry 
of th@ sentatives is important if 
or an@.ir decisions are expected to get 
se cooperation of all the trade. 


use @ 7 pave talked with quite a few 

a-ethyE,elers who attended this meet- 
solinehes It is evident that the initial 
to Ted. onference was not satisfactory. 
' C.C. Ain was called primarily to set 
ffecteda, retail price ceiling on new 
e fluid tomobiles. Most of the debate 
© 88809..4k the form of discussion as 
nptionj,, whether a dealer would be 
8 lestiowed to add 83% percent 
markup on freight to his retail 
unt Ofprice, or the alternate plan for 
asolings percent markup of list price as 
ne rat, charge for dealer make-ready. 
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HE meeting was held under the 
leadership of Cyrus McCormick, 
ector of the price section of 
PPA, assisted by Jo G. Roberts, 
ho heads the dealers in the used 
section of the same depart- 
ent. 
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has regpanel felt that the government 
iple itghad already set a price ceiling 
line agon automobiles when they ap- 
furthegproved manufacturers’ FOB fac- 
igh ocgry prices. It seems to me it is 
d, negmuch simpler and effective to 
71 fluigdeal with eight manufacturers 
octan@rather than to attempt to police 
se. }00 dealers with regard to set- 
ing the price. Isn’t the quickest 
and most direct way out of the 
situation for the department to 
require each manufacturer to set 
ALCS: suggested delivered price on 
h model and establish for 
weak Nach factory the same billing 
m0rfformula; that is, every factory 
ould include all the items in- 
luded in the price, with the ex- 
ption of transportation, hand- 
t wetMing charge and local taxes, if 
neetiNfiny, which the dealer adds to the 
of Intuggested delivered price? 
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4 ~ THINK the trouble this year 
ith th Comes because, while most of 
ve ouge factories include federal taxes 
that i@ their suggested delivered price, 
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yn, etcgte factory excepting it for the 
not th¢’st time this year. Other items, 
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ve also been eliminated from 
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opera@eretofore. The accusation comes, 
believe, only through the fact 
‘at some manufacturers I men- 
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eek inf®tory price in order to get a 
yeve price. 
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! factories to include the same 


or requests may be 
Munn in care of Automotive News, Detroit, 
confidence if requested. 


items in their FOB factory prices, 
it would be a simple matter to 
follow through. The government 
doesn’t need to change rules just 
now to get the effect they desire— 
they can use the same admin- 
istrative machinery that has al- 
ways been effective in this trade 
to keep prices in line. 


This is the most competitive 
industry in the world, and even 
though production is now re- 
stricted, it is still competitive. 
If one manufacturer allows pack- 
ing, he virtually puts himself out 
of the market. Automobile manu- 
facturers have always been sen- 
sitive to this situation and, 
through the threat of cancella- 
tion of the contract, have main- 
tained the suggested list prices. 


Other Industries 
Are Jealous 


|? wasn’t very long ago when I 
was in a certain city where a 
group of dealers—a low commis- 
sion group—got together and de- 
cided that they were entitled to 
add $10 to the list price. This ar- 
rangement lasted only until a fac- 
tory representative appeared on 
the scene. Then it went out the 
window. 


Retail prices in our industry 
have always been maintained 
with more regularity and uni- 
formity than has the merchan- 
dise in other lines of trade. In 
fact, most other industries have 
been jealous of the ability of this 
trade to police itself. No factory 
will stand for packing, because 
it puts its product out of com- 
petition, and no dealer can do 
much packing without the fac- 
tory finding it out. Individually, 
no dealer can do much packing 
without the public finding it out. 
Then he loses prestige with his 
customers and the sus- 
picion of his competitors. 

* * * 


Plenty of Laws 
On Books 


O new or additional federal 

regulation is needed, because 
there are plenty of local ordin- 
ances, state laws, as well as fed- 
eral laws, to whip recalcitrant 
dealers into line. Packing involves 
misrepresentation. There are 
plenty of laws on the statutes 
books that empower local agencies, 
already set up, to prevent it. 

When it came to setting these 
retail prices, there was much dis- 
cussion regarding a 33% percent 
markup on freight, or an alter- 
nate plan of allowing a dealer 
5 percent make-ready charge. I 
don’t want to enter the discus- 
sion about this 33% percent on 
freight. The Western dealers 
have fought for it a long time— 
they feel that they are entitled 
to it, and there is a lot of justice 
to their claims. Most of these 
Western cars are shipped from 
Pacific Coast assembly branches, 
but still the dealers and cus- 
tomers are charged freight rates 
from the main factory. The fac- 
tories have always claimed that 
they should be given the ad- 
vantage of these freight savings 
and that they have used them to 
make possible a general reduc- 
tion in the list price of cars. This 
in turn benefited all the public 
and all dealers, because the lower 
price made the cars more salable. 


* * * 


Make-Ready Fee 


Is Necessary 

ERHAPS this is no time to up- 

set this industry by asking the 
government to decide a question 
which has been controversial in 
our own industry for more than 
30 years. I do insist, however, that 
every dealer should be allowed a 
local make-ready charge. Making 
a car ready for delivery does not 
involve what was reported to have 
been said by McCormick at the 

(Continued on Page 18, Col. 3) 


FRB Licenses Needed 


By Dealers on Jan. 1 

CHICAGO.—Banks, loan com- 
panies, merchants and other 
Persons engaged in the exten- 
sion of installment credit are 
busy securing licenses from the 
Federal Reserve Banks in order 
to conform with Regulation W 
which requires that all such 
Persons secure a license on or 
before Jan. 1, 1942, 

More than 50,000 registration 
blanks have been distributed in 
the Seventh Federal Reserve 
District which includes all of 
Iowa, and parts of Illinois, In- 
diana, Michigan and Wisconsin. 

The licenses are being issued, 
without charge, upon receipt of 
a registration statement from 
the applicants. 


Cargile Listed 
As Key Speaker 
of IATA Meet 


DECATUR, Ill—A crowded pro- 
gram enlisting as speakers a num- 
ber of leaders among dealers will 
feature the 22nd annual convention 
of the Illinois Automotive Trade 
Assn. here Tuesday at the Orlando 
hotel. 

K. R. Popplewell, of Rock Island, 
president of IATA, will get the 
convention under way Tuesday 
morning by delivering a report on 
price control proposals of the Office 
of Price Administration. He was in 
Washington as a member of the 
automobile industry’s panel when 
this subject was discussed. 

The morning session will then 
be given over to John J. Nash, 
chief of the state automobile de- 
partment, and S. L. Workman, as- 
sistant to the finance director, who 
will tell how public officials and 
dealers may work together with 
better understanding. 

Ben T. Wright, president of the 
Chicago Automobile Trade Assn., 
has drawn the assignment as the 
luncheon speaker. He will be fol- 
lowed in turn on the afternoon 
program by J. B. Van Tassell, busi- 
ness consultant of CATA, and J. G. 
Roberts, of the automobile section 
of OPA. 

The afternoon session will wind 
up with an election, the submitting 
of reports by committee chairmen, 
and a meeting of the board of di- 
rectors. 

L. Clare Cargile, the chief attrac- 
tion at the convention, will address 
the banquet terminating the event 
in the evening. 

For a fresh automotive viewpoint, 


read George M. Slocum’s “‘A Word in 
Edgewise.”’ 
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Regulation W Seen Useless; 
Cincinnati Dealers Celebrate 


Special to Automotive News 

CINCINNATI.—Four hours after 
the United States declared war on 
Japan, Monday, Dec. 8, L. Clare 
Cargile, president of National Auto- 
mobile Dealers Assn., outlined 
some probable effects of the war 
on the retail automobile business 
during an address to 550 dealers 
assembled for the annual meeting 
of the Cincinnati Automobile Deal- 
ers Assn. 


“In order to win the war this 
nation must make an all-out effort 
which will call for unprecedented 
sacrifices,’ Cargile said. “The im- 
mediate effect on the automobile 
industry will be even greater cur- 
tailment of production as new 
congressional appropriations will 
turn more plants to defense work 
and increase the defense orders of 
those already engaged in making 
armament. 


“We can expect a greatly re- 
duced allotment for automobile 
production for March and the re- 
maining months of the 1942-model 
year. The degree of curtailment 
will determine whether or not it 
will be necessary for the govern- 
ment to introduce a system of 
rationing automobiles to dealers 
and retail customers. 


“The intensified war effort will 
have its brighter aspects for the 
automobile dealers since it will 
render unnecessary some of the 
devices now employed to con- 
serve materials needed for de- 
fense work. One of these is 
Regulation W whose chief func- 
tion is to insure curtailment 
through reduction of purchasing 
power by the consumer. This de- 
vice will not be needed since cur- 
tailment will be attained now at 
the manufacturing end. 

“Here in Cincinnati you are as- 
sembled to celebrate the com- 
pletion of the first 50 years of the 
automobile. In the brief span of a 
half century some of you have 
witnessed the beginning and 
growth of the world’s greatest in- 
dustry. It seems providential to me 
that this industry was developed to 
its present state of efficiency where 
it is likely to become the chief 
factor in preserving the American 
way of life,” Cargile continued. 

“The automobile dealers of 
America are not only willing but 
able to cooperate with the national 
defense program immediately to 
the fullest extent. Through their 
organizations they have been in 
constant contact with the national 
authorities in defense preparations 
and many courses of procedure 
have been worked out. The present 


Detroit Dealers Ask Boosts 
In Discount, Handling Charge 


DETROIT.—Urging that dealer 
be allowed a 30 percent discoun' 
and a 5 percent handling charge or: 
new cars and trucks, Detroit Autc 
Dealers Assn. last week sent tele- 
grams to Leon Henderson and Cy- 
rus McCormick of OPA, and Wil- 
liam S. Knudsen of OPM. Copies of 
the telegrams were sent to Michi- 
gan Senators Vandenburg and 


Brown. 
Paul Graves, DADA manager, 


Night Closing Program 


Adopted in Milwaukee 
MILWAUKEE.—At a meeting of 
10 automobile dealers, representing 
the various lines of the industry, 
here Dec. 8, it was agreed to keep 
showrooms and lots open only 
two nights a week instead of five 
to conserve on electric power and 
give more spare time to employes 
active in civilian defense, accord- 
ing to Byron Schwartzburg, chair- 
man of the meeting. 

It was also pointed out that the 
increasing difficulty of securing 
new cars made night openings un- 
profitable. It was expected that 
about 95 percent of the new and 
used car dealers in the county 
would cooperate in the night clos- 
ing program. 


pointed out in the telegram that 
dealers need the boost from 24 per- 
cent of discounts and from 3 per- 
cent on handling charges, if they 
are to survive the war period with 
its curtailed new-car production. 

Ray Chamberlain, new executive 
vice-president of National Automo- 
bile Dealers Assn., was a guest at 
the DADA’s annual meeting last 
week in Hotel Statler here, and 
pointed out the urgent need for 
dealers to cooperate with their as- 
sociations during the emergency. 
More than 275 dealers attended the 
meeting, the highest attendance in 
the history of the association. 

Election of three new directors 
was postponed till January while 
members study a by-law amend- 
ment whereby each line of dealers 
would elect its director who, in 
turn, would select officers. This 
proposal, if adopted, would raise 
the DADA’s board of directors 
from the present nine to 17 mem- 
bers. 

James Mason, president of 
DADA, reported on the activities 
of OPA at its recent meeting with 
dealers in Washington. Mason was 
one of two Michigan dealers attend- 
ing the session. 


Pete Wembhoff’s Fourth Dimension 
offers news of automotive advertising. 


emergency should not prove dis- 
ruptive to such arrangements, al- 
though changes naturally may be 
required with changing conditions. 

“This nation is geared to the in- 
dividual unit system of transpor- 
tation. This system can be main- 
tained only if the dealers provide 
service, repairs and necessary re- 
Placements. The dealers are 
pledged to render service if they 
are allowed to survive. They have 
no thought of profiting from the 
war emergency. To them, as it 
should be to everybody, the public 
interest is paramount. 

“After the victory is won, the 
automobile dealers can help 
America return to her proper 
greatness. In helping to preserve 
America the automobile dealers 
must make sure they will have a 
nation that is worth preserving.” 

The first golden jubilee celebra- 
tion of the automobile business 
attracted many of motordom’s 
leaders. The retail trade was rep- 
resented by the following: Lynn S. 
Snow, Chicago, regional vice- 
president of NADA; Eugene 
Stowers, NADA director for West 
Virginia; Lynn B. Timmerman, 
NADA director for Ohio; Ralph 
E. Moorhead, president, and Walt 
B. Hamer, executive secretary, 
Ohio Automobile Dealers Assn.; 
Turner A. Summers, president, and 
Lew Ullrich, managing director, 
Kentucky Automobile Dealers 
Assn.; J. A. Thackston jr., presi- 
dent, and Lawrence E. Rollins, 
secretary-manager, Automobile 
Dealers Assn. of West Virginia; 
Burt Williams, field agent of 
NADA; Ralph J. Rodgers, trustee, 
Ohio Automobile Dealers Assn. 

Automobile manufacturers were 

represented by the following: J. 
E. Fields, vice-president, Chrysler 
Corp.; F. J. Timmens, general sales 
manager, Dodge; T. H. Keating, 
assistant general sales manager, 
Chevrolet; George H. Bell, director 
of sales, Willys-Overland; C. S. 
Fletcher, sales manager, Stude- 
baker; W. E. Osband, regional 
manager, Packard; Guy Filaig, 
manager, Crosley Distributing 
Corp. 
All officers of the Cincinnati as- 
sociation were reelected, including 
Homer S. Toms, president; Keith 
S. Kleespies, vice-president; J. G. 
Busam, treasurer, John R. War- 
rington, secretary-manager; E. W. 
Turner, assistant treasurer. 

Directors elected to represent 
line groups are: Buick, Fred 
Rengers; Dodge, Harry H. Heidt; 
De Soto, L. R. Nunn; Chevrolet, 
A. B. Sieve; Ford, Joe Busam; 
Cadillac, D. A. Bennett; Oldsmo- 
bile, Keith Kleespies; Studebaker, 
A. F. Schain; Packard, J. W. Tar- 
bill; Pontiac, H. S. Toms; Willys, 
Walter E. Schott; Chrysler-Plym- 
outh, L. T. Patterson; Mercury- 
Lincoln, J. F. Dell; Hudson, L. E. 
anes Nash, R. E. Rein- 

old. 


During the meeting a movement 
was launched to bring the 1943 
convention of NADA to Cincinnati. 
The committee appointed to bring 
about this consummation is Toms, 
Patterson, Rengers, Schain and 
Bennett. 


Taylor Named to Head 
Akron Dealers in 1942 


AKRON.—Akron District Auto- 
mobile Dealers Assn. elected 
George R. Taylor, president, at the 
annual meeting and banquet of the 
association. Other officers elected 
were Ray Smith, vice-president, 
and Tom Farabough, treasurer. C. 
E. Coltrin was named secretary- 
manager. The following were elect- 
ed to the board: George Pate, 
Fred Kemp, E. R. Jones, M. L. 
Taylor, A. S. Montz, and Herbert 
Fowkes. 


At the same time dealers de- 
cided to close their places of busi- 
ness at 6 p.m. every night of the 
week and to remain closed all day 
Sunday. 


‘“‘Dealers Tell Me," 
Munn, is an open forum for the 
expression of dealers’ opinions. It 
appears weekly in Automotive News. 


by John O. 
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AUTOMOTIVE OUR PLATFORM 
D y Om 1. A continuing understanding between manufac- 
E Avi, SP tae turer and dealer, and fair profits for both. 


2. An eventual profit for the dealer on every used 


A’ vehicle handled. 
L 8. Better dealer service and lubrication facilities 
E operated at a profit. 


4. No diversion of fuel taxes from their intended 
use in highway construction and maintenance. 

5. No government bureaucracy control of the auto- 
motive industry. 
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24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week 


nN other than the automobile industry’s Bill Knudsen, 
now Uncle Sam’s production chief, told the nation almost 
a year ago that there should be no week-end blackouts in 
plants turning out defense armament; that both industrial- 
ists and labor should have a common cause—the job of 
building tanks, airplanes, guns, powder and other lethal 
weapons so necessary in this great emergency. Wise old 
owl that Knudsen is, he knew whereof he spoke at that 
time, but it has taken until now to make the country realize 
that what he said then is advice that should have been taken. 

Now that Japan, Germany and “me too” Italy have filled 
themselves up with “Dutch courage” that has led them to 
declare war on the United States, America has gone sled- 
len, and has decreed that industry and labor shall put 
their shoulders to the wheel and work 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week on production. The sleeping giant has been 
aroused to action, and no one in this country doubts the 
ultimate results of this speedup. This unity can be trans- 
lated into victory—it’s our own particular brand of “V.” 

As portrayed in the cartoon on this page, our own par- 
ticular trinity of automobile manufacturer, automobile deal- 
er and automobile labor can be depended upon to really 
mean it when it says “At your service, Uncle Sam.” 


There Are Two Sides to the Picture 


HER or not we like it, we have to take the bitter 

with the sweet. The hit below the belt administered 

by Japan last week knocked the wind out of us for the mo- 
ment, but the quick recovery by our Navy has restored con- 
fidence in our armed forces and now we are looking on the 








- brighter side of things. That’s the “sweet” side of the 


old adage. 
As for the “bitter,” that’s found in the further curtail- 


ment of motor car production, just announced. The industry. 


has proved before that it can take it and smile. As long as 
there’s life, there’s hope and so long as it helps the govern- 
ment in winning this world war we click our heels, salute 
and say “Yes, sir.” 

Hardest hit by the curtailment perhaps are the automo- 
bile dealers, but most of them already have reefed their 
sails and prepared for the storm. Many of them still have 
new cars to sell, for reports show that there still remain 
thousands of 1942 models on dealers’ floors, while the 
used cars on hand are like money in the bank and will be 
blue chips for some time to come. 


Too, there are other things for them to do outside of 
selling new cars. There are 32,000,000 cars and trucks run- 
ning over American roads that have to be serviced, and 
that’s big business in any language. Dealers have been quick 
to see the possibilities in this operation and are taking ad- 
vantage of them. And let them not forget non-automotive 
sidelines that can keep the cash registers jingling. Some 
dealers have the necessary equipment to manufacture parts 
themselves and others may be able to take on defense sub- 
contracts. ; 

Keep ’em rolling! 


--a word in 










M. Slocum 


WHERE THE Under the heading 
DEALER FITS “Automobile Mer- 
IN DEFENSE! chants help main- 

tain both ‘Arsenal’ 
and ‘Breadbasket’,” I have just 
read a message which every dealer 
in America, I think, would like to 
have in his show window for the 
duration: 

“In helping this country to be 
both the ‘arsenal’ and the ‘bread- 
basket’ which the national de- 
fense program calls for, the auto- 
mobile merchant, who produces no 
war material and grows no crops, 
has an essential job to do. His is 
the task, along with automobile 
manufacturers, of keeping the 
wheels rolling on the streets and 
highways of this country. 


“What is the importance of this? 
Every nation at war knows the 
answer to that question—and some 
of them learned it the hard way, 
to their sorrow. They know trans- 
portation facilities that really func- 
tion behind the lines are as neces- 
sary in some respects as the army 
in the field. ‘ 

“Nowhere in the world is it more 
vital to keep the highway wheels 
turning than it is in the United 
States, which has been geared to 
automotive transportation, with 30 
million passenger cars and trucks 
on the road, needing an average of 
2,800,000 new vehicles a year just 
to maintain existing facilities from 
year to year. 

* = 

“The significance of this job can 
be seen in the thousands of auto- 
mobiles that provide transportation 
to and from the plants making de- 
fense products throughout the 
nation. Men who are working at 
defense jobs get to their work and 
home again by automobile. And the 
trucks in all these industries are 
defense carriers. If it is to func- 
tion efficiently, this automotive 
rolling stock has to be replaced, 
repaired, serviced and maintained 
by motor vehicle manufacturers 
and merchants. 

* ¢ & 

“Their work for the farmers is at 
least equally essential. Government 
figures recently released show that 
farmers in the United States now 
own and operate more than four 
million passenger cars and more 
than a million motor trucks. But 
the important thing here is that 
the average age of these farm ve- 
hicles is considerably greater than 
that of other cars, three of every 
10 being models of 1930 or earlier. 
Nearly one-third of farm-owned 
Passenger cars and trucks are 10 
years of age or older. 


“Thus, merely to preserve the 
present mechanical efficiency of 
the nation’s farm cars will likely 
require replacements in substantial 
volume. The automobile merchant 
has a really vital defense job to 


do!” 
a . a 


Every automobile dealer is con- 
scious of this patriotic approach 
to his present problem, but he, 
like we, is striving to find a prac- 
tical solution. This has been a blue 
week for our industry. Perhaps we 
have been giving so long “until it 
hurts” we are already a little 
calloused to its full Significance. 


What we will have to keep 
uppermost in our minds is the fact 
that there are still more than 30,- 
000,000 motor vehicles in this coun- 
try which must be serviced and 
maintained. Everyone in Washing- 
ton appreciates their value in 
building our armaments for de- 
feating our enemies. These ve- 
hicles must be reconditioned and 
traded over and over. Therein lies 
a business in itself for every pres- 
ent dealer. 

s+ 2 

Perhaps the used-car which has 
been the bugbear dilemma for as 
long as we can remember, will in 
the end prove to be our life-saver. 
In any event, this is no time to 
become panicky; most of us have 
lived long enough to know there 
is no road so long it has no turn- 
ing. America is an amazing coun- 
try. Today it stands, goaded into 
the position which brings out the 
best in all of us. Let’s stand up to 
it, live each day unto itself and 
remember it could be a lot worse! 

—G.M.S. 
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Automotive News Cartoon by Ogg FitzGerald 


At Your Service, Uncle Sam 
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‘Calling Pathfinders... .’ 


The views exp 
be observed upon req 


ressed in this column are those of our readers. 
Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but confidence will 





Wanted 


I am very anxious to obtain a 
1917 twelve-cylinder Pathfinder 
touring car, but I have not been 
able to obtain one through adver- 
tising. 

Do you, by any chance, happen 
to know the city in which they 
were manufactured or where I 
could purchase one?—Hayden 
Shepley, Brookline, Mass. 

Epiror’s Note: The Pathfinder 
was built at Indianapolis about 
15 years ago. We do not know 
where you can purchase one, but 
we shall be glad to run your 
letter in Automotive News in the 
hope that some reader may be 
able to help you. 


Montana 


There is some accumulation of 
stocks of new cars in the hands 
of dealers throughout our state. 
Most dealers have some unfilled 
orders but are unable to get the 
particular models desired. 

Used car stocks are below nor- 
mal. Prices are firm, demand is 
in line with new car sales, which 
are about 50 percent of a year ago. 
rg Bell, Ford dealer, Missoula, 

ont. 


Salt Lake City 


The buyers’ strike of new cars 


continues here because of mis-|C 


understanding on the present de- 
livered price of new cars in this 
territory, restriction on credit 
terms, and the fact that new car 
prices are considerably higher, 
making it impossible for some 
people to buy at this particular 
time. In some instances new car 
sales could be made were it not for 
the restriction of Regulation W on 
terms. 

Used car stocks 
fairly well with prices on late 
models being proportionately high- 
er due to shortage and increased 
new car prices. Each year at this 
particular time there is a seasonal 
decline in the sale of both new and 
used cars. The fact that sales are 


are moving] Mich 


off generally is not causing undue 
worry to the better established 


dealers—J. M. Jackson, Packard 
distributor, Salt Lake City. 


Atlanta 


New automobiles really take sell- 
ing effort. Used cars are moving at 
exceptionally high levels. Stocks 
are small. — Harry Sommers, At- 
lanta. 


Oregon 

Regarding used car stocks in 
Portland and the entire territory 
adjacent to Portland; there is 4 
very small stock of used cars in 
the dealer’s hands. 

New commercial cars remain 
slow even though full sales effort 
is being put behind them in order 
to move current and promised re- 
placements in *%-ton, 1-ton and 
1%-ton models.—Carl Odgers, used 
car manager, A. B. Smith Chev- 
rolet Co., Portland, Ore. 


Years Ago 


. - from Automotive News Files) 





Fifteen Years Ago 

Court officially confirms sale of Mur- 
ray Body Co., Detroit, to J. Horace 
Harding and Casimir Stralen for $5.- 

000. . . . R. T. Hodgkins named 
eneral sales manager of Federal 
ruck. ... William R. Tracy succeeds 
. W. Matheson as director of sales 
of Oakland Motor Car Co., of Pontiac. 
. . . Cadillac announces appointment 0 
Nicholas Dreystadt as general service 
manager. 


Ten Years Ago 
Robert C. Hupp, 70, one of the 
founders of Hupmobile and the R.C.H., 
Gm. «és emanufactured engine 
service to truck owners announced by 
General Motors Truck, Co. 


Five Years Ago 


Frank W. Ruggles, founder of the 
Republic Motor Truck Co., of Alma. 
ch., dies, 
a7 + : 
One Year Ago 


Embargo on imports of U. S.-made 

Passenger cars and trucks, as a war- 

announced by the Ca 40 

dian government. ... ‘‘Who, Me?" 4 

Years of Automobile History, by Chris 

Sinsabaugh, editor of Automotive 
News, comes off the press. 


time measure, Cana- 
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BUSINESS ANALYST 


ECONOMIST AND 


“The purchasing power (cash farm income) of the farmer for 
1941 can probably be estimated at well over ten billion dol- 
lars, which is fully as high as 1929,” says Mr. Babson, one 
of America’s foremost economists and market analysts. 

“My organization looks for a gain of 20% in the buying 
power of the farmer in the course of the next 12 months over 
that of the past 12 months. In some items which farmers buy, 
this will mean large sales iricreases.’’ 


awe 


Today, War is the world’s greatest consumer of goods—but 
what about tomorrow? . . . Today, the production of industry 
for that temporary consumer, War, has created employment 
and money to spend—but what about tomorrow? 

Here is one fact about tomorrow... probably the most im- 
portant fact confronting American business today: 

After the smoke has cleared, when War no longer sustains 
a false prosperity based upon enforced production and paid 
for by enforced taxation, many of your best customers will 


Ay ee A Fp 


But there is one industry and one market to which more 
and more of America’s business leaders and authorities are 
pointing as the soundest in America today, and the most re- 
liable tomorrow. 

That market is the people of agriculture. 

Consequently, it is only natural that more and more busi- 
ness men are realizing the importance of Country Gentleman 
which through the years has won the complete confidence of 
these people . . . your best customers. 

Never before has one magazine offered 
so much to manufacturer and dealer alike 
at such a critical time. 


This is one of a series of advertisements featuring statements by leading econo- 
mists, agriculturists and business authorities on America’s most important market. 


ra 
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4 NATIONAL SPOKESMay 


FOR AGRICULTURE 


NEW YORK .. . CHICAGO ... DETROIT ... CLEVELAND 
BOSTON ., . . SAN FRANCISCO . . . PHILADELPHIA 
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Buying Wave Expected; 
Used Stocks Are Low 


By Bethune Jones 
Staff Correspondent 
NEW YORK.—Sharply increased 
demand for new and used cars and 
light trucks, to an extent that may 
develop into a buying wave, is the 
reaction to war outbreak expected 
by informed observers of the New 
York metropolitan area market sit- 
uation. 


While the excitement of the city’s 
first air raid alarms and the initial 
shock of war developments diverted 
attention of consumers, with a re- 
sultant slight setback in all retail 
trade here, an early pick-up in re- 
tail buying of all kinds was anti- 
cipated. 


Repeated warnings by govern- 
ment spokesmen and business an- 
alyists that total war will require 
drastically deeper cuts in civilian 
automotive production are regard- 
ed as virtually certain to stimulate 
buying based upon fear that show- 
rooms may later be barren. Some 
observers also believe the war will 
give birth to a reckless consumer 
spending psychology, which will be 
felt by the automotive market as 
well as other trade channels. 


Dealers as a whole are reported 
to have sufficient total stocks of 
new cars on hand to meet imme- 
diate demands, although the selec- 
tion of models available is limited. 
Recent selling prior to the war out- 
break was slow, with a gradual up- 
trend noted. Medium-priced units 
were holding their own better than 
those in either the high or low 
brackets. The fact that such deter- 
rents as higher prices, taxes and 
installment regulations loom larger 
to the low-priced car buyer was 


Los Angeles: 
War Scare Puts 
Sales on Skids; 
Used Stocks Dip 


LOS ANGELES.—The automo- 
bile business has been very poor 
in Southern California since the 
declaration of war. There have 
been a few dealers reporting sales, 
due to the opinion that some of 
the public must buy now or won't 
be able to buy next year. 

It is estimated that there have 
been about 500 cancellations on or- 
ders for new cars in the past five 
days. Dealers, however, feel that 
cars on hand are just like money 
in the bank, and when this first 
war hysteria, which has all South- 
ern California jittery, has sub- 
sided, the automobile business will 
continue as usual. 

Instructions to almost all deal- 
ers have gone out from zone of- 
fices that they should plan to in- 
crease their service to take care 
of the entire overhead as soon as 
possible. 

Used car stocks are unusually 
low, and many dealers are in the 
market for used cars. One of the 
largest dealers in Southern Cali- 
fornia is trying a rental idea, 
whereby a client puts up a de- 
posit and then pays $35 a month 
rental on the car. 


For a fresh automotive viewpoint, 
read George M. Slocum’s ‘“‘A Word in 
Edgewise. 


seen as largely responsible for the 
weaker showing at that level. 

In the face of what is viewed as 
an assured demand for such new 
cars as may be available from fac- 
tories, the trend toward higher 
profit margins in trading is ex- 
pected to be extended. The wild 
trading of former model years has 
been steadily declining for some 
time and, in view of the gloomy 
production outlook, appears now to 
be definitely headed for limbo. 

Despite the recent lagging new 
car sales, dealers generally have 
been more concerned with the fu- 
ture than how to move current 
stocks. The larger dealers, whose 
heavy overheads cannot be slashed 
as readily as those of their smaller 
competitors, are particularly wor- 
ried by the prospects of further 
production curtailment. 

In looking to the future, dealers 
in this area, as elsewhere, have 
been giving renewed attention to 
service departments. There has 
been no noticeable move toward 
the acquisition of sales lines outside 
the automotive field, although a 
number of dealers, formerly in the 
high-priced field exclusively, have 
been adding lower-priced units. 

Used car selling has been fair, 
with prices up. Inventories of used 
cars, however, are low, due to the 
slow new car sales situation of 
recent weeks. The used car demand 
has been extending throughout all 
price levels. 

A significant trend in the used 
car picture here is that wholesaling 
of used cars has stopped almost 
completely, with the result that the 
used car retailer, who has been ac- 
customed to obtaining his units 
from new car dealers overladen 
with trade-ins, is expected to be- 
come a thing of the past. With low 
inventories and the prospect of 
better used car prices, new car 
dealers no longer find it profitable 
to wholesale their trade-ins. 

Light trucks have not been sell- 
ing well in this area, with some 
dealers referring to such sales as 
“deplorable.” It is felt, however, 
that this situation will be entirely 
changed as a result of the war, with 
potential buyers of light trucks, as 
well as passenger cars, starting a 
rush to the market while they still 
have the chance. 


Okay So Far: 


Salt Lake City 

























Loosened 


DETROIT. — November car 
truck sales totaled 6,796 units in 
Wayne County (Detroit), up 
slightly from October’s 6,390 
sales but about 50 percent be- 
low the 13,213 units sold in No- 
vember a year ago. Car sales 
totaled 6,198 in November this 
year, while trucks accounted for 
598. 


Regardless of sales during De- 
cember (thus far they haven’t 
been affected by the war), De- 
troit’s 1941 sales will set an all- 
time record. For the first 11 
months sales total 130,679 units, 
compared with 111,380 in the 
first 11 months of 1929. The 
year’s total sales in 1929 were 
114,464 units. 

In recent weeks Detroit deal- 
ers have loosened their trading 
program, due to outside pres- 
sure, it is reported. As a result, 
wild trading, long dormant, is 
again rearing its head. 


San Francisco: 
Car Buying Dips 
To New Low But 
Dealers Are Calm 


SAN FRANCISCO.—War’s effect 
upon automotive trading in the 
San Francisco territory has been 
rather peculiar in that new car 
buying was reduced to the lowest 
ebb in years, but motorists having 
in orders for new models have 
been pressing dealers for de- 
liveries. 

It is either a case that the buy- 
ers want their cars before the rule 
banning bright trimming becomes 
effective or that they want to be 
sure of good cars in order to be 
prepared in case evacuation orders 
are issued. 

The trade as a whole is not 
seeking to create a demand for 
either new or used cars. The tire 
embargo has set buyers awhirl in 
an effort to secure better equip- 
ment for the cars they are oper- 
ating. However the embargo is be- 
ing vigorously enforced. 


Used Car Showroom 


B ‘ALO. — Twin City Auto Co., 
Inc., Buick dealer here, has opened 
additional showrooms for the display 
of used cars. . A. Arenz, president, 
said expanding business in used cars 
makes additional space necessary. 


Dealers Add 


Other Lines of Merchandise 


By Theron Liddle 
Staff Correspondent 
SALT LAKE CITY.—The “seven 
lean years” may be in prospect for 
the automotive industry, but sev- 
eral intermountain distributors and 
dealers are dragging in a “store- 
house” of sidelines as their estab- 
lishments are increasing floor 
space with the less and less new 
and used car stock. 


Announcing a new “budget” de- 
partment, the Freed Motor Co. 
here opened its automobile sales 
rooms to RCA Victor radios, Good- 
year tires, bicycles, electrical ap- 
pliances and Christmas toys and 
related items. 

“We've got many good custom- 
ers,” Charles C. Freed said, “and 








FREED MOTOR CO., Salt Lake City, utilizes vacant showroom space for a 


“budget 
De Soto 
showroom. 


department’”’ dealing in toys, radios and other electrical 
and Plymouth automobiles are displayed in other por 


goede, while 
ions of the 


there’s no use turning them away 
for the lack of things to sell when 
we have a good building, a fine 
sales force and a business reputa- 
tion to work on.” 


Freed explained that he was 
recommending the plan to his 
dealers throughout the intermoun- 
tain territory. 


“If the dealers stay in the auto- 
mobile business and don’t stray too 
far afield, this plan appears to be 
a partial answer to the difficulties 
under the emergency,” he said. 


Salt Lake’s oldest and largest 
Chevrolet dealer, Streator - Smith, 
Inc., announced that its line of 
accessories and Goodyear tires 
would be supplemented by a new 
Firestone Home and Auto Supply 
department. 


“One source of supply is ap- 
parently hazardous,” Frank B. 
Streator, president, said. “In these 
times, it seems only logical that 
the wisest course is to protect 
your invested business with a 
source of merchandise. At the 
present time we are still inter- 
ested primarily in the automotive 
equipment, although our depart- 
ment will include the other items.” 
Listed in the Streator-Smith ad- 
vertisement appearing in local 
papers are Christmas toys, elec- 
trical appliances, limited sporting 
goods and items applicable to 
automobiles and driving. 

However, M. R. Ballard, presi- 
dent of the Ballard Motor & Dis- 
tributing Co., declared that his 
company would not follow suit. 


Detroit Trading CustomersLoosening Up; 





SALES TRENDS 


Used Car Prices on Rise 


— J. H. Reed 
Ss Correspondent 

ATLANTA. — (UTPS). — Dealers 
here state that sales are showing 
some improvement, due to the fact 
that demand is beginning to catch 
up with supply and buyers are be- 
ginning to recover from the stage- 
fright occasioned by the 18-month 
time-payment contract. 

They are still hampered, and will 
continue to be hampered, by the 
lack of models and colors to show 
customers. 

The used car market is charac- 
terized by rising prices. Used car 
stocks are becoming very scarce 
indeed, with city dealers going out 
to the smaller communities and 
buying models needed at slight 
premiums, but the country dealers 
are now waking up to the situation 
and some are refusing to sell ex- 
cept to their own trade. 

The proposed ceiling on automo- 
bile prices is causing little excite- 
ment here, perhaps because deal- 


San Antonio: 


Sales Market 
Gains Steadily; 
Dealers Satisfied 


SAN ANTONIO, Tex—A small 
but steady improvement in new 
and used car sales is reported by 
dealers here, such reports cover- 
ing the last two weeks’ operations. 

Compared with sales of a month 
ago, however, the change has been 
much greater. Used car sales con- 
tinue good, with dealers lowering 
the trade-in allowances and get- 
ting better prices for the recon- 
ditioned car. This is especially true 
of late model cars for which there 
is a good demand. 

Sales of new cars and trucks for 
November totaled 532 units, with 
those cars in the medium price 
group showing the best returns. 
The present time-payment terms 
are charged with holding back 
sales in the low price field. All 
dealers, however, are fairly well 
satisfied with returns, and look for- 
ward to continued good business 
for the remainder of the year. 

Service and parts sales have 
also shown improvement, several 
dealers reporting their service de- 
partments loaded down with work. 
Accessory sales have been marking 
time, as it is too early for car 
heaters and other cold weather 
items, and the regular items have 
been a bit slow lately. 

Summing it all up, however, 
dealers are satisfied with business, 
and with good business anticipated 
for December, it is expected that 
business volume for 1941 will be 
the greatest in a number of years. 


Pittsburgh: 
New Car Sales 


Decline 37.4% 


PITTSBURGH — (UTPS) — Alle- 
gheny county new passenger car 
registrations for October were 2,282, 
a decline of 37.4 percent from the 
3,646 of the same month in 1940. 

For 10 months, total new car reg- 
istrations were 46,819, an increase 
of 20.3 percent over the compara- 
tive 1940 period. 





November Sales Fall 


Below 1940 in Vt. 


MONTPELIER, Vt.— Passenger 
car registrations in Vermont dur- 
ing November total 840, as com- 
pared with 947 in the same month 
@ year ago, according to the motor 
vehicle department here. 

Total registrations of Passenger 
cars for the year, however, are 
85,073, well above the 82,185 for the 
corresponding period last year. 


Franchise Changes Hands 


CANTON, O.—Incorporation of Ik- 
Bayer, Inc., which will ee ths 
Hudson franchise of the E. F. Figley 
Motor Co., has been announced here. 
eae psiey,, former president, will 

e au 
after 16 years as a dealer. . ee 
iainmndaeni 

Chris Sinsabaugh’s sparklin 
“Sparks” column i r : 
“‘wide-awake”’ in laden 7 = 


ers are too stunned to be surprised 
at anything any more. 

However, it is generally felt that 
whichever plan for a ceiling is 
adopted it will be accepted without 
protest by the dealers, who wil] 
continue to “do the best they can 
with what they have” and to hope 
that the war will be finished be. 
fore they are! 


Syracuse: 
Service Plugged 


To Offset Lost 
New Car Profits} 


SYRACUSE.—New passenger 
registrations in Onondaga county 
last month totaled 370, a drop o 
56.3 percent compared with No 
vember 1940, and exactly the same 
number as in September, this year 
which was the lowest monthly to 
tal since October 1938. 


Total of new car registrations 
in the county during the 11 month; 
ended Nov. 30 was 10,544, up 13: 
percent compared with the like 
1940 period. The 11 months’ tots 
this year is higher than that fo 
the comparable period of any pre 
vious year except 1929, when the 
figures for the 11 months were 
11,330. 


There were 86 new trucks reg 
istered in Onondaga county last 
month, a decrease of 4.4 percent 
compared with November 1940; to 
tal for the first 11 months this 
year 1,393, up 11.4 percent. 


Faced with a potential wartime ~ 
shortage of new automobiles in 
1942, some Syracuse dealers have 
already taken steps to expand 
their service facilities to meet they 
requirements of an increased num 
ber of owners who will be unablay’ 
to buy new cars. 

X\ 




























One example of the trend is the 
action of Rusterholtz & Rossel 
Inc., Chrysler-Plymouth distribu 
tor, in establishing 24-hour serv 
ice, coupled with the announce 
ment that its parts department i 
now open daily until 1 a.m. 


Jerome B. Rusterholtz, presiden 
explained that from now on th 
company will give special attention 
to the sale of oil, tires and ac 
cessories, and in building up busi 
ness along these lines expects t 
take up some of the slack in the 
sale of new cars when acute short 
ages develop. 





Denver: 


New, Used Sales 
Decline in Nov. 


Tax Revenue Uy 


DENVER.—The number of new 
and used automobiles sold in Colo 
rado, as revealed by the number 0 
titles issued by the state motor ve 
hicle department, declined from 
12,600 in September to 8,600 in No 
vember, Farrington R. Carpente 
state revenue director, said as 
week. 

In contrast to the decline in mo 
tor vehicle sales transactions, how 
ever, the sales tax collections 0 
casual sales in which no dealer wa 
involved has more than doubled 
Carpenter disclosed. 

Carpenter pointed out that cas 
ual sales tax collections increased 
from $2,022 in September to $4,23 
in November, and casual sales té 
returns increased from 651 to 1,29 
in the same period. 
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New Orleans Dealers 
Join in Service Driv 


NEW ORLEANS. — Twenty-onf If ¢] 
dealers here have joined with 
private finance company in a Pro 
motion scheme for the _ recom 
ditioning of automobiles and truck] Ma . 
for the private owner on sma 
monthly payments. 


This follows the union of 
group of four Ford dealers in 4 
educational plan to prove to 
owner that he can purchase 4 Ne' 
car without down payment, ! 
spite of new federal regulation 
by using his old car as payment. 
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“y How many legs has a Syllogism? 








in Colo 
umber 0 
1otor ve 
d= from 
0 in No 
arpente 
aid las 


> in mo ICCORDING to Webster, a syllogism isa _ need is to reach the biggest group of poten- 


oe logical argument standing upon three _ tial customers. 





ae legs... MINOR PREMISE: LIFE reaches 
ubled g . 
, — the biggest audience of any maga- 
== 1. The major prennse; zine—21,900,000 readers weekly. 
to $4,2 . 
males 5 2. The minor premise; CREM Therefore, LIFE is the ad- 
——— vertiser’s basic mass magazine—the 
2. 3. The conclusion. hardest-working magazine on his list. 
Driv Logical? Reasonable? True? Unquestion- 
a If the premises are true, then the conclu- ably. This syllogism reflects why ‘“Amer- 
wi ss . ° ° e e 
n a prasion must be true. For instance... ica’s Most Potent Editorial Force’’ is also 
» recon 





nd trul$#MA JOR PREMISE: The advertiser’s prime “America’s Most Potent Advertising Force.” 
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Revealed and authenticated by latest figures in Report No. 5, 
LIFE’s Continuing Study of Magazine Audiences—just released, 
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U.S. Setting Up Program to Treble Arms Production 
Keller Outlines Defense Effort, 


168-Hour Work-Week Pushed; 





War Labor Policy is Sought 


By Harry A. Williams 
Associate Editor 

DETROIT. — While the federal 
government was setting its sights 
for an all-out war effort, scope of 
which would treble the present 
military production, last week saw 
industry, labor and public groups 
rapidly formulating plans to erase 
any stumbling blocks which might 
disrupt such a program. Develop- 
ments of the past week were these: 

President Roosevelt, after a ses- 

- sion with high Army, Navy and 

government officials, announced 
that all industry turning out war 
materials must go on a seven-day 
week schedule and operate 24 hours 
a day. 

Five industries — guns, planes, 

tanks, and munition and ship- 
building—must get into this full 
168-hour week as soon as possible, 
William S. Knudsen, co-director of 
OPM, declared in outlining a 
“work - or- fight” program, which 
calls for doubling the present 
bomber goal to 1,000 a month. 

A committee of 12 labor rep- 

resentatives and 12 industry 
representatives was ordered to re- 
port to Washington next week for 
a roundtable conference to. map 
out a workable war-labor policy. 


CIO and AFL both went on rec- 
ord pledging Roosevelt full co- 


100% Defense 
At GM Division 


ROCHESTER, N. Y.—One 
hundred percent production for 
national defense will be attained 
in January by the Rochester Prod- 
ucts division of General Motors, 
Thomas L. Lee, general manager, 
announced last week. 


The change-over from manufac- 
ture of automotive electrical prod- 
ucts to all-out defense production 
is taking just a year to effect, Lee 
said. Furthermore, the shift is be- 
ing accomplished without any gen- 
eral stoppage of work and without 
any major lay-offs. At the present 
time 75 percent of the plant is 
devoted to defense production, and 
deliveries of tank and aircraft 
electrical equipment are well ahead 
of schedule. 

Lee announced receipt of ad- 
ditional business which will bring 
the division’s monthly output of 
defense products to more than $1,- 
250,000. He said that there was 
every reason to believe that this 
volume of business would continue 
during the emergency. Taking care 
of its requirements, he added, 
would make necessary the discon- 
tinuance of all non-defense work. 


Chrysler of Canada Gets 


Order for 6,000 Trucks 
DETROIT.—Chrysler Corp. of 
Canada was awarded a contract 
last week by the Dominion govern- 
ment to produce 6,000 trucks for 
the Canadian Army and Royal Can- 
adian Air Force, delivery to be 
made early in 1942. 


operation and voiced support of the 
seven-day, 168-hour work week. 
Rank-and-file union members were 
reported to be circulating petitions 
in Detroit for CIO and AFL mem- 
bers to lay aside differences and 
join hands in the common cause. 


In requesting the full work week, 
it was indicated that the “swing- 
shift” plan of a five-day week for 
all workers would probably be the 
plan put into effect. This would 
substantially relieve the widespread 
unemployment that was due to 
evolve from drastic restrictions of 
automobile production. 


Negotiations for the swing-shift 
plan have been underway for some 
weeks in many defense plants in 
this area. Reports last week indi- 
cated that an agreement was near- 
ing completion between the UAW- 
CIO and the Chrysler Corp. Repre- 
sentatives of the union and Gen- 
eral Motors were also working on 
a similar agreement. 


Knudsen, in discussing plans for 
increased war-materials output, 
which some _ observers believed 
would reach an annual volume of 
60 billions, said new bomber plants 
would be located far inland to re- 
move the threat of Axis aircraft 
attack, rather than concentrated 
along the Atlantic and Pacific 
coasts, as is now the case. Knudsen 
also declared that he believed suffi- 
cient skilled labor was available to 
permit the 168-hour work week. 


The conference of labor and in- 
dustry groups has side-tracked, for 
the time being at least, anti-strike 
legislation in the Senate. The 
policy, which is to come out of the 
conference, is expected to closely 
parallel terms of legislation which 
were being debated in the Senate. 


The labor-industry plan is ex- 
pected to ban strikes or lockouts 
in industries turning out war ma- 
terials for the duration of the war, 
call for operation of war plants 
seven days a week, 24-hours a day 
wherever possible, and setting up 
of arbitration panels for final set- 
tlement of all disputes between 
employer and employe. 


Thomas Raps NAM 
Strike Stand 


NEW YORK. — R. J. Thomas, 
UAW-CIO president, commenting 
last week on a statement of Na- 
tional Manufacturers Assn., which 
opposed calling a conference of 
labor and industry representatives 
to arrange a strike-truce, and de- 
manded immediate passage of 
labor legislation, said: 

“The National Assn. of Manufac- 
turers is endangering national un- 
ity and _ obstructing industrial 
peace. This is a continuation of 
industry’s pre-war position. Every 
time labor seeks to promote unity 
and increase production, industry 
reacts unfavorably and tries to ob- 
struct the program. 

“We will reach an understanding 
on prevention of strikes through 
voluntary action of labor and man- 
agement despite this sabotage of 
defense efforts.” 


Copy Writer Wanted 


A Philadelphia Four A’s agency seeks ad- 
ditional copy talent— young enough, we hope, 
to avoid the feeling that he is a “finished 
writer”; old enough to have developed a sense 
of technique; intelligent enough to realize 


that knowledge sometimes must precede in- 
spiration; ambitious enough to make the most 
of opportunity. 


Write fully —tell us what you would like to 
know if you were sitting on our side of the 
desk. Your letter will be regarded as con- 
fidential. Box 2838, Automotive News, 2751 E. 
Jefferson Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
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SYMBOL of the automotive in- 
dustry’s part in the nation’s war ef- 
forts is this picture of rivers of 
Wright aircraft engine pistons flowing 
from the production lines of the Air- 
craft division of Hudson Motor Car Co. 


SAE Approves 
New Standards 
for Plane Engines 


NEW YORK.—Pioneering in a 
relatively new field of standardiza- 
tion work, the Aeronautics division 
of the Society of Automotive Engi- 
neers’ Standards Committee re- 
cently approved 42 new aircraft- 
engine standards, within eight 
months of the inauguration of the 
extensive project, John A. C. War- 
ner, secretary and general manager 
of the _ society, announced last 
week. 


Initiated immediately after a re- 
quest for developing standards in 
the aircraft industry by the Office 
of Production Management on Feb. 
28, the task was divided between 
four subdivisions, serving as steer- 
ing committees, and 34 subcom- 
mittees, each charged with a spe- 
cific assignment. More than 130 
aeronautical engineers on _ these 
committees have totaled tens of 
thousands of man-hours of work 
during these months, Warner ex- 
plained. The work continues on its 
many fronts. 


The standards approved pertain 
largely to problems of interest to 
the aircraft-engine manufacturers. 
The range of standards included 
are: standard altitude graph sheets 
for the presentation of aircraft- 
engine performance, standard car- 
buretor control connections, stand- 
ard carburetor flanges, propeller 
shaft ends, tachometer drives, mag- 
netos, aircraft-engine bolt heads, 
aircraft-engine screw heads, air- 
craft-engine hexagon nuts, lockwire 
cotter pins, procedures and equip- 
ment for the preparation of engines 
for shipment and storage to prevent 
corrosion, standard definitions of 
aircraft-engine terms, as well as 
symbols and sketches for pressures 
and temperatures in an aircraft- 
engine induction system. 


The group of standards approved 
was developed by various subcom- 
mittees of the SAE aircraft-engine 
subdivision and are expected to 
prove of great value to the industry 
during the current emergency. 


Cadillac Board Keeps 
Tab on War Output 


DETROIT. — A 7x20-foot board, 
somewhat resembling the ticker 
boards in stock brokers’ offices, has 
just been completed at the Cadillac 
Motor Car plant to keep defense 
production men abreast of statis- 
tics on vital “machine load.” 


Posted are listings of each type 
of machine engaged in Allison air- 
craft engine work, the number and 
department location of each and 
their total hours of operation per 
day. A factory executive can deter- 
mine from an inspection of the 
board exactly how output can move 
in relation to schedule, where 
bottlenecks exists and how avail- 
able machine hours are being ap- 
plied. : 





Post-War Plans of Industry 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—Defense contribu- 
tions of automobile producers and 
industry as a whole were stressed 
by K. T. Keller, president of Chrys- 
ler Corp., as industry’s speaker at 
the annual dinner last week of the 
National Assn. of Manufacturers 
which concluded its 46th annual 
Congress of American Industry. 

Keller asserted that American 
industry has rallied to the defense 
of the country in such a whole- 
hearted way and has demonstrated 
its importance to national defense 
so clearly that the time has come 
for the public to stop blaming it 
for its past mistakes and to give 
it recognition and credit for its 
present achievements. 

“Industry does not ask to have 
its faults overlooked or its vir- 
tues extolled,” he said. “But those 
who have their country’s real in- 
terests at heart will not indefinitely 
permit it to be cast in the whip- 
ping-boy role to promote the sel- 
fish interests of its detractors.” 

Motor Contribution Huge 

Keller pointed out that the auto- 
mobile industry already has de- 
livered 125,000 military vehicles to 
the United States and non-Axis 
governments, that the Chrysler 
tank arsenal is now producing 
more tanks in one month than 
were built in this country during 
the whole of the first World War, 
and that one day’s production from 
all tank plants in this country ex- 
ceeds the total American tanks 
made during that war. 

American industry next year, 
Keller said, will produce $30,000,- 
000,000 of defense goods, as com- 
pared with a total manufacturing 
output in 1939 of $38,000,000,000, or 
“defense items at a rate equal to 
three-fourths of their total normal 
annual output of peacetime goods.” 

Under the free enterprise sys- 
tem, he emphasized, the United 
States in a little more than a year 
has reached a _ production level 
that it took totalitarian Germany 
more than five years to achieve. 

Keller pledged that industry was 
ready not only to do its utmost to 
help win the war but also realized 
its post-war responsibilities. Stress- 
ing the tremendous economic prob- 
lems that may be expected to fol- 
low the war, he added: 

“What can industry do about it? 
Many things. 

“It can keep its production ma- 
chinery in good running order. 

“It can raise its sights to per- 
haps the greatest desire for useful 
products the world has ever seen. 

“It can take the new skills 
learned in defense production, the 
new metallurgy, the new chem- 
istry, the new discoveries, the new 
materials, the new inventions, the 
new economies which have been 
developed for war and adapt them 
to making new products—products 
that are better, more desirable and 
cheaper for public benefit and use. 

“It can engage in the research 
that is necessary to develop these 
things commercially and do it 
without interfering with the re- 
search that must go on to improve 
our weapons of war. 

“It can get ready to convert it- 
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self quickly to the manufacture of 
desired and appealing products. 

“It can anticipate these de- 
velopments now and try to avoid 
the necessity of getting peacetime 
production under way at the 
eleventh hour when the demand 
may be already upon us.” 

Advance Planning Urged 

Importance of planning in ad- 
vance to meet post-war problems 
had also been discussed by a num- 
ber of earlier speakers at the con- 
clave, including Alfred P. Sloan jr., 
chairman of General Motors Corp., 
who disclosed that at GM the 
executives in each operating unit 
have already been given the task 
of planning for the post-war era 
in what he called an “A. H. pro- 
gram—after Hitler.” 

Sloan emphasized that America 
will “enter the post-war period 
with a greatly expanded industrial 
plant,” and said that at GM, “on 
the liquidation of the defense pro- 
gram we hope to have available 
concrete programs for each pro- 
duction unit ... all ready for ac- 
tion. 

“I am attempting myself to 
stimulate and coordinate these ac- 
tivities into a harmonious whole,” 
he added. “Such an approach con- 
templates accelerating the de- 
velopment of new products, re- 
engineering existing products, 
making use of new materials and 
new methods, thus improving qual- 
ity and value, particularly having 
in mind the necessity of lower 
post-war prices.” 

Inflation Must Be Curbed 

To “rebuild a foundation of real 
confidence” in the post-war era, 
Sloan called for an immediate at- 
tack on at least four problems, the 
public debt, price levels, taxation 
and labor relations. The most im- 
portant economic problem at the 
moment is prices, he said, warn- 
ing that inflation brings “an ulti- 
mate economic catastrophe.” As- 
sailing what he termed “the pres- 
ent chaotic situation” in labor re- 
lations, he said that industry sub- 
scribes to the principle of collec- 
tive bargaining, but that “labor, 
if it is to continue to enjoy its 
great privileges, must be held re- 
sponsible for its obligations.” 

Also among the prominent in- 
dustrialists discussing the problem 
of jobs after defense were Lammo 
duPont, chairman of E. I. duPon 
de Nemours & Co., and Harvey 
Firestone, president of the Fire- 
stone Tire and Rubber Co. 

William P. Witherow, president 
of Blaw-Knox Co., Pittsburgh, an¢ 
chairman of the NAM national de 
fense committee, was elected presi 
dent of the association, succeeding; 
Walter D. Fuller, president of 
Curtis Publishing Co. The follow 
ing were elected directors-at-large 
for 1942-43: S. Bayard Colgate 
chairman of Colgate - Palmolive 
Peet Co.; Thomas J. Hargrave, 
president, Eastman Kodak Co. 
John Holmes, president, Swift 4 
Co.; Sydney G. McAllister, chair 
man, executive committee, Inter 
national Harvester Co., Malcolm 
Muir, president and_ publisher 
Newsweek; W. 8S. S. Rodgers, presi 
dent, the Texas Co. 
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SCENE: 4 New York automobile salesroom. 


Joe the automobile salesman is demonstrating the fine 
points of the new model to prospective purchasers. 

Since the law of averages works now as it always did 
—there are seven chances in ten that Joe’s prospects are 
middle-incomed. Not wealthy, and not poor. But substan- 
tial, ordinary incomed people, the kind of folks that buy 
most new cars everywhere. 

In New York, the middle-incomed districts continue 
to buy most new cars. They did last year, and they did 
last month. They buy more than ¢wece as many cars in 
New York City as the high-income and the low-income 
districts combined. 
In 1940, the middle-income districts of New York City 
bought 69.5% of all new cars. In the first 
ten months of 1941 they bought 68.8% of 


new cars. In October 68.9% of new car sales 


Automotive Executives: 
To learn more about automobile sales 
in the New York market, write for 
factual monthly new car sales break- 
down by makes and models in 107 
survey districts. Just ask for News 
“New Car Sales Analysis”! 


NEWS BUILDING 
New York 


UTOMOTIVE NEWS, DECEMBER 15, 1941 


TIME: The present. 


went to middle-income districts. 

The middle-incomed buy a majority of all kinds of 
cars. The middle group buys more Buicks, more Chryslers, 
more Nashes, more Packards, more Studebakers, more 
Chevrolets, more Fords, more Plymouths. To get most 
sales in New York, advertise to the customers who buy 
most cars! 

Only in The News can you reach a majority of New 
York’s middle-incomed market. In the middle-incomed 
districts buying most new cars The News has more circu- 
lation than the other New York morning newspapers 
combined, more than all the evening newspapers com- 
bined. It reaches more new car buyers, at less cost per call. 
In these days, put most of your money where it influences 
most of your prospects. Put most of your New York 


advertising in The News! 





TRIBUNE TOWER 
Chicago 


155 MONTGOMERY ST. 


San Francisco 


7 out OF 10 NEW YORK CITY FAMILIES READ THE NEWS! 









10—(1106 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DECEMBER 15, 1941 


DEFENSE 





Ca 
TT 
CEN 
Warm Up 
TT 





THE Standard 
THERMOSTAT 
PRRMRNE OTL 


eit) 


FULTON SYLPHON CO. 
OOO R UAE he 





Motor Defense Plants Cover Wide Area 


Jobs Are Spread 
To Nearly All 


States in Nation 


DETROIT.—Widespread distribu- 
tion of the automobile industry’s 
defense work is brought out in an 
analysis by the Automobile Manu- 
facturers Assn. showing the loca- 
tion of one or more motor industry 
defense plants in 17 states and 67 
communities, from coast to coast. 

“Detroit is only the symbolic 
capital of a vast defense produc- 
tion empire,” says the AMA report. 
“With the industry’s plants span- 
ning the United States, and with 
its practice of farming out work 
to suppliers, its defense work cre- 
ates jobs in nearly all of the 48 
states.” 

On the West Coast boundary of 
the automotive arsenal, three Cali- 
fornia plants are engaged in air- 
craft and military vehicle produc- 
tion. Up the coast at Seattle, Army 
truck manufacture goes forward. 


On the Atlantic Coast side, 
Connecticut has two automobile 
defense plants producing a va- 
riety of products. Maryland makes 
motor trucks. New York, New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania have mo- 
tor plants in nearly a score of 
cities turning out tank parts, 
marine equipment, aircraft as- 
semblies and other military goods. 

The South is represented in 
Memphis, Tenn., where bomber as- 
semblies are being shipped, in At- 
lanta, where military vehicles roll 
off assembly lines, and in Hender- 
son, N. C., where similar produc- 
tion goes on. 

Michigan has automobile defense 
plants in 11 cities and towns, Ohio 
is close behind with nine plant 
communities and Indiana next with 
seven. Defense production goes 
ahead in five Wisconsin cities and 
four Illinois communities. West of 
the industrial states finds Missouri 
with two automobile defense cities 
and Colorado with one. 


Serving these plants are thous- 
ands of supplying firms, scattered 
over nearly all of the 48 states. 


Following normal practices in its 
automobile and truck business, the 
industry in 1941 farmed out a 
large part of the defense job to 
sub-contractors and suppliers. An 
analysis of 104 random defense 
contracts showed 45 percent of the 
dollar volume assigned to outside 
concerns. 

In 16 cities, the motor industry 
has two or more plants doing de- 
fense work. Multiple plant cities 
are: Chicago, Indianapolis, Muncie, 
Anderson, Detroit, Pontiac, Flint, 
Lansing, Kalamazoo, Saginaw, 
Bloomfield, Rochester, Dayton, 
Cleveland, Warren and Milwaukee. 


Timken to Make 
Shells in Old Plant 


CANTON, O.—The old Savannah 
avenue plant here—long in disuse— 
has been revitalized by Timken 
Roller Bearing Co. for the exclu- 
sive purpose of manufacturing the 
37 mm. shot, it was announced last 
week. 


There are two shells that will go 
a long way to win this war, and 
thus will be made in almost limit- 
less quantities. These are the 20 
mm. and 37 mm. shells. Timken is 
now making the 37 mm. shot and 
will undoubtedly, in the near fu- 
ture, start production on the 20 
mm. 


Chevrolet Truck Manual 
Keeps Army Up to Date 


DETROIT. — Every one of the 
Chevrolet 4x4 Army trucks is 
equipped with a service manual to 
keep pace with the trucks that roll 
from Chevrolet assembly lines des- 
tined for the Army. Nearly 170,000 
such books have already been pro- 
duced. 


Published at the request of the 
Technical Service Division of the 
Quartermaster Corps, these manu- 
als contain all information perti- 
nent to the service and mainten- 
ance of Chevrolet trucks. 


‘Dealers Tell Me,” by John O. 
Munn, is an open forum for the 
expression of dealers’ opinions. It 
appears weekly in Automotive News. 








THE CENTER WING sections of the Consolidated B-24 bombers the Ford 


Motor Co. will build in its new plant at Willow Run, 
in this 60-foot fixture. The big steel vertical assembl 
completed in the tool and die department of the Ford 


Mich., will be assembled 
frame is now being 
uge plant. 


U.S. Steel Production Alone 
Easily Tops Total Axis Output 


NEW YORK.—The United States 
alone can produce three tons of 
steel for every two tons that can 
be made by Germany, Italy, Japan 
and all the Axis-dominated coun- 
tries of the world put together, ac- 
cording to a study made by Ameri- 
can Iron and Steel Institute. 


Combined steel capacity of the 


Buick Making 
Carbide Tools 


FLINT.—Helping to speed its 
production of war items such as 
aircraft engines and parts, Buick 
has eliminated virtually all delays 
incident to obtaining special tung- 
sten carbide tools from tool manu- 
facturers by producing such cut- 
ting tools—at a saving in cost—in 
its own plant here. 


Carbide tools, used largely be- 
cause—in addition to saving tung- 
sten—they have the ability to cut 
metals several times as fast as 
tools made of high speed steel, are 
produced at Buick by brazing 
standardized sizes of carbide tips 
to shanks of S.A.E. 1,340 steel. 
While the carbide tips themselves 
are readily obtained from pro- 
ducers of tungsten carbide—such 
as Carboloy Co., etc.—the possi- 
bility of delays in obtaining com- 
plete tools is thus avoided by 
Buick. 


Carbide tools are produced by 
Buick in the following manner: 
Shanks are ground to size on all 
four sides from hot rolled stock 
(containing no strategic tungsten) 
on water type surface grinders. 
From here they go to the milling 
department where the recess for 
the tip is milled out, and the shank 
is stamped, ready for brazing the 
tip in place. 
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MORE THAN 100,000 dealers and 
service stations are cooperating with 
the OPM in displaying this poster, 
urging motorists to conserve rubber. 
OPM lists these rules for making tires 
last longer: Don’t speed; keep tires 
peapess inflated; don’t stop short or 
make Jackrabbit starts; don’t strike 
curbs; check wheel alignment twice a 
yest repair cuts, leaks, etc., prompt- 
y; change wheel positions every 5,000 
miles; always use right sized tires; 
don’t speed around curves; if pos- 
sible have old tires retreaded instead 
of buying new ones. 


United States, the British Empire 
and Russia is considerably more 
than twice the Axis total. 

Even if two-thirds of the Rus- 
sian capacity should fall into Ger- 
man hands, the United States and 
the Allies could still make 60 per 
cent more steel than Germany and 
the rest of the world, according to 
institute. 

By the close of 1941, the Amer- 
ican steel industry will have ca- 
pacity for producing approximately 
88,000,000 net tons of steel per year. 
Comparable statistics of capacity 
are not published by foreign coun- 
tries, but the records of maximum 
production in peak years represent 
a@ measure of capacity. 

According to the best informa- 
tion available, approximately 60,- 
600,000 tons per year can be pro- 
duced by Germany, Japan and all 
European steelmaking nations ex- 
cept Russia. American steel ca- 
pacity exceeds that total by close 
to 50 percent. 


Steel capacity of the British Em- 
pire is approximately 20,600,000 tons 
per year, while that of Russia is 
about 21,800,000 tons. Together, the 
steel capacity of the United States, 
the British Empire and Russia is 
about 130,400,000 tons per year, or 
nearly 120 percent more than that 
of the Axis. 


Seeks Manpower 


For Civilian Jobs 


DAYTON, O.—Varley P. Young, 
for five years public relations di- 
rector for Chevrolet with Camp- 
bell - Ewald, has 
been assigned as 
chief of the or- 
ganization 
charged with the 
task of hiring a 
vast number of 
civilian workers 
for the Air Serv- 
ice Command of 
the U. S. Army 
air corps. 

A reserve of- 
ficer for 10 years, 
Young was re- 
cently called to active duty as 
captain in the air corps at Wright 
Field, Dayton, O. His official title 
is chief of the recruitment, ap- 
pointment and public relations 
unit, Civilian Personnel branch of 
the Air Service Command. 


“Under the newly formed Air 
Service Command, thousands of 
well-paying jobs are available to 
civilians,” said Capt. Young. “Men 
with experience as motor me- 
chanics, welders, carburetor and 
ignition specialists, stockroom 
clerks and other classifications are 
urgently needed to service and 
maintain the rapidly increasing 
number of airplanes being added 
to the Army Air Corps. Instrument 
specialists, men familiar with 
speedometer, ammeter, pressure 
and fuel gauge overhaul work are 
another group we are appealing to. 
Where necessary, additional train- 
ing is given to these men at no 
cost to make them service experts 
on the nation’s fighting planes.” 
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GM War Output 
Beats Schedules, 


Sloan Declares 


NEW YORK. — The combined 
rate of completion for five major 
types of defense products currently 
in production in 
General Motors 


$720,000,000, is 
ahead of sched. 
ule, 
vealed last week 
by Alfred P. Sloan 
jr., chairman of 
the corporation, 





duction progress 


A. P. Sloan jr. 


holders. 


“Work is being pushed forward | 


with the greatest energy on assign- 
ments received,” Sloan stated in his 
message. “In some cases it has 
been possible to complete the in- 


plants having an | 
aggregate con- [. 
tract value of fF: 


it was re. * 


in a defense pro- | 


report to stock. | 









stallation of the necessary special |; 


facilities ahead of schedule. 
“Total deliveries of Allison en- 
gines, based on dollar volume, were 


rapidly reaching original contract fe 
schedules at the end of the third |. 


quarter of 1941. They were equiva- 
lent to 91 percent of original sched- 


ules as projected for that time. } 
is now at the full}; 


Production 
scheduled rate. 


“In addition to the items already |, 
in production, work is progressing , 


rapidly on installation of tools and 
equipment for other important as- 


signments, such as Pratt & Whit-[-, 


ney aircraft engines to be built by 
Buick and Chevrolet and various 
other projects undertaken by other 
divisions. 

“The aim of GM is not only to 
meet but, wherever possible, to sur- 
pass original schedules. ‘Defense 
comes first in General Motors’—to 
the end that through the most 
efficient possible utilization of the 


organization’s ability to produce, of 
its engineering and management Its 


skill, both current obligations and 


broad responsibilities may be met.” } 





Defense Notes-- 
Military Deliveries Up 


Canadian Ministry of Munitions} 


and Supply in a report to the House 
of Commons declared that the 


country’s automobile industry has} 
already delivered over 150,000 mili- }, 
tary vehicles of all types,- accord- §, 


ing to the U. S.! department of 
commerce. In addition, the report 
stated, buses, tires and spare parts 


have been delivered in large quan- & 
tities. Production of Canadian-de- 


signed armored scout and recon- 
naissance cars is expanding rapidly 
and will reach 100 per month early 
in 1942. Substantial orders for mo- 
torcycles, which are not manufac- 
tured in Canada, have been place? 

in the United States. 

ess: 8 

Permanent Exhibits 

Permanent exhibits or “market 
places,” where manufacturers may 


see and examine samples of cur-hs 
rently needed war equipment and} 


parts, will be established in sit that 


major cities between now and Jan. 
1, and in a number of other cities 


shortly thereafter, Floyd B. Od-} 


lum, director of the contract dis- 


tribution division of OPM has an-} 


nounced. 
eee 
Priority Rating Given 
. Manufacturers who are vroduc- 
ing armored half-track vehicles for 


the Army and for the British gov-}; 
ernment have been granted the}, 


assistance of an A-1-f preference 
rating in a limited blanket rating 
order. The rating assigned by the 
order, P-35, may be applied to the 
acquisition of material—which will 
be physically incorporated in the 
finished vehicle. The rating may be 
extended. 
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a Strength of Motor Parts Shares Surprises Wall Street 


— 


t |Ups and Downs of Conflict 
8, | Seen Controlling Market 


res By Dana Stuart 
bined Wall St. Correspondent 
major | NEW YORK.—One of the out- 
rently |ianding features of the “break” in 
on in |e stock market following the out- 
Motors beak of war was the relative 
ng an ltrength displayed by the shares of 
COn- Jorts and accessory companies. 
1€ of f some of these stocks lost only 
10, is bactions while the market in gen- 
sched- [a] and some of the automotive 
S re- Beaders were losing several points. 
week | Generally speaking, the securities 
Sloan Jnarkets withstood the shock of 
an of far, and the bad news with which 
ration, |. started, in good shape. There was 
€ pro- f., demoralization on the floors of 
ogress Ine exchanges and the only real 
stock- itters came during the air raid 






























hlarms. 
rward | 4 threat to the market stability, 
ssign- I; is recognized, would result from 
in his [tual air raids of any scope. But 
it has fie view of Wall Street now is that 
he in- liom this point on changes in stock 
special Frices will follow the ups and 


jowns of the war. 

Still higher taxes may be ex- 
nected from now on. At the same 
ime, the demand for the produc- 
ion of goods contributing to prose- 
ution of the war will be increased. 
The outlook for dividend pay- 
ments is, of course, obscure. For 
this year, however, payments will 
he substantially larger than in 1940 
in the automotive industry. Novem- 
ker declarations by car and truck 
ompanies totaled $53,051,000 
gainst $49,042,000 in the like 1940 
month, bringing declarations for 


Public’s Fuel Bill 
io ur-| 10 Rise if Octane 


Yefense ° ° 
to RatingisLowered 
of the} NEW YORK.—Seeking to main- 
luce, of fain the civilian gasoline supply at 
gement fs present high quality and thus 
ns and fvert an estimated annual increase 
e met.” Bf at least $125,000,000 in its cost 
» motorists, the refining and mar- 
eting committees for District 1 
mder the Petroleum Coordinator’s 
Difice recently adopted a resolu- 
pe ion urging government authori- 
nitions fies to allocate sufficient chlorine 
» House ind pig lead for the manufacture 
at the bext year of 210,000,000 pounds of 
ry has}traethyl lead, which quantity is 
10 mili- fre estimated actual requirements 
accord: br the oil industry, including 50,- 
ent of 80,000 pounds for direct defense 
report heeds, 
e parts} John A. Brown, president of the 
2 quan Bocony-Vacuum Oil Co., Inc., said 
lian-de-fhat the proposed restriction by 
recon-Bhe Office of Civilian Supply to 
rapidly fmit the manufacture of tetra- 
h early Hthy] lead next year to 100,000,000 
for ™MO0- Bounds, including the 50,000,000 for 
anufac- Birect defense needs, would result 
place? h a decrease of 5.5 octane num- 
ts On motor gasoline and would 
tsult in a substantial increase in 
ne fuel cost to the United States 
‘market tublic, 
rs MOYiIt was noted by the resolution 
of cur-hat two outstanding engineers of 
mt andthe automotive industry have said 
in sitet the increase in fuel con- 
nd = imption to be expected from a 
r | 4 Tease of 5.5 octane numbers in 
B. dis» ne quality of gasoline would be 
uct 48° percent in cars requiring 75 oc- 
has 4" kne number for operation without 
Nectionable knock. 
The committees believe this 
t ould increase the public’s motor 
produc: Kel bill by at least $125,000,000 an- 
cles forfually, Brown said, emphasizing 
sh *. lat this figure was regarded as 
ed theRe absolute minimum. 
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NEW YORK.—Directors of 
hited States Rubber Co. last week 
———~ Pted a dividend of $1.50 on the 


pgr™mon stock, payable Dec. 22 to 
memecKholders of record Dec. 15. 
Be his makes a total of $2 a share 


the common in 1941. 


Graphite Dividend 


CLEVELAND. — Directors of The 
veland Graphite Bronze Co. last 
declared a year-end dividend of 


‘ents a share on common stock. 


may be 
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NAM Urges Naming 
Of Single Defense Head 


NEW YORK.—Demands for a 
single agency with a_ single 
head to guide and speed the de- 
fense program, a_ far-sighted 





STOCK PRICE AVERAGES 
"Period Period Change Aso || M@tional labor policy, a general 


A Special to Aut tive N e 
24 motors ........... 25.93 29.73 220 3481 || Sales tax, broadened steps to ||?” aernmar.. 7 no = in cee ere in war trans 
10 car-truck cos. ....25.76 23.56 —2.20 36.32|| Curb inflation, and assurances MO .— Further curtail-| port work. 
10 parts-access. ......26.12 24.66 —1.46 28.2311 that government controls over || ment of production for civilian] The statement also said that all 


4 tire-rubbers ....... 19.73 17.04 —2.69 18.59|| industry during the defense || Purposes by Canada’s automotive 








Canada Continues Curtailment: 


42Light-TruckOutputCut50% 
Heavy Models Hold ’41 Level 


| emergency will be relaxed when || industry in 1942 has been ordered | licensed by Jan. 1. 


the emergency is over were || by Motor Vehicles Controller J. H. 
the first 11 months to $222,435,000|| adopted by the National Assn. || Berry, it was announced last week. 
of Manufacturers at its annual || The order provides that: 
Production of trucks under 10,- 
000 pounds gross ratings must 
dividends compared with $12,200,000|| General Electric Co., empha- || be limited to one-half the quantity 


against $206,110,000 a year ago. 
Parts and accessory companies|| Congress here Dec. 3-5. 
in November declared $16,600,000 in Cc. E. Wilson, president of 


in like 1940 period, and for the first || sized that “lending our rights” || produced in 1941. 
11 months their declarations|| to defense agencies during the 
amounted to $71,000,000 against $54,-|| emergency “must not be used 
835,000 a year ago. This means that || to undermine our free institu- 
both groups of companies in No-|| tions” lest we create here 
vember declared $69,651,000 against || “those very conditions that we 
$61,242,000 a year ago and for the|| are now helping to fight 
first 11 months, $293,435,000 com-|| throughout the world.” 

pared with $260,945,000. 


production. 





Output of larger trucks, includ- 
ing furniture vans, transports 
and buses, must not exceed 1941 


Purolator Pays 


Re LL) Ue 


Nee ial UL 





In addition to meeting demands for regular 
1942 automotive bearing applications, Hyatts 
are filling the industry’s need for bearings as- 
signed to mechanized defense equipment. 

Also, Hyatt Roller Bearings are helping to 
free, from bearing wear and care, the machinery 
in your plants which has been called upon to 
produce this defense equipment. 

As this proves once more, today and always, 
where the loads are heavy and the going tough 
you can depend on Hyatt Roller Bearings for 


any application. 


ROLL ER 

















BEA RI 


Hyatt Bearings Division, 
General Motors Sales Cor- 
poration, Harrison, N.J., 
Chicago, Detroit, Pittsburgh, 
and San Francisco. 
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truck manufacturers must be 


“Because of the heavy demands 
being made on the railroads and 
on lake, river and coastal ship- 
ping,” the statement said “it was 
deemed advisable to allow greater 
latitude in the production of the 
large transport vehicles. We must 
keep the war supplies moving.” 


NEWARK, N. J.—Board of Directors 
of Purolator Products, Inc., at its re- 
cent meeting declared a dividend of 


The order does not reduce pro-| five cents per share on the outstanding 
duction of large transports below| py... 
the 1941 level because they are’ of the close of business on 


ock. Payment will be made 


— 
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Effects of War Output 


discussed by Alex Taub, chief, con- 
version section, contract distribu- 
tion division of OPM. 

Wednesday morning’s session will 


Keynote NSPA Conclave sittin iscice *tis 8 


CHICAGO. — With interest 
heightened by the war with Japan 
and its attendant restrictions on 
materials, the first general session 
of National Standard Parts Assn.’s 
Industrial Defense Conference will 
be held today (Monday) in Hotel 
Sherman here. 


Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
of the past week were devoted to 
year-end meetings of the NSPA 
board of governors and standing 
committees. 


This year’s conference, first of 
its type, was decided upon after 
cancellation of the annual Auto- 
motive Service Industries show, 
which had been set for February 
in Atlantic City. 


Outstanding as a feature of the 
conference will be manufacturer 
“lounges” occupying the exhibition 
hall at the Sherman and providing 
suitable facilities where about 150 
manufacturers may conduct pri- 
vate business sessions with individ- 
ual wholesaler executives. Empha- 
sis is placed on the fact that 
lounges have no facilities for dis- 
play of lines and will in no sense 
duplicate show conditions. No mer- 
chandise or displays of any de- 
scription will be permitted. The 
lounges and decorations, are fur- 
nished by the association at no cost 
to the manufacturers. 


During the first two days of this 
week’s four-day conference, the 
manufacturer lounges will be open 
to NSPA members only. Invited 
non-member wholesalers will be 
admitted Wednesday afternoon, 
and all day Thursday, this week. 
Included in the working schedule 
are meetings of the marketing re- 
search, membership, international 
trade and finance committees, in 
addition to meetings cf the whole- 
salers’ board of governors, the 
manufacturers’ board of governors 
and the board of directors. 


At the opening general session 
today, the subject of discussion will 


Two GM Plants 
Forced to Close 


SAGINAW, Mich.—Two General 
Motors Plants, the Chevrolet Grey 
Iron Foundry and the Chevrolet 
Transmission division, were shut 
down last week, forcing several 
thousand workmen cut of their 
jobs. 

Part of the transmission division, 
the bumper plant, will continue on 
truck production, and it is hoped 
to reopen the entire plant on de- 
fense work early in January, Wal- 
ter J. Burns, manager, said. 

The foundry will resume work 
on truck castings at some later 
date, according to James F. Miller, 
manager, but passenger car pro- 
duction at both plants has been 
terminated. 


New Machine Developed 


For Producing Hose 


PHILADELPHIA. —A new type 
of Horizontal Hose Reinforcement 
Machine, developed to _ produce 
tubing and hose for airplane con- 
trols as well as many other in- 
dustrial uses, has just been de- 
livered to a midwestern rubber 
manufacturer by the Fidelity Ma- 
chine Co. here. 

The new machine knits four to 
six feet of wire and fabric rein- 
forcement per minute over syn- 
thetic rubber inner tubes on steel 
mandrels in one operation. This is 
said to constitute an important in- 
crease in speed of _ production. 
Standard 50 foot mandrels can be 
used. These pass over rubber- 
covered tension feed rolls through 
a knitting head equipped with 
latch needles supplied by four 
cones of yarn and one or two 
spools of wire. Fabric and wire 
reinforcement, knitted in one op- 
eration, makes a tough, flexible 
and more nearly non-kinking hose 


cr tube, it is said. Mandrel with | 
knitted cover is then drawn out | 


of the machine over a set of rub- 
ber-covered tension wheels oper- 
ating from the same drive and at 
identical speed to that of the feed 
rolls. The hose or tubing is now 
ready for rubber impregnation and 
vulcanizing. 





raham, acting chief, automotive 
section of the OPM. “The Wage- 


be “Size of the Defense Program| Hour Law Today” will be discussed 
and How It Will Affect Your Busi-| by T. J. McCormick, special rep- 
ness,” with Arch T. Colwell, presi-| resentative, Wage-Hour division. 

dent of Society of Automotive En- 
gineers, as speaker. Lieut. Col. Ed- NSPA, will talk at the Monday 


Burke Patterson, president of 
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Linden Plant Set 
For Its Shutdown 


LINDEN, N. J. — Preparations 
are being made for a shutdown of 
two or three weeks of the General 
Motors assembly plant here for the 
purpose of retooling the assembly 
line so that cars made next year 
will be without chrome and other 
bright metal parts. Layoff of the 
plant’s 4,400 employes has been 





employed after the shutdown. The B ‘ 
company has promised to bring as rl 
much assembly work to Linden as 
possible in order to free its Miq- 
western plants for defense produc. 01 
tion. Only passenger cars are as- M 
sembled here. 


Aircraft Manual 
NEW YORK.—For the first time 
in the history of the aircraft in- 
dustry, an industry-wide standard- 
ization program has resulted in 
publication of a universal manual 








“Your place in Defense” will be! dent of NSPA. 







win S. VanDeusen, chief of pro-| mornin i ; ne 

’ g session, while Wednesday | started and is expected to be com-|of aircraft-engine drafting room justr 
peg branches of the U. S.| speeches will be made by R. L.| pleted during the week starting| practice by the Society of Automo- ent 
motor transportation division, will| Terry, senior vice-president, and| Dec. 22. tive Engineers, according to John h 


No announcement has been made|A. C. Warner, SAE secretary and 
of the exact number to be re-| general manager. 


also talk. C. D. McKim, executive vice-presi- 


A Pen and Pencil Study 


of Eversharp’s “Take It Or Leave It” 





in uts second year on CBS cai 


co 
fe St} 
~ 





"Dhow gentlemen were worried about selling an $8.75 Eversharp pen and pencil 

set in a market where you can buy a pen for 29 cents and a pencil for a dime. 
But not any more! 

. »- not since they put the entire Eversharp appropriation into radio about two years 

ago, went on the air over CBS with “Take It Or Leave It”. 

...not since their sales jumped more than 100 per cent in less than a year. 

. .. not since they found out that radio could sell pens and pencils all year around— 


on St. Swithin’s Day as well as at Commencement and Christmas. 


| __—________avromorive news, pecemper 15,1041 (1109) 13 
State Trade Barriers 


Get Senate’s Attention 


\. The 
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Brightwork Ban 


Set in Canada 


MONTREAL.—Sparkling chrome 
snd nickel plating will be pro- 
sbited on next year’s automobile, 
¢, D. Howe, minister of munitions 
snd supply, announced last week. 
(nder an order issued by Motor 
Vehicles Controller, J. H. Berry 
yd approved by R. C. Berkin- 
waw, chairman of the Wartime In- 
justries Control Board, a ban is 

ed on the use of any metal 





soaps, the cereals and cigarettes. Just 


as successfully and just as surely. 


CBS borrowed a pen and 
pencil from Eversharp (as 
well as the facts) to produce 
a new booklet,“Take It Or 
Leave It.” Copies may be 
obtained from CBS, 485 
Madison Avenue, New York. 


num in the production of pas- 
senger cars and trucks. 

The order, effective Jan. 15, also 
applies to replacement parts and 
accessories not scheduled for com- 
pletion before that date. 


Only exception to the ruling, pat- 
terned after a United States order 
which is effective at the end of this 
year, is the plating of bumpers and 
bumper guard assemblers. The ac- 
tion is being taken to conserve 
metals essential to war purposes, 
Howe said. 

Concessions to automobile manu- 
facturers may be necessary to en- 






able them to keep the prices of 
1942 passenger cars, trucks and 
other motor vehicles at the same 
level as in 1941, 


Partner Bought Out 


GREENSBORO, N. C.—George King 
has purchased the partnership interest 
of Howard Clegg in Clegg-King Mo- 
tors, Pontiac dealer, and now is sole 
owner of the organization. Clegg has 
left for Greenwood, S. C., where he 
will be engaged in the automobile 
business. 


‘Dealers Tell Me,’’ by John O. 
Munn, is an open forum for the 
expression of ealers’ opinions. It 
appears weekly in Automotive News. 





farmers and city folk—for practically everybody listens?’ 


Special to Automotive News 

WASHINGTON. — Lack of uni- 
formity in state laws regulating 
size and weight of motor vehicles 
using the nation’s highways is seri- 
ously hampering the movement of 
vital war and defense equipment, 
materials and supplies across state 
lines. 

This fact is disclosed in a com- 


No wonder President Martin L. Straus of the Eversharp Company wrote to CBS: 
“Radio has raised sales to new peaks all over the country. Radio alone has enabled 


us to reach housewives and college students; factory workers and business men; 


For more than a year, Eversharp has been writing the script of this brilliant 
success story on CBS. It’s a script long familiar to people who sell cars or sterling 
silver. It’s a script for people who make mattresses or refrigerators or cameras. In 
fact. it’s for all manufacturers whose products cost a lot... last a long time. Radio 


can sell them just as successfully as it sells ““quick turnover” items—the soups and 


THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


prehensive report released by the 
U. S. department of commerce as 
a Senate committee opened hear- 
ings on a bill bestowing upon the 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
jurisdiction over specific complaints 
that variation in such laws ob- 
structs the flow of interstate com- 
merce. 

The bill was introduced by Sen- 
ator Wheeler, chairman of the 
committee, following an investiga- 
tion by the ICC which covered a 
period of more than two years. 

The department report, compiled 
by Paul T. Truitt, chairman of the 
interdepartmental committee on in- 
terstate trade barriers, following a 
survey by field officers of the de- 
partment, presents numerous in- 
stances in which defense shipments 
by motor truck were delayed en 
route because of different sizes and 
weight regulations in states through 
which they passed. 


These included tanks, guns, gun 
mounts, machinery for manufac- 
turing guns, equipment for ships, 
medical supplies, chemicals for de- 
fense manufacturing plants, bay- 
onets, small arms ammunition, 
empty projectiles, military tents, 
gas mask materials, building ma- 
terials for Army and Navy camps 
and stations, chain for submarine 
nets and other items. 


The report covers complaints by 
trucking companies that substan- 
tially lower legal weights and sizes 
in one state than in an adjoining 
state create a serious bottleneck 
which impairs the efficiency of the 
highway transport system and un- 
necessarily increases costs to the 
shipping public. 

Legal gross weight limits for a 
single 4-wheel truck operated over 
class A highways range from 18,- 
000 to 36,000 pounds and legal max- 
imums for 6-wheel single tractor- 
trailer units vary from 18,000 
pounds to 44,000 pounds. 

While state laws are fairly uni- 
form in respect to height and width 
requirements, the limitations on 
length of vehicles vary widely. For 
a single vehicle the length limits 
range from 26% feet to 60 feet and 
for a 6-wheel single tractor-trailer 
unit from 30 to 70 feet. 

Kentucky, with a gross load limit 
of 18,000 pounds for all types of 
motor trucks, has been the subject 
of numerous complaints. Trucking 
companies operating from Califor- 
nia into Oregon must break loads 
at the Oregon State line. One com- 
pany which transports a_ large 
volume of traffic from the South 
to New England must reduce the 
pay load of its vehicles in order to 
travel 40 miles over Delaware’s 
highways. Similar bottlenecks exist 
in other parts of the country. 


Insurance Rates 


Increased 15% 


OLYMPIA, Wash.— Most auto- 
mobile liability insurance com- 
panies are raising rates for bodily 
injury and property damage in- 
surance on Dec. 15, according to 
announcement of Insurance Com- 
missioner William A. Sullivan. The 
increase amounts to about 15 per- 
cent on the average. 


The rate increases are due to 
the increased deaths, and conse- 
quently higher loss costs which 
have been steadily rising for more 
than a year. 


Directors of U. S. Steel 
Vote to Reduce Board 


NEW YORK.—In accepting the 
resignation of Junius S. Morgan. 
who has been called to active Naval 
Reserve service, directors of the 
United States Steel Corp. voted last 
week to reduce membership on the 
board to 15 from 18 and member- 
ship on the finance committee from 
12 to 11. 

The reduction in the board’s size 
was effected by failing to fill the 
vacancies caused by Morgan’s res- 
ignation, the earlier resignation 
of Edward R. Stettinius, lend-lease 
administrator, and by the recent 
death of David F. Houston. Mor- 
gan and Stettinius had served on 
the finance committee. 
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the 4th Dimension 





Ad Cancellations Temporary; 


War Reactions 


By Pete Wemhoff 


Info 

Best info available Friday was 
that automotive advertising sched- 
ules, an early casualty of the war, 
will be reinstated as soon as com- 
panies and agencies have time to 
map out a war-time program and 
adjust copy to sew theme. 

Virtually all newspaper and mag- 
azine schedules were cancelled tem- 
porarily, as of Dec. 12, but AuTomo- 
tive News learned that car makers 
have no intention whatsoever of 
making the cancellations perman- 
ent or of long duration. 


Materials 


Belief that the nation will find 
means “within a reasonably short 
time” for increasing its production 
of various kinds of raw materials 
used in making armaments, over 
and above armament needs, was 
expressed by Atherton W. Hobler, 
president of Benton & Bowles, Inc., 
in addressing the Eastern conven- 
tion of the American Assn. of Ad- 
vertising Agencies, held Dec. 9 at 
the Waldorf-Astoria, New York 


City. 

“While not now apparent,” Hob- 
ler declared, “I believe that within 
the next six months or a year we 
can have not only armaments, but 
consumer goods in greater quan- 
tities.” 

The meeting also heard Henry 
M. Stevens, vice-president of J. 

Walter Thompson Co., who re- 
viewed the first World War ex- 
perience of advertising, British 
developments in the last two 
years and the current outlook, 
which he regarded with opti- 
mism. Stevens pointed out that 
during the first World War the 
volume of advertising in this 
country almost doubled, but “that 
was only the beginning of a ter- 
rific increase.” In 1920, volume 
was almost four times the pre- 
war level, and by 1929 was six 
times greater, he said. 

During the last two years in war- 
time Britain, he added, advertising 
has been maintained as far as pos- 
sible as a vital force in the na- 
tional economy. As to the immedi- 
ate effects of shortages on adver- 
tising, Stevens pointed out that 68 
percent of advertising is not di- 
rectly affected by priorities and 
there are increased opportunities 
for normal use of advertising for 
expanding sales in those classifica- 


NEVER 
SIDETRACKED! 





CHOICE OF AMERICA’S 
GIGANTIC TRUCKING 
INDUSTRY 









No delays when you 
“Ship by Truck.” 
Prompt, efficient ser- 
vice! And that’s what 
the Trucking Indus- 
try wants when send- 
ing telegrams. That's 
why with trucking 
companies — as with 
many of America’s 
largest business firms 
— Postal Telegraph 
gets the call! Try 
Postal — today! 


Postal ,Zv— 


Telegraph 









tions. In industries affected by 
shortages, such as the automotive 
industry, he pointed out, advertis- 
ing can be used to build and hold 
the goodwill of future customers, of 
dealers and salesmen and of the 
general public. 


Hobler, besides expressing his 
optimistic view on the raw ma- 
terials situation, outlined a six- 
point platform for American ad- 
vertising during the war. He sug- 
gested that advertising be put on 
a higher plane of ethical and so- 
cial responsibility, that research 
be utilized more fully to make 
advertising more efficient, that 
new markets for new products 
and old ones of substitute mate- 
rials be found, that advertising 
be used to stimulate mass output 
and thus help keep prices at a 
reasonable level, that product 
franchises be kept alive by ad- 
vertising, and that the profession 
make available to the government 
= z techniques for the war 
effo 


Both Hobler and Stevens empha- 
sized that, in addition to aiding in 
the current war effort, advertising’s 
opportunity in the post-war period 
will be in promoting the increased 
quantities of goods which the na- 
tion’s expanded production facili- 
ties will make available. 


Control 


Control over the radio facilities 
of the nation last week was placed 
in the hands of a Defense Commu- 
nications Board by order of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. 


An executive order authorized 
the board to designate American 
radio facilities for use, control, in- 
spection or closure by the War or 
Navy Departments, or other gov- 
ernmental agencies. 


Reaction 

Advertising media felt the im- 
pact of the war last week with 
Pacific happenings boosting news- 
paper circulation as much as 50 
percent in some instances and with 
radio listening increased substan- 
tially. Afternoon papers brought out 
numerous “extras,” while the net- 
works cut frequently into commer- 
cial programs to announce new de- 
velopments. 


The substantially increased 
reader and listener interest may 
work some changes in advertis- 
ing media, particularly radio, it 
is reported by the New York 
Times. While the initial excite- 
ment is dying down and networks 
are making efforts to put news 
on at the beginning and ending of 
sponsored programs, the possi- 
bility that an important flash 
may come at any minute will 
probably necessitate changing the 
type of programs offered. 


One dramatic show was canceled 
Sunday night because any news in- 
terruption would have spoiled the 
effect and it is likely that such 
types of shows may be abandoned 
at least temporarily. In line with 
this, NBC has banned from dra- 
matic programs all widely recog- 
nized warning noises, such as the 
blowing of sirens and clanging of 
alarm gongs, so that the listening 
audience will not confuse them for 
official air raid warning signals. 


The initial pattern here is sim- 
ilar to that in England, but no re- 
duction in the size of newspapers 
or magazines, such as has taken 
place there, is expected here. Both 
newsprint and book paper is in 
ample supply, at least for many 
months. 


Revise? 


Consumers’ durable goods _in- 
dustries may have to revise their 
advertising budgets for 1942 up- 
ward if the sales trend that has 
developed in the last month or two 
is continued throughout next year, 
according to sales managers in 
various industries. While sharp 
production cuts have been ordered, 
the decline in sales has kept pace 
with the lowered output and in 
some instances stocks are piling 
up. 

Thus sales of the 1942 automo- 





FIFTEEN YEARS for S. W. Sparrow. President Paul G. Hoffman, left, deco- 


rates S. W. 

aircraft = with a lape 
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Sparrow, research engineer, now concentratin 
e, 1 pin for 15 years of service to 


on Studebaker’s 
tudebaker. Others 
H. S. Vance, chairman of the board; 


. Cole, vice-president in charge of engineering. 


Associates Investment Extends 
Credit Sales to Other Lines 


SOUTH BEND.—Due to the cur- 
tailment of new car and truck 
production, E. M. Morris, president 
of Associates In- 
vestment Corp. 
automobile 
finance company, 
has sent the fol- 
lowing message, 
concerning future 
company policy, 
to employes and 
stockholders: 

Curtailment of 
automobile pro- 
duction and con- 
sumer credit is 
now here, Morris 
points out. Production of cars will 
be cut up to 50 percent by the first 
of the year while curtailment of 
consumer credit at present means 
one-third down with the prospect 
that more stringent regulations 


All Restrictions 
Lifted on Output 


of Truck Trailers 


WASHINGTON.—Removal of all 
restrictions on production of truck 
trailers has been ordered by Don- 
ald M. Nelson, director of priori- 
ties. Under limitation order L-1-a, 
as extended to Dec. 31, production 
of truck trailers of five tons or 
more during the period from Sept. 
1 to Dec. 31 was limited to two- 
thirds of the output during the 
first half of 1941. 

Decision to exempt these heavy 
trailers from the limitation was 
reached by the division of civilian 
supply because it recognized that 
trailers of this type provide the 
most economical form of commer- 





E. M. Morris 





may be forthcoming within an- 
other six months’ period. However, 
Morris says, “The curtailment of 
credit so far has not been harm- 
ful; one-third down and 18 months 
to pay may cause some loss in 
sales but with the higher wages 
now being paid throughout the 
country, the one-third down should 
not be objectionable.” 

Several months ago, Morris re- 
veals, Associates Investment, an- 
ticipating that the curtailments 
might mean as much as a 40 per- 
cent reduction in loan volume, be- 
gan searching for new business 
lines to fill in the prospective gap. 
This new business includes the 
financing of airplanes, home ap- 
pliances, commodities coming un- 
der the Federal Housing Authority, 
heavy machinery and equipment, 
more rediscounts, more accounts 
receivable, reconditioning automo- 
biles, refrigerators, stoves, radios 
and other retailed items. 

Many meetings have been ar- 
ranged throughout the outlying 
branches of the Associates to study 
further applications of extending 
credit sales into still other lines. 
However, Morris continues, this 
new business will not be too profit- 
able; not nearly so profitable as 
the automobile finance business 
has been in the past but that is 
not the big purpose behind the 
company’s move. The big thing is 
to hold the company intact and on 
a solid footing until “business as 
usual” can be resumed at some 
future date. 

“It is too early in the game to 
be able to give results yet,” Morris 
concludes. “But if all employes put 
their shoulders to the wheel and 
work hard on the new business, it 
would seem possible that we could 
have enough business to keep very 

a” 


cial highway transportation, both] bus 


from the standpoint of cost and 
metals consumed. 

Limitation order L-1-a is accom- 
panied by preference rating order 
P-54, which assigns an A-3 rating 
to materials going into the manu- 
facture of truck trailers. 

At the same time, Nelson re- 
moved all limitations on the pro- 
duction of bodies and cabs for me- 
dium motor trucks, which also are 
covered by limitation order L-1-a. 
This restriction is considered un- 
necessary because output of bodies 
and cabs naturally will be governed 
by production of medium truck 
chassis. 


biles are down 30 to 40 percent 
from a year ago. The automo- 
bile field is beginning to take 
cognizance of the fact that con- 
sumers may be skeptical of the 
quality of new cars, and com- 
panies are beginning to promote 
substitutions in individual parts. 
Oldsmobile, for example, is ad- 
vertising in newspapers its Arma- 
steel pistons, said to be lighter 
than cast-iron, tougher than 
aluminum and longer - wearing 
than both. 


Many companies are becoming 
convinced that greater promotional 
pressure will have to be put be- 
hind each individual sale in 1942 
than was necessary this year, when 
fears of shortages and rising prices 
were the chief stimulus to demand 
in the durable-goods field. 


Notes 

Wendell Buck, for the past seven 
years with McCann - Erickson’s 
New York office, on the Ford Mo- 
tor Co. account, has resigned to 
enter the publicity and public re- 
lations field. He has opened an of- 
fice at 489 Fifth Ave., New York. 


November Sales 
Fall Below Oct. 


YOUNGSTOWN, O. — Declining 
automobile production was reflected 
in the Mahoning County Automo- 
tive Assn.’s sales figures which 
showed only 341 new cars and 771 
used cars sold in November against 
361 new cars and 1,056 used cars in 
October and 712 new cars and 1,080 
used cars in November, 1940. 


The association reports 8,300 new 
cars and 16,577 used cars sold in 
Mahoning county during the first 
11 months compared with 6,870 new 
cars and 13,474 used cars in 11 
months of 1940. 


Crosley Distributor 
Named in Alabama 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala—Porter 
Landrum, service station and 
garage operator, has been ap- 
pointed state distributor for the 
Crosley automobile. Heretofore the 
Crosley car has been handled by 
Crosley radio distributors and this 
is the first time an automobile 
concern has been given the fran- 
chise. 

Landrum states that his com- 
pany will have a full line of Cros- 
ley cars on display and a complete 
parts and service department as- 
suring satisfactory ownership of 
these cars. 





API Committee Named 


WASHINGTON.—A committee on re- 
organization of the functions and 
structure of the American Petroleum 
Institute has been named by President 
William R. Boyd jr., with George A. 
Hill jr., Houston Oil Co., of Texas, as 
chairman. 





Canadian Law 
Brings Reduction 


OTTAWA.— The new Canadian 
price control law, which became 


effective on Dec. 1, will result in | 


price reductions on 1942 model 
Canadian automobiles ranging 
from $100 to $190 in the lower price 
field, representatives of the in- 
dustry disclosed here last week. 
Prices on more expensive cars 
have not yet been determined. 

Dealers indicated also that they 
would make voluntary adjustments 
in prices for all purchases of new 
model cars since last October in 
cases in which cars were bought 
at higher prices. 

R. M. Sale, sales manager of the 
Ford Motor Co. of Canada, an- 
nounced that price increases placed 
on new model Fords in October 
have been abolished. The increases 
ranged from $100 to $175. Prices 
will continue on the 1941 model 
scale, except for minor adjust- 
ments resulting from model 
changes and only with permission 
of the government, Sale said. 

Chrysler dealers said they were 
operating on the basis of 1941 
prices and disregarding increases 
of from $123 to $190 made when 
the 1942 models went on sale. 

Price increases on Chevrolet, 
averaging $150, also were abolished. 

The status of prices on cars im- 
ported from the United States has 
not been clarified by the Wartime 
Prices and Trade Board. Dealers 
in imported cars said they would 
make no further sales until they 
have definite information as to how 
the price ceiling law affects their 
cars. 

Arrangements for control of 
used car prices were in progress 
last week as representatives of 
automobile dealers from all parts 
of Canada met with WPTB of- 
ficials. 


Large Reduction 
In Motor Taxes 


Proposed in N.J. 


TRENTON, N. J.—An annual re- 
duction of approximately $13,000,- 
000 in New Jersey automotive taxes 
is proposed in a bill introduced 
last week in the state legislature 
here by Senator Robert C. Hen- 
drickson, of Gloucester. 

The measure would reduce the 
automobile drivers’ license fee 
from $3 to $1 and set a flat fee of 
$5 for all car registrations. 


While similar automotive tax 
reduction measures have been in- 
troduced many times before in the 
state lawmill here, the Hendrick- 
son measure is regarded as more 
than a gesture, due to the fact 
that a huge surplus now exists in 
the state highway fund and such 
a tax reduction could be practically 
effected without disrupting state 
finances. 


Waldron Ends Service 
With Penna. Rubber 


JEANNETTE, Pa.— After over 
26 years of continuous service with 
the Pennsylvania Rubber Co., L. 
J. Waldron terminated his service 
with that organization on Dec. 1, 
1941. During his term he occupied 
all the steps in the sales organiza- 
tion from territory man right up 
to general sales manager. 

During all this period Waldron’s 
name has become almost synono- 
mous with Pennsylvania tires, not 
only to the trade throughout the 
country but also with the execu- 
tive group within the industry. 
Waldron has announced no plans 
for the future except to spend an 
extended vacation in Miami. 


$1,000,000 Royalty Debt 
Ruled Against GM 


CLEVELAND. — Judge Robert 
Nevin in Federal court ruled here 
last week that General Motors 
Corp. owes $1,000,000 in back roy- 
alties to Swan Carburetor Co., of 
Cleveland. An immediate appeal is 
planned by GM. 

The royalties cover all manifolds 
used on Chevrolet cars from April 
1, 1930, through Sept. 30, 1937, plus 
several other types of manifolds 
used on other GM cars and trucks. 
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' DETROIT.— The upward trend 
of business showed some hesitation 
in November, with gains in some 
yeas not entirely offsetting losses 









Large Reduction 
In Die Sizes Made 
By Tire Industry 


NEW YORK.—Nearly four years 
ago manufacturers of camelback 
yndertook a program of die stand- 
ardization designed to reduce the 


nizing as standard camelback dies 
having their own crown, base and 
wing dimensions graduated in %” 
steps, omitting odd %” fractions, 
the industry since 1938 was able to 
reduce the number of die sizes to 
about 1,000. 

By this means camelback manu- 
facturers have succeeded in reduc- 
ing inventories, improving delivery 
service, increasing stock turnover, 
and promoting production effici- 
ency. 

With the impact of the national 
defense program, particularly dur- 


for the best advantage of the whole 
industry. 

In the face of reduced permis- 
sible crude rubber consumption, 
there has been a steadily increas- 
ing demand for tire retreading. 
OPM has insisted that rubber com- 
panies take such voluntary meas- 
ures as are possible to permit most 
efficient use of the crude rubber 
they have been permitted to use. 
To accomplish this the Rubber 
Manufacturers Assn. obtained from 
each camelback manufacturer a 
list of its 300 most popular die sizes, 
arranged in order of popularity. 
The composite report compiled by 
the association clearly showed the 
relative popularity of the die sizes 
used by the retreading industry 
over a 12 months’ period and gave 
& most comprehensive picture of 
the needs of retreaders throughout 
the country. 


Based upon this report it was 
possible to make improvements in 
the original standardization pro- 
gram. The result has been the re- 
lease by the assocition of a new 
chart of industry standard camel- 
back die sizes. This has been made 
effective Dec. 1, 1941, and gives re- 
treaders the same general assort- 
ment of die sizes as the original 
program. 

_ It is now expected the retreading 
industry will be able to operate 
With less than 500 die sizes. This 
means that in about four years the 
industry has succeeded in increas- 
ing its efficiency to the point where 
it can operate with less than one- 
quarter of the number of die sizes 
Mm use prior to the invitation of 
mp aardization efforts in January, 


PADA Charters Train 


best TSBURGH. — (UTPS). — Pitts- 
urgh Automobile Dealers Assn. will 
Conduct a special train to the annual 
Convention of National Automobile 
lers Assn. at Chicago Jan. 21-22. 


-—WANT ADS 


Ten cents per word per inser- 
tion. Twenty-five cents per word 
for three insertions. 


WANT AD DEPARTMENT 
Automotive News, Detroit 








LLECTION METHOD 
MOTIVE COLLECTION SYS- 
fue —Complete—(4), Notices, (3) 


ples, literature 

ni gent FREE. 
uaranteed. rite today ..-- 
Mercantile Forms Company, 
11 Avon St., Providence, R. 1. 





To Offset Losses in Others 


in others, according to the Dec. 1 
figures just released by the busi- 
ness survey department of Brooke, 
Smith, French & Dorrance, Inc., 
New York and Detroit advertising 
firm. 

The figures show gains in 28 of 
the 147 trading asene of the United 
States during November; 24 areas 
were 40 percent or more above 
normal. 

The areas listed as 40 percent 
or more above normal in November 
are as follows: Abilene, Akron, 
Augusta, Birmingham, Columbia, 
Dallas, Erie, Fort Worth, Green- 
ville, Louisville, Macon, Minot, 
Phoenix, Portland, Me., Rockford, 
San Antonio, San Diego, Seattie, 
Sioux Falls, Spokane, Tacoma, 
Tulsa, Wichita and Wichita Falls. 
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Heres the way U. 5. Dealers 
help Rubber Conservation 


The U. S. Dealers TIRE 
CONSERVATION PLAN 
offers motorists Priority 
Service on all safe 
methods of making 
tires last longer. The 
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QUALITY TIRES CONSERVE RUBBER FOR 
DEFENSE...SAVE MONEY FOR CAR OWNERS 





UNITED STATES RUBBER 


6600 East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 
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Bus Output Quotas 


Boosted for Dec.-Jan. 
WASHINGTON, — OPM last 
week ordered increased produc- 
tion quotas for passenger buses 
for December and January. 
The increase in quotas of 
Passenger buses, with not less 
than 15 seats, was ordered be- 
cause of their defense useful- 
ness. The order permits maxi- 
mum production during De- 
cember and January of the fol- 
lowing motor or electric units: 
White Motor Co., 132; Twin 
Coach Co., 200; General Ameri- 
can Aerocoach Co., 60; J. B. 
Brill Co., 250; Yellow Truck & 
Coach Mfg. Co., 549; Ford Mo- 
tor Co., 260, and Mack-Inter- 
national Truck Co., 367. 


Aviation Products 
NEW BEDFORD, Mass.—A price 
listing of aviation products, with all 
parts numbers listed beside each price 
and containing all Army-N 
Air = dash numbers, 
ublished by Continental 





free ‘‘Four 
Vital Spots” 
book sup- 
plies impor- 
tant facts on 
the care and 
use of tires. 
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Screw Co. 
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Business l'rends in Nation Waver During November 
Gains in Some Areas Fail 


War Scare Grips Seattle, 
Upsets Automotive Sales 


Special to Automotive News 
SEATTLE.—The surprise attack 
by the Japs shocked the people of 
this city, the closest large city in 
the United States to the Japanese 
empire, to such an extent that 
normal buying habits were en- 
tirely upset for two days. 
Blackouts and reports of a Jap 
airplane carrier lurking offshore in 
the North Pacific didn’t allay the 
alarm or uncertainty any and thus 
naturally automotive business 
slowed up. Particularly the people 
didn’t seem in a mood for making 
any big transactions, and so new 
and used car business dropped 
abruptly. This came right on top 
of a banner start for December. 
In fact the first week (Dec. 1 
through Dec. 6) for King county 
(Seattle) showed a total of 317 new 
car sales. 
When asked as to the effect of 


the war thus far in the automotive 
after-market, E. C. Walling, gen- 
eral manager of Ballou & Wright, 
automotive jobbers, with branches 
in Tacoma and Spokane in this 
state, said: “Buying slowed up the 
first few days, and there has been 
no spurt in the wholesale market 
—it’s too soon. The shocking news 
caught the trade off guard, and 
they haven't got their feet on the 
ground yet. Buying has been only 
for actual needs. 

“However with new car curtail- 
ment to become more drastic, 
there is all the more reason for 
manufactur:::: to have to continue 
to furnish replacement lines, 
equipment with which to install 
such lines and supplies of all 
descriptions for distribution to the 
service trade, in order to keep the 
present cars that are on the high- 
ways, running.” 


.. vital cog in 
__ mechanized warfare 


Rubber keeps armies on the move! 


Modern military maneuvers call for speed, speed and more speed! 
And therein lies the strategical importance of rubber. For with- 
out rubber tires, rubber self-sealing tire tubes, rubber tank treads, 
rubber hose, rubber insulated wires and cables, cellular rubber, 
sheet rubber, rubber shoes and soles and heels, troops, guns, 
tanks, armored cars, supply and munitions trucks would be 


hopelessly slow. In “all out” defense, rubber is indispensable! 


A 


PHOTO BY U. 6. ARMY SIGNAL CORPS 


Speed demons are these members of the army’s 


swift, far-ranging motorcycle patrols, whose iron steeds are 
equipped with tough, long-wearing rubber tires. Modern ver- 
sion of old-time cavalry, these mechanized units with their 
tremendous speed and fire-power are capable of lightning raids 


over great distances. 


It’s the knobs 


built into U. S. Rubber tires, 
developed originally for farm 
use in mud and snow, that make 
certain these mobile anti-air- 


craft guns will go where 
they’re most needed, de- 
spite terrain or weather. 


PHOTO BY U. &. ARMY BIGNAL CORPS 
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$196.5 79,000 of Special Fees 
Diverted to Non-Highway Use 


Special to Automotive News 
WASHINGTON. — U. S. citizens 
in 1940 paid an all-time high tax 
bill of $2,130,147,000 in connection 
with ownership and operation of 
motor vehicles. Special imposts for 
highway purposes by state and 
local governments aggregated $1,- 
374,514,000, while highway users 
contributed $755,613,000 to the cost 
of general government. Public 
Roads administration reports that 
$196,579,000 of the special highway 


Canadian Dealers 
Name Perrault to 


Head New Assn. 


MONTREAL. —R. B. Perrault, 
secretary of the Montreal Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn., was elected 
first president of the Federation 
of Automobile Dealers Assn. of 
Canada, at a meeting held in 
Ottawa last week. 

Other officers of this new fed- 
eration are: Vice-president, A. G. 
English, Vancouver; treasurer, 
Harry C. Doughty, Toronto; sec- 
retary, E. L. Dubois, Hamilton. 
Charles R. Robin, Winnipeg; Jack 
Gordon, Regina; E. A. McCullogh, 
Calgary; E. C. Millen, Ottawa; G. 
W. Tingley, Halifax, and C. Doug- 
las Taylor, Montreal, were elected 
directors. 

A special committee was named 
to see government officials with 
respect to further developments on 
price ceiling legislation as it af- 
fects the automobile industry. Dis- 
cussions have been held with of- 
ficials relative to car sales and re- 
pair services and how these could 
best be handled to maintain the 
necessary services required by a 
nation at war. Dealers attending 
the meeting represented over 4,000 
retail automobile organizations, 
with nearly 50,000 employes. 


Kansas City Workers 


Feeling Output Cut 
KANSAS CITY.—Priority claims 
and curtailment in motor car pro- 
duction is responsible for the lay- 
ing off of 200 Fisher Body workers 
and about 100 in the Chevrolet 
plant here last week. 

As men are dismissed from the 
Ford and Chevrolet assembly 
plants, they are being employed at 
the two big defense plants in this 
area, the North American Avia- 


tion Co., and the Remington Arms 
Co. at Lake City, with only two or 
three weeks between jobs. 





Tes you still have maximum 
assurance of accommodations at the 
minimum rate! More than one-half the 
total number of rooms in the entire 
hotel are, now as before, priced at $4 
... all outside with combination tub and 
shower, circulating ice-water, full-length 
mirror and four-station radio. Double 
rooms from $5.50; suites from $12 
szeat “New York’s Friendly Hoteh” 


Melel Leindion 


Charles E. Rochester Vice-Pres. & Mng. Dir. 


LEXINGTON AVE. AT 48TH ST,,N.Y. 


revenues was diverted to non- 
highway use. 

Highway revenues from special 
imposts were produced chiefly by 
gasoline taxes, registration and 
license fees, while contributions to 
general government were from 
general levies in the form of state 
sales taxes, property taxes, federal 
excise taxes, etc., according to the 
National Highway Users Confer- 
ence in its recently published 1942 
edition of “Registration Fees and 
Special Taxes for Motor Vehicles.” 
The publication gives detailed in- 
formation by states of the impo- 
sition and use of motor vehicle 
taxes. 

Chief among the changes in 
state motor vehicle tax rates en- 
acted by any of the 43 legislatures 
meeting in 1941 is Oklahoma’s in- 
crease in the gasoline tax from 
four cents to 5% cents a gallon. 
Minnesota reinstated and made 
permanent a one cent a gallon 
emergency gasoline tax which had 
expired in September 1940. 

Temporary or emergency taxes 
were continued in Florida, Massa- 
chusetts, New York, North Da- 
kota, Ohio, Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia. Gasoline tax increases 
failed in six states and reductions 
died in five others. 


Service Policies 


Of Fleet Owners 
Pay Dividends 


DETROIT.—Take a tip from 
operators of big passenger car 
fleets if you would keep your car 
functioning efficiently, is the ad- 
vice of Chevrolet’s national service 
department, another advocate of 
preventive service for the in- 
dividually owned passenger car. 

A regular 1,000-mile check-up 
pays performance dividends, fleet 
owners have found. Because their 
“rolling stock” must be figured in 
as a part of business overhead, 
these large users of automotive 
transportation, working in con- 
junction with the service organi- 
zations of the manufacturer, have 
outlined a regular procedure for 
the 1,000-mile check-up. 

A maintenance form checked by 
the traffic director of each com- 
pany, or the head of its service 
department insures low operating 
costs. Nine different steps are 
taken, with an eye both to pro- 
longing car life and insuring safety 
for the driver. 

The check list covers these nine 
major points: 

Check driving controls and in- 
struments for proper operation; 
check brakes; check all lights for 
proper functioning; check wheel 
bearings for adjustment; check 
clutch pedal clearance; check con- 
dition of paint, sheet metal and 
upholstery; lubricate car com- 
pletely; change engine oil, and 
clean air filter. 

Indicative of the thoroughness 
of this maintenance program, the 
list of operations under the gen- 
eral heading of lubrication in- 
cludes: 

Lubricate all connections with 
high-pressure fittings; generator; 
starter; distributor; accelerator 
and clutch linkage;. hood hinges 
and lacings; door hinges and 
locks; check and add lubricant to 
rear axle, steering gear and trans- 
mission if necessary; check brake 
fluid level; add water to battery, 
and inflate tires to proper pres- 
sure. 

These operations, merchandised 
as a “package” program at many 
Chevrolet dealerships, are stand- 
ard procedure with fleet operators. 
Additional service operations are 
listed by Chevrolet for the 5,000- 
and 10,000-mile periods. 


Merger Completed 

NEWARK, N. J.—Completion of the 
merger of Celluloid Corp. and Celanese 
Corp. of America was announced last 
week after Vice Chancellor Alfred A. 
Stein in Elizabeth dismissed a bill of 
complaint in which a group of Cellu- 
loid corp. stockholders headed by Ju- 
lius S. Rippel objected to the merger. 
Stein was told the objections had been 
withdrawn, but the terms were not 
made known. 
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Huge War-Production Role 
Given Automotive Indusiry 


(Continued from Page 1) 


materials will be strictly rationed. 

In the tank, gun, plane, am- 
munition and shipbuilding areas 
a work-week of 168 hours will 
go into effect. 

With a grim set to his jaw, OPM 
Director General William S. Knud- 
sen summarized Washington’s po- 
sition: 

“Whatever is required for the 
program will be produced. What- 
ever we have to do to get it— 
we'll get it. I don’t look at the 
money at all now. The machines 
and the pieces—that’s what we 
fight wars with.” 

There is no doubt, Washington 
feels, about the determination of 
labor to go along. But if any sec- 
tion of it does not, officials will 
not temporize. 

The war is going to be won. 

Of direct interest to the auto- 
motive industry: 

Reduction in December car out- 

put of 25 percent; slash of ad- 
ditional 50 percent for January. 

Office of Price Administration 

is expected to issue freezing or- 
ders on prices all along the dis- 
tribution line in durable goods 
wherever shortages exist or im- 
pend to prevent consumer “bid- 
ding.” 

Sales of new tires are pro- 

hibited from Dec. 11 to Dec. 22 
to halt a consumers’ buying wave. 
Only top defense orders excepted. 
Prohibition does not apply to the 
sale of used tires and tubes, re- 
treaded tires, or to the sale of tires 
and tubes already installed on new 
or used cars. While the move was 
made effective until Dec. 22, a 
permanent plan for controlling dis- 
tribution of tires will be evolved. 
Other provisions of the Priorities 
Divisions’ order will remain in ef- 
fect until further notice. These in- 
clude the forbidding of processing 
of “any rubber” except for defense 
orders and for certain excepted 
uses. Processing of these rubber 
goods was limited to November 
production. 

OPM further explained that 
the prohibition means that no 
new automobile, truck, bus or 
motorcycle, farm implement or 
other type of tire or tube may 
be sold by anyone—including tire 
stores, both wholesale and re- 
tail; filling stations, automobile 
dealers or any others—except on 
preference rating of A-3 or high- 
er. 

At the same time, observers look 
for sharp reductions in the pro- 
cessing of new tires for civilian 
passenger cars coincidental with 
further curtailment of civilian pas- 
senger-car production. Ample sup- 
plies of rubber will be made avail- 
able for retreading, it is under- 
stood. 

4 American Trucking Assns. last 
week urged Congress to enact 
legislation freeing trucks from ar- 


bitrary, restrictive state size and 
weight laws, declaring that the 
war has made it imperative to take 
every step to increase transpor- 
tation capacity. 

At a Senate hearing on the bill 
to empower the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission to prescribe re- 
lief from the state truck size and 
weight laws which are found to 
be bottle-necks, the ATA spokes- 
man asserted that under the pres- 
ent system of conflicting and 
widely varied limitations trucks 
can operate at only 40 percent of 
their full efficiency. Two federal 
government spokesmen, one repre- 
senting the department of agri- 
culture and the other the depart- 
ment of commerce, also urged pas- 
sage of the legislation designed to 
raze trade barriers. 

Keynote of the drive for in- 
creased production was sounded 
here last week by the slogan: 

“Remember Pearl Harbor!” 

At the same time this battle cry 
was resounding in every quarter 
of official Washington, Production 
Chief Knudsen read to his press 
conference a statement he had 
written when he first received the 
news of the attack which brought 
the United States into the war. It 
reads as follows: 

“TO ALL AMERICANS WORK- 
ING FOR DEFENSE —The hour 
has come. We must all center our 
efforts on production of the mu- 
nitions of war. America’s produc- 
tion engine that is turning now 
must be speeded up to maximum 
output. Let us move all schedules 
forward and put the supreme ef- 
fort into getting more and still 
more material, that our fighting 
forces may have the means of 
carrying on total war. 

“War is here—we are attacked. 
The Office of Production Manage- 
ment appeals for the utmost ef- 
fort from American labor and 
management that victory may 
oe ea — be complete. 

an ours worked by  willi 
hands will do it.” . a 

Asked by a newspaperman 
whether he favored conscription of 
labor as in England, Knudsen 
=" and replied sharply: 

you mean a_ work-or- 
order—good! I’m for it!” oe 


Former Car Dealers 


Operating Night Spot 
PORTLAND, Ore.—Jack & 
Eddie, for some 15 years active in 
the automobile business in Port- 
a a now deserted automo- 
lle row. In private lif. 
Jack Scholer and Eddie nm v7 
These former car dealers, how- 
ever, are now persuading their 
former motor customers to come 
over to their big night spot, to 
dine and dance, operating under 


their long-time busi 
uit "= 





Motor Vehicle Taxes Reach All-Time High in 1940 


Output 


(Continued from Page 1) 


signs now point to considerable re- 
duction. 

With an estimated 125,000 new 
cars turned out already in De. 
cember, it is expected that the 
remaining 28,000 units will be pro- 
duced in the first few days of this 
coming week. This would give 
more than two weeks in which to 
change over to “chrome-less” cars, 
which the government previously 
had ordered beginning Jan. 1. 

Dislocations in automotive-plant 
employment are expected to be 
considerable, since the industry 
does not have sufficient war or- 
ders to take up the slack. Some 
of the car workers may be trans- 
ferred to the production of me- 
dium and heavy trucks, which 
have not been curtailed, but thou- 
sands will be made idle while 
plants are shifted over to war pro- 
duction. 

The impact on car dealers will 
not be so severe at first, since 
stocks of new cars are quite 
plentiful for the time being. How- 
ever, after Jan. 1, the pinch will 
gradually grow greater, with deal- 
ers depending more on service, 
used cars and sideline merchan- 
dise to tide them through the 
emergency. 

Leon Henderson, in announcing 
the OPM’s latest curtailments, 
again emphasized that “there is no 
guarantee that sufficient materials 
will be available to permit manu- 
facturers to achieve the maximum 
production permitted.” He _indi- 
cated that the automobile order 
is the forerunner of a policy to- 
wards a wide variety of consumer 
industries. 

It was felt in Washington that 
the government will soon be forced 
to institute a system of allocating 
new cars to purchasers, with a 
board deciding on the needs of 
prospective buyers. It is also con- 
sidered possible that, to insure a 
minimum of new cars, the govern- 
ment may soon guarantee the 
automotive industry sufficient ma- 
terials to produce the number of 
cars deemed necessary. 

There is much speculation on 
how long various car makers will 
be able to continue the production 
of cars, with low quotas dropping 
output below the break-even point. 
It is possible that the government 
and industry may decide on limit- 
ing production to one line for each 
company, or may eventually pool 
the industry’s resources for the 
production of a “Victory” model. 

Already the large corporations 
have set about the consolidation of 
various lines of cars into single 
plants, in order to free other plants 
for arms work and at the same 
time shave production costs. 


Show Plans Carried Out 


By Small Town Dealers 

CHILLIWACK, B. C.— Despite 
cancellation of automobile shows 
in large centers on the continent, 
automobile dealers in this little 
city went right ahead with their 
automobile show this year, charged 
35 cents admission and turned over 
the proceeds for equal division be- 
tween the Queen’s Canadian Fund 
and the Chilliwack Rotary Club 
Dental Clinic. 

Firms participating in the event 
were: Brett’s Ltd, Chevrolet; 
Cherry Motors, Ford; Chilliwack 
garage, Plymouth, and H. H. John- 
stone Motors, Dodge-De Soto. A 
Program of vaudeville entertain- 
ment was arranged in connection 
with the event and bren-gun car- 
riers, touring the province, were 
on display in connection with a 
war savings drive being sponsored 
at the same time. 


New Aid to Safety 


Published in N. Y. 
NEW YORK. — An abstract 
describing development of new 
yardstick designed to measure at- 
titude toward the general issue of 
safety in the driving of motor ve- 
hicles, known as the Siebrecht 
Attitude Scale, has been published 
by the New York University Cen- 
ter for Safety Education. Its 
author is Dr. Elmer B. Siebrecht, 
assistant teaching fellow at the 
center, 
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Shipments of Automotive Goods Rise Slightly in Oct. 


Only Branch Showing Drop 


NEW YORK.—Reports from 
manufacturers cooperating with 
Motor and Equipment Manufac- 
turers Assn. indicate a rise in Oc- 
tober shipments of original equip- 
ment, replacement parts and ac- 
cessories with a drop of a few 
points in shop equipment §ship- 
ments. All categories are still above 
last year’s indices for the same 
month. 

The grand index for all branches 
of the industry in October rose to 
286 percent of the January 1925 
pase as compared with 282 percent 
for September and 190 percent for 
October 1940. 

Shipments to vehicle manufac- 





Automotive Men 
To Speak at SAE 
Annual Meeting 


NEW YORK.—Effect of defense 
impact on the far-flung automo- 
pile, aircraft, truck, and allied 
manufacturing companies will be 
summarized at the 37th annual 
meeting of the Society of Automo- 
tive Engineers, Jan. 12-18 at the 
Book-Cadillac hotel in Detroit, it 
was announced last week by John 
A. C. Warner, SAE secretary and 
general manager. 

Thirty-three technical papers 
will be presented at the five-day 
meeting by more than 35 authors 
on subjects ranging from research 
to factual data on design and 
manufacture of defense products, 
and more efficient servicing of 
equipment. “The Effect of National 
Defense Development Work on 
Future Automotive Engineering” is 
the subject of the address by Fred 
M. Zeder, vice chairman of the 
board, Chrysler Corp. at the an- 
nual banquet, Wednesday evening, 
Jan. 14. The incoming and out- 
going SAE presidents, A. W. Her- 
rington, president, Marmon-Her- 
rington Co., and A. T. Colwell, vice- 
president, Thompson Products, Inc. 
will also speak at the banquet. 

Seven outstanding engineers will 
discuss aircraft and aircraft- 
engine developments, for both 
small and large planes. Among the 
authors will be Prof. Otto C. Kop- 
pen, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology; George L. Pigman, 
Civil Aeronautics Authority, and 
Marvin Whitlock, American Air- 
lines, Inc. 

Five authorities will discuss de- 
sign and research developments in 
the diesel-engine field. They are: 
J. S. Bogen, Universal Oil Prod- 
ucts Co.; J. L. S. Snead jr., Con- 
solidated Freightways, Inc.; Prof. 
K. J. De Juhasz, Pennsylvania 
State College; C. R. Alden, Ex- 
Cell-O Corp., and Lloyd E. John- 
son, Caterpillar Tractor Co. 

Effect of the government’s re- 
striction on the use of scarce ma- 
terials for civilian production will 
be discussed by W. S. James, 
Studebaker Corp.; Thomas A. Bis- 
sell, technical editor, SAE Journal, 
and E. A. Smith, Republic Steel 
Corp. C. R. Paton, chief engineer, 
Packard Motor Car Co., will pre- 
sent a paper on Engineering Ex- 
eases Methods and Organiza- 
on. 

How field experience was used 
as a guide to design a high-output 
engine will be given by F. S. Bas- 
ter, vice-president in charge of 
engineering, White Motor Co. 


Dodge Dealers Map 
Maintenance Program 


DETROIT.— With demand for 
motor trucks expected to rise to 
meet the vast and rapid expansion 
of defense industry in the Detroit 
area in 1942, Dodge-Plymouth deal- 
ers of Detroit and Wayne county 
met last week to coordinate their 
facilities to attain maximum ef- 
ficiency in truck transportation. 

It was pointed out at this meet- 
ing that the Dodge dealers have 
completed preparations for the ex- 
pected heavy demand for motor 
trucks well in advance of the be- 
ginning of the new year. 





turers for original equipment in 
October advanced to 280 percent of 
the base, which compares with 271 
percent registered in September 
and 235 percent for October last 
year. 

Replacement parts shipments to 
wholesalers for October rose to 302 
percent of the 1925 base as com- 
pared to 298 percent for September. 
In October 1940 the index stood at 
199 percent. 

Accessories shipments to whole- 
salers in October increased to 174 
percent of the base index. This 
compares with 170 percent in Sep- 
o and 149 percent in October 

Service equipment shipments to 
wholesalers in October decreased 
to 287 percent of the base, which 
compares with 290 percent in Sep- 
=m and 142 percent in October 


Captive Mine Workers 
Given a Closed Shop 


NEW YORK.— United Mine 
Workers won a victory in the 
captive mines owned by seven 
steel companies when President 
Roosevelt’s three-man arbitra- 
tion board ruled last week for 
@ union shop. 

The decision was two to one, 
with Dr. John R. Steelman, 
chairman of the board, voting 
with John L. Lewis, president 
of the United Mine Workers. 
Benjamin F. Fairless, president 
of United States Steel, cast the 
adverse ballot. 

Both the miners and the steel 
companies have agreed to abide 
by the decision, which affects 
53,000 men. 

In addition to the seven steel 
companies, two other coal mine 
owners agreed to be bound. 





Chris Sinsabaugh’s sparkling 
“Sparks” colum is read by the 


n 
‘‘wide-awake’”’ in industry. 





Greater Speed is Urged 
In Drafting of Standards 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—A plea for greater 
speed in the drafting of standards 
essential for increased defense pro- 
duction in the current transition 
from a defense to a “victory econ- 
omy” was voiced by Lessing J. 
Rosenwald, chief of the bureau of 
industrial conservation, Office of 
Production Management, in ad- 
dressing the annual luncheon meet- 
ing of the American Standards 
Assn. here Dec. 10 at the Hotel 
Astor. 

Although lauding the contribu- 
tions already made by the asso- 
ciation, Rosenwald emphasized the 
need for even greater speed by its 
committee on defense standards. 

“A standard needed now loses 
value in proportion to the factor 
of time squared, if not cubed,” he 
commented in the technical langu- 


age of the standards makers. “We 
cannot indulge ourselves by tak- 
ing the time that was available 
last week. You can and will un- 
doubtedly increase the tempo of 
your valuable contributions.” 

Rosenwald, who is chairman of 
the board of Sears, Roebuck & 
Co., asserted that the economic 
changes which will be required are 
so vast that “their full scope can- 
not be comprehended at this time.’’ 
Although stating he did not be- 
lieve it would be necessary for 
this country to approach in full 
the economic conditions now pre- 
vailing in England, he added: 

“In many phases we will ap- 
proach the English economy. Many 
of the things we have taken as a 
matter of course, in view of the 
necessities of the situation, will 
have to be considered out of our 
economy.” 





Defense Saving 






voluntary helps workers provide for the future 
pay-roll 
allotment 
plan helps defend America today 


helps build future buying power 


This is no charity plea. It is a sound business proposition that 
vitally concerns the present and future welfare of your company, 
your employees, and yourself. 

During the post-war period of readjustment, you may be faced 
with the unpleasant necessity of turning employees out into a 
confused and cheerless world. But you, as an employer, can do 
something now to help shape the destinies of your people. 
Scores of business heads have adopted the Voluntary Pay-roll 
Allotment Plan as a simple and easy way for every worker in 
the land to start a systematic and continuous Defense Bond 
savings program. 


Many benefits . . . present and future. It is 
more than a sensible step toward reducing the ranks of the 
post-war needy. It will help spread financial participation in 
National Defense among all of America’s wage earners. 

The widespread use of this plan will materially retard infla- 
tion. It will “store” part of our pyramiding national income 
that would otherwise be spent as fast as it’s earned, increasing 
the demand for our diminishing supply of consumer goods. 


And don’t overlook the immediate benefit . . . money for 
defense materials, quickly, continuously, willingly. 


Let’s do it the American way! America’s talent for 
working out emergency problems, democratically, is being 
tested today. As always, we will work it out, without pressure 
or coercion ,.. in that old American way; each businessman 
strengthening his own house; not waiting for his neighbor to do 
it. That custom has, throughout history, enabled America to 
get things done of its own free will. 


In emergencies, America doesn’t do things 
“‘hit-or-miss.”” We would get there eventually if we 
just left it to everybody’s whim to buy Defense Bonds when they 
thought of it. But we’re a nation of businessmen who under- 
stand that the way to get a thing done is to systematize the oper- 
ation. That is why so many employers are getting back of this 
Voluntary Savings Plan. ; 

Like most efficient systems, it is amazingly simple. All you 
have to do is offer your employees the convenience of having 
a fixed sum allotted, from each pay envelope, to the purchase of 
Defense Bonds. The employer holds these funds in a separate 
bank account, and delivers a Bond to the employee each time 
his allotments accumulate to a sufficient amount. 

Each employee who chooses to start this savings plan decides 
for himself the denomination of the Bonds to be purchased and 
the amount to be allotted from his wages each pay day. 










ay-Roll Allotment Plan 


How big does a company have to be? From 
three employees on up. Size has nothing to do with it. It works 
equally well in stores, schools, publishing houses, factories, or 
banks. This whole idea of pay-roll allotment has been evolved 
by businessmen in cooperation with the Treasury Department. 
Each organization adopts its own simple, efficient application 
of the idea in accordance with the needs of its own set-up 


No chore at all. The system is so simple that A. T. & T. 
uses exactly the same easy card system that is being used by 
hundreds of companies having fewer than 25 employees! It is 
simple enough to be handled by a check-mark on a card each 
pay day. 


Plenty of help available. Although this is your plan 
when you put it into effect, the Treasury Department is ready 
and willing to give you all kinds of help. Local civilian com- 
mittees in 48 States are set up to have experienced men work 
with you just as much as you want them to, and no more. 

Truly, about all you have to do is to indicate your willingness 
to get your organization started. We will supply most of the 
necessary material, and no end of help. 


The first step is to take a closer look. Sending in 
the coupon in no way obligates you to install the Plan. It will 
simply give you a chance to scrutinize the available material and 
see what other companies are already doing. It will bring you 
samples of literature explaining the benefits to employees and 
describing the various denominations of Defense Savings Bonds 
that can be purchased through the Plan. 

Sending the coupon does nothing more than signify that you 
are anxious to do something to help keep your people off relief 
when defense production sloughs off; something to enable all 
wage earners to participate in financing Defense; something to 
provide tomorrow's buying power for your prod- 
ucts; something to get money right now for guns 
and tanks and planes and ships, 

France left it to “hit-or-miss” . . . and missed. 
Now is the time for you to act! Mail the coupon 
or write Treasury Department, Section A, 709 
Twelfth St. NW., Washington, D. C. 
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Treasury Department, Section A, 
709 Twelfth St. NW., Washington, D. C. 


Please send me the free kit of material being used by 
companies that have installed the Voluntary Defense 
Savinge Pay-Roll Allotment Plan. 
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Pesition 


I ne 





amen creme ate 


te 


Cees Rae OP 


Se 








16—(1112 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DECEMBER 15, 1941 





Motor Vehicle Taxes Reach All-Time High in 1940 


$196,5 79,000 of Special Fees 
Diverted to Non-Highway Use 


Special to Automotive News 
WASHINGTON. — U. S. citizens 
in 1940 paid an all-time high tax 
bill of $2,130,147,000 in connection 
with ownership and operation of 
motor vehicles. Special imposts for 
highway purposes by state and 
local governments aggregated $1,- 
374,514,000, while highway users 
contributed $755,613,000 to the cost 
of general government. Public 
Roads administration reports that 
$196,579,000 of the special highway 


Canadian Dealers 
Name Perrault to 


Head New Assn. 


MONTREAL.—R. B. Perrault, 
secretary of the Montreal Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn., was elected 
first president of the Federation 
of Automobile Dealers Assn. of 
Canada, at a meeting held in 
Ottawa last week. 

Other officers of this new fed- 
eration are: Vice-president, A. G. 
English, Vancouver; treasurer, 
Harry C. Doughty, Toronto; sec- 
retary, E. L. Dubois, Hamilton. 
Charles R. Robin, Winnipeg; Jack 
Gordon, Regina; E. A. McCullogh, 
Calgary; E. C. Millen, Ottawa; G. 
W. Tingley, Halifax, and C. Doug- 
las Taylor, Montreal, were elected 
directors. 

A special committee was named 
to see government officials with 
respect to further developments on 
price ceiling legislation as it af- 
fects the automobile industry. Dis- 
cussions have been held with of- 
ficials relative to car sales and re- 
pair services and how these could 
best be handled to maintain the 
necessary services required by a 
nation at war. Dealers attending 
the meeting represented over 4,000 
retail automobile organizations, 
with nearly 50,000 employes. 


Kansas City Workers 


Feeling Output Cut 
KANSAS CITY.—Priority claims 
and curtailment in motor car pro- 
duction is responsible for the lay- 
ing off of 200 Fisher Body workers 
and about 100 in the Chevrolet 
plant here last week. 

As men are dismissed from the 
Ford and Chevrolet assembly 
plants, they are being employed at 
the two big defense plants in this 
area, the North American Avia- 
tion Co., and the Remington Arms 
Co. at Lake City, with only two or 
three weeks between jobs. 





Hae you still have maximum 
assurance of accommodations at the 
minimum cate! More than one-half the 
total number of rooms in the entire 
hotel are, now as before, priced at $4 
... all outside with combination tub and 
shower, circulating ice-water, full-length 
mirror and four-station radio. Double 
rooms from $5.50; suites from $12 
szeat “New York’s Friendly Hoteh” 


Shiel Lerindlon 


Charles E. Rochester Vice-Pres. & Mng. Dir. 


LEXINGTON AVE. AT 487" ST N.Y. 





revenues was diverted to non- 
highway use. 

Highway revenues from special 
imposts were produced chiefly by 
gasoline taxes, registration and 
license fees, while contributions to 
general government were from 
general levies in the form of state 
sales taxes, property taxes, federal 
excise taxes, etc., according to the 
National Highway Users Confer- 
ence in its recently published 1942 
edition of “Registration Fees and 
Special Taxes for Motor Vehicles.” 
The publication gives detailed in- 
formation by states of the impo- 
sition and use of motor vehicle 
taxes. 

Chief among the changes in 
state motor vehicle tax rates en- 
acted by any of the 43 legislatures 
meeting in 1941 is Oklahoma’s in- 
crease in the gasoline tax from 
four cents to 5% cents a gallon. 
Minnesota reinstated and made 
permanent a one cent a gallon 
emergency gasoline tax which had 
expired in September 1940. 

Temporary or emergency taxes 
were continued in Florida, Massa- 
chusetts, New York, North Da- 
kota, Ohio, Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia. Gasoline tax increases 
failed in six states and reductions 
died in five others. 


Service Policies 


Of Fleet Owners 
Pay Dividends 


DETROIT.—\Take a tip from 
operators of big passenger car 
fleets if you would keep your car 
functioning efficiently, is the ad- 
vice of Chevrolet’s national service 
department, another advocate of 
preventive service for the _ in- 
dividually owned passenger car. 

A regular 1,000-mile check-up 
pays performance dividends, fleet 
owners have found. Because their 
“rolling stock” must be figured in 
as a part of business overhead, 
these large users of automotive 
transportation, working in con- 
junction with the service organi- 
zations of the manufacturer, have 
outlined a regular procedure for 
the 1,000-mile check-up. 

A maintenance form checked by 
the traffic director of each com- 
pany, or the head of its service 
department insures low operating 
costs. Nine different steps are 
taken, with an eye both to pro- 
longing car life and insuring safety 
for the driver. 

The check list covers these nine 
major points: 

Check driving controls and in- 
struments for proper operation; 
check brakes; check all lights for 
proper functioning; check wheel 
bearings for adjustment; check 
clutch pedal clearance; check con- 
dition of paint, sheet metal and 
upholstery; lubricate car com- 
pletely; change engine oil, and 
clean air filter. 

Indicative of the thoroughness 
of this maintenance program, the 
list of operations under the gen- 
eral heading of lubrication in- 
cludes: 

Lubricate all connections with 
high-pressure fittings; generator; 
starter; distributor; accelerator 
and clutch linkage;. hood hinges 
and lacings; door hinges and 
locks; check and add lubricant to 
rear axle, steering gear and trans- 
mission if necessary; check brake 
fluid level; add water to battery, 
and inflate tires to proper pres- 
sure. 

These operations, merchandised 
as a “package” program at many 
Chevrolet dealerships, are stand- 
ard procedure with fleet operators. 
Additional service operations are 
listed by Chevrolet for the 5,000- 
and 10,000-mile periods. 


Merger Completed 

NEWARK, N. J.—Completion of the 
merger of Celluloid Corp. and Celanese 
Corp. of erica was announced last 
week after Vice Chancellor Alfred A. 
Stein in Elizabeth dismissed a bill of 
complaint in which a group of Cellu- 
loid corp. stockholders headed by Ju- 
lius S. Rippel objected to the merger. 
Stein was told the objections had been 
withdrawn, but the terms were not 
made known. 





PRINCIPALS in the celebration of Bear Mfg. Co.’s 25th anniversary, which 


coincided with the formal dedication of a 
Seated, left to 
nd, of Van-Auken Ragland, Inc., advertising counsel. 
ht, Victor B. Day, secretary-treasurer of Bear, and Ww. C. 


lant in Rock Island, Ill. 
Bear: and C. A. Ragla 
Standing, left to ri 


Goldschmidt, advertising manager. 


,000 addition to the company’s 
ght, Will Damman, president of 


Huge War-Production Role 
Given Automotive Industry 


(Continued from Page 1) 


materials will be strictly rationed. 

In the tank, gun, plane, am- 
munition and shipbuilding areas 
a work-week of 168 hours will 
go into effect. 

With a grim set to his jaw, OPM 
Director General William S. Knud- 
sen summarized Washington’s po- 
sition: 

“Whatever is required for the 
program will be produced. What- 
ever we have to do to get it— 
we'll get it. I don’t look at the 
money at all now. The machines 
and the pieces—that’s what we 
fight wars with.” 

There is no doubt, Washington 
feels, about the determination of 
labor to go along. But if any sec- 
tion of it does not, officials will 
not temporize. 

The war is going to be won. 

Of direct interest to the auto- 
motive industry: 

Reduction in December car out- 

put of 25 percent; slash of ad- 
ditional 50 percent for January. 

Office of Price Administration 

is expected to issue freezing or- 
ders on prices all along the dis- 
tribution line in durable goods 
wherever shortages exist or im- 
pend to prevent consumer “bid- 
ding.” 

Sales of new tires are pro- 

hibited from Dec. 11 to Dec. 22 
to halt a consumers’ buying wave. 
Only top defense orders excepted. 
Prohibition does not apply to the 
sale of used tires and tubes, re- 
treaded tires, or to the sale of tires 
and tubes already installed on new 
or used cars. While the move was 
made effective until Dec. 22, a 
permanent plan for controlling dis- 
tribution of tires will be evolved. 
Other provisions of the Priorities 
Divisions’ order will remain in ef- 
fect until further notice. These in- 
clude the forbidding of processing 
of “any rubber” except for defense 
orders and for certain excepted 
uses. Processing of these rubber 
goods was limited to November 
production. 

OPM further explained that 
the prohibition means that no 
new automobile, truck, bus or 
motorcycle, farm implement or 
other type of tire or tube may 
be sold by anyone—including tire 
stores, both wholesale and re- 
tail; filling stations, automobile 
dealers or any others—except on 
preference rating of A-3 or high- 
er. 

At the same time, observers look 
for sharp reductions in the pro- 
cessing of new tires for civilian 
passenger cars coincidental with 
further curtailment of civilian pas- 
senger-car production. Ample sup- 
plies of rubber will be made avail- 
able for retreading, it is under- 
stood. 

American Trucking Assns. last 

week urged Congress to enact 
legislation freeing trucks from ar- 


bitrary, restrictive state size and 
weight laws, declaring that the 
war has made it imperative to take 
every step to increase transpor- 
tation capacity. 

At a Senate hearing on the bill 
to empower the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission to prescribe re- 
lief from the state truck size and 
weight laws which are found to 
be bottle-necks, the ATA spokes- 
man asserted that under the pres- 
ent system of conflicting and 
widely varied limitations trucks 
can operate at only 40 percent of 
their full efficiency. Two federal 
government spokesmen, one repre- 
senting the department of agri- 
culture and the other the depart- 
ment of commerce, also urged pas- 
sage of the legislation designed to 
raze trade barriers. 

Keynote of the drive for in- 
creased production was sounded 
here last week by the slogan: 

“Remember Pearl Harbor!” 

At the same time this battle cry 
was resounding in every quarter 
of official Washington, Production 
Chief Knudsen read to his press 
conference a statement he had 
written when he first received the 
news of the attack which brought 
the United States into the war. It 
reads as follows: 

“TO ALL AMERICANS WORK- 
ING FOR DEFENSE —The hour 
has come. We must all center our 
efforts on production of the mu- 
nitions of war. America’s produc- 
tion engine that is turning now 
must be speeded up to maximum 
output. Let us move all schedules 
forward and put the supreme ef- 
fort into getting more and sstill 
more material, that our fighting 
forces may have the means of 
carrying on total war. 

“War is here—we are attacked. 
The Office of Production Manage- 
ment appeals for the utmost ef- 
fort from American labor and 
management that victory may 
come swiftly and be complete. 
Man hours worked by willing 
hands will do it.” 

Asked by a newspaperman 
whether he favored conscription of 
labor as in England, Knudsen 
flushed and replied sharply: 

“If you mean a_ work-or-fight 
order—good! I’m for it!” 


Former Car Dealers 


Operating Night Spot 
PORTLAND, Ore.—Jack & 
Eddie, for some 15 years active in 
the automobile business in Port- 
land, have now deserted automo- 
bile row. In private life they are 
Jack Scholer and Eddie Fry. 
These former car dealers, how- 
ever, are now persuading their 
former motor customers to come 
over to their big night spot, to 
pee =e — operating under 
eir long-time business n 
Jack & Eddie. a 





Output - 
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signs now point to considerable re- 
duction. 

With an estimated 125,000 new 
cars turned out already in De. 
cember, it is expected that the 
remaining 28,000 units will be pro- 
duced in the first few days of this 
coming week. This would give 
more than two weeks in which to 
change over to “chrome-less” cars, 
which the government previously 
had ordered beginning Jan. 1. 

Dislocations in automotive-plant 
employment are expected to be 
considerable, since the industry 
does not have sufficient war or- 
ders to take up the slack. Some 
of the car workers may be trans- 
ferred to the production of me- 
dium and heavy trucks, which 
have not been curtailed, but thou- 
sands will be made idle while 
plants are shifted over to war pro- 
duction. 

The impact on car dealers will 
not be so severe at first, since 
stocks of new cars are quite 
plentiful for the time being. How- 
ever, after Jan. 1, the pinch will 
gradually grow greater, with deal- 
ers depending more on service, 
used cars and sideline merchan- 
dise to tide them through the 
emergency. 

Leon Henderson, in announcing 
the OPM’s latest curtailments, 
again emphasized that “there is no 
guarantee that sufficient materials 
will be available to permit manu- 
facturers to achieve the maximum 
production permitted.” He _indi- 
cated that the automobile order 
is the forerunner of a policy to- 
wards a wide variety of consumer 
industries. 

It was felt in Washington that 
the government will soon be forced 
to institute a system of allocating 
new cars to purchasers, with a 
board deciding on the needs of 
prospective buyers. It is also con- 
sidered possible that, to insure a 
minimum of new cars, the govern- 
ment may soon guarantee the 
automotive industry sufficient ma- 
terials to produce the number of 
cars deemed necessary. 

There is much speculation on 
how long various car makers will 
be able to continue the production 
of cars, with low quotas dropping 
output below the break-even point. 
It is possible that the government 
and industry may decide on limit- 
ing production to one line for each 
company, or may eventually pool 
the industry’s resources for the 
production of a “Victory”? model. 

Already the large corporations 
have set about the consolidation of 
various lines of cars into single 
plants, in order to free other plants 
for arms work and at the same 
time shave production costs. 


Show Plans Carried Out 


By Small Town Dealers 

CHILLIWACK, B. C.— Despite 
cancellation of automobile shows 
in large centers on the continent, 
automobile dealers in this little 
city went right ahead with their 
automobile show this year, charged 
35 cents admission and turned over 
the proceeds for equal division be- 
tween the Queen’s Canadian Fund 
and the Chilliwack Rotary Club 
Dental Clinic. 

Firms participating in the event 
were: Brett’s Ltd, Chevrolet; 
Cherry Motors, Ford; Chilliwack 
garage, Plymouth, and H. H. John- 
stone Motors, Dodge-De Soto. A 
Program of vaudeville entertain- 
ment was arranged in connection 
with the event and bren-gun car- 
riers, touring the province, were 
on display in connection with 4 
war savings drive being sponsored 
at the same time. 


New Aid to Safety 


Published in N. Y. 


NEW YORK. — An abstract 
describing development of new 
yardstick designed to measure at- 
titude toward the general issue of 
safety in the driving of motor ve- 
hicles, known as the Siebrecht 
Attitude Scale, has been published 
by the New York University Cen- 
ter for Safety Education. Its 
author is Dr. Elmer B. Siebrecht, 
assistant teaching fellow at the 
center, 
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| NEW YORK. —Reports from 
manufacturers cooperating with 
Motor and Equipment Manufac- 
turers Assn. indicate a rise in Oc- 
tober shipments of original equip- 
ment, replacement parts and ac- 
cessories with a drop of a few 
ints in shop equipment ship- 
ments. All categories are still above 
jast year’s indices for the same 
month. 

The grand index for all branches 
of the industry in October rose to 
6 percent of the January 1925 
pase as compared with 282 percent 
for September and 190 percent for 
October 1940. 

Shipments to vehicle manufac- 
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Automotive Men 
To Speak at SAE 
Annual Meeting 


NEW YORK.—Effect of defense 
impact on the far-flung automo- 
bile, aircraft, truck, and allied 
manufacturing companies will be 
summarized at the 37th annual 
meeting of the Society of Automo- 
tive Engineers, Jan. 12-18 at the 
Book-Cadillac hotel in Detroit, it 
was announced last week by John 
A. C. Warner, SAE secretary and 
general manager. 

Thirty-three technical papers 
will be presented at the five-day 
meeting by more than 35 authors 
on subjects ranging from research 
to factual data on design and 
manufacture of defense products, 
and more efficient servicing of 
equipment. “The Effect of National 
Defense Development Work on 
Future Automotive Engineering” is 
the subject of the address by Fred 
M. Zeder, vice chairman of the 
board, Chrysler Corp. at the an- 
nual banquet, Wednesday evening, 
Jan. 14. The incoming and out- 
going SAE presidents, A. W. Her- 
rington, president, Marmon-Her- 
rington Co., and A. T. Colwell, vice- 
president, Thompson Products, Inc. 
will also speak at the banquet. 

Seven outstanding engineers will 
discuss aircraft and aircraft- 
engine developments, for both 
small and large planes. Among the 
authors will be Prof. Otto C. Kop- 
pen, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology; George L. Pigman, 
Civil Aeronautics Authority, and 
Marvin Whitlock, American Air- 
lines, Inc. 

Five authorities will discuss de- 
sign and research developments in 
the diesel-engine field. They are: 
J. S. Bogen, Universal Oil Prod- 
ucts Co.; J. L. S. Snead jr., Con- 
solidated Freightways, Inc.; Prof. 
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ut K. J. De Juhasz, Pennsylvania 
alers | State College; C. R. Alden, Ex- 
espite | ell-O Corp., and Lloyd E. John- 
shows | 802, Caterpillar Tractor Co. | 
inent, | Effect of the government's re- 
little | 8ttriction on the use of scarce ma~- 
their | ‘erials for civilian production will 
arged |e discussed by W. S. James, 
1 over | Studebaker Corp.; Thomas A. Bis- 
yn be- | Sell, technical editor, SAE Journal, 
Fund | 4nd E. A. Smith, Republic Steel 
Club | Corp. C. R. Paton, chief engineer, 
Packard Motor Car Co., will pre- 
event | Sent a paper on Engineering Ex- 
»let; | Perimental Methods and Organiza- 
iwack tion. . 
John- How field experience was used 
o. A} 48 a guide to design a high-output 
rtain- | engine will be given by F. S. Bas- 
.ction | ter, vice-president in charge of 
car- | ¢ngineering, White Motor Co. 
were 
tr i | Dodge Dealers Map 
Maintenance Program 
DETROIT.— With demand for 
motor trucks expected to rise to 
. Y. | meet the vast and rapid expansion 
tract | 0f defense industry in the Detroit 
new | 8rea in 1942, Dodge-Plymouth deal- 
e at- | ers of Detroit and Wayne county 
ie of | Met last week to coordinate their 
r ve- | facilities to attain maximum ef- 
recht ficiency in truck transportation. 
ished It was pointed out at this meet- 
Cen- | ing that the Dodge dealers have 
Its | Completed preparations for the ex- 
echt, | Pected heavy demand for motor 
the | trucks well in advance of the be- 


ginning of the new year. 
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Captive Mine Workers 
Given a Closed Shop 


NEW YORK.—United Mine 
Workers won a victory in the 
captive mines owned by seven 
steel companies when President 
Roosevelt’s three-man arbitra- 
tion board ruled last week for 
@ union shop. 

The decision was two to one, 
= Dr. John R. Steelman, 
chairman of the board, voting 
with John L. Lewis, president 
of the United Mine Workers. 
Benjamin F. Fairless, president 
of United States Steel, cast the 
adverse ballot. 

Both the miners and the steel 
companies have agreed to abide 
by the decision, which affects 
58,000 men. 


In addition to the seven steel 
companies, two other coal mine 
owners agreed to be bound. 


Showing Drop 


turers for original equi ment in 
October advanced to 280 peveent of 
the base, which compares with 271 
percent registered in September 
and 235 percent for October last 
year. 

Replacement parts shipments to 
wholesalers for October rose to 302 
percent of the 1925 base as com- 
pared to 298 percent for September. 
In October 1940 the index stood at 
199 percent. 

Accessories shipments to whole- 
salers in October increased to 174 
percent of the base index. This 
compares with 170 percent in Sep- 
ge and 149 percent in October 


Service equipment shipments to 
wholesalers in October decreased 
to 287 percent of the base, which 
oo ee 290 percent in Sep- Chris si b h kl 

mber and 142 ie, Sinsabaugh’ = 
iden. percent in October “Sparks” col gs ae by the 


umn 
“‘wide-awake’”’ in industry. 


Defense Saving 









voluntary helps workers provide for the future 
pay-roll 
allotment 
plan helps defend America today 


helps build future buying power 


This is no charity plea. It is a sound business proposition that 
vitally concerns the present and future welfare of your company, 
your employees, and yourself. 

During the post-war period of readjustment, you may be faced 
with the unpleasant necessity of turning employees out into a 
confused and cheerless world. But you, as an employer, can do 
something now to help shape the destinies of your people. 
Scores of business heads have adopted the Voluntary Pay-roll 
Allotment Plan as a simple and easy way for every worker in 
the land to start a systematic and continuous Defense Bond 
savings program. 


Many benefits . . . present and future. It is 
more than a sensible step toward reducing the ranks of the 
post-war needy. It will help spread financial participation in 
National Defense among all of America’s wage earners. 

The widespread use of this plan will materially retard infla- 
tion. It will “store” part of our pyramiding national income 
that would otherwise be spent as fast as it’s earned, increasing 
the demand for our diminishing supply of consumer goods. 


And don’t overlook the immediate benefit . . . money for 
defense materials, quickly, continuously, willingly. 


Let’s do it the American way! America’s talent for 
working out emergency problems, democratically, is being 
tested today. As always, we will work it out, without pressure 
or coercion ... in that old American way; each businessman 
strengthening his own house; not waiting for his neighbor to do 
it. That custom has, throughout history, enabled America to 
get things done of its own free will. 


In emergencies, America doesn’t do things 
“‘hit-or-miss.”> | We would get there eventually if we 
just left it to everybody’s whim to buy Defense Bonds when they 
thought of it. But we’re a nation of businessmen who under- 
stand that the way to get a thing done is to systematize the oper- 
ation. That is why so many employers are getting back of this 
Voluntary Savings Plan. ' 

Like most efficient systems, it is amazingly simple. All you 
have to do is offer your employees the convenience of having 
a fixed sum allotted, from each pay envelope, to the purchase of 
Defense Bonds. The employer holds these funds in a separate 
bank account, and delivers a Bond to the employee each time 
his allotments accumulate to a sufficient amount. 

Each employee who chooses to start this savings plan decides 
for himself the denomination of the Bonds to be purchased and 
the amount to be allotted from his wages each pay day. 
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Shipments of Automotive Goods Rise Slightly in Oct. 
Service Equipment Supplies 








Greater Speed is Urged 
In Drafting of Standards 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—A plea for greater 
speed in the drafting of standards 
essential for increased defense pro- 
duction in the current transition 
from a defense to a “victory econ- 
omy” was voiced by Lessing J. 
Rosenwald, chief of the bureau of 
industrial conservation, Office of 
Production Management, in ad- 
dressing the annual luncheon meet- 
ing of the American Standards 
Assn. here Dec. 10 at the Hotel 
Astor. 

Although lauding the contribu- 
tions already made by the asso- 
ciation, Rosenwald emphasized the 
need for even greater speed by its 
committee on defense standards. 

“A standard needed now loses 
value in proportion to the factor 


age of the standards makers. “We 
cannot indulge ourselves by tak- 
ing the time that was available 
last week. You can and will un- 
doubtedly increase the tempo of 
your valuable contributions.” 

Rosenwald, who is chairman of 
the board of Sears, Roebuck & 
Co., asserted that the economic 
changes which will be required are 
so vast that “their full scope can- 
not be comprehended at this time.” 
Although stating he did not be- 
lieve it would be necessary for 
this country to approach in full 
the economic conditions now pre- 
vailing in England, he added: 

“In many phases we will ap- 
proach the English economy. Many 
of the things we have taken as a 
matter of course, in view of the 
necessities of the situation, will 











have to be considered out of our 
economy.” 


of time squared, if not cubed,” he 
commented in the technical langu- 


ay-Roll Allotment Plan 


How big does a company have to be? From 
three employees on up. Size has nothing to do with it. It works 
equally well in stores, schools, publishing houses, factories, or 
banks. This whole idea of pay-roll allotment has been evolved 
by businessmen in cooperation with the Treasury Department. 
Each organization adopts its own simple, efficient application 
of the idea in accordance with the needs of its own set-up 


No chore at all. The system is so simple that A. T. & T. 
uses exactly the same easy card system that is being used by 
hundreds of companies having fewer than 25 employees! It is 
simple enough to be handled by a check-mark on a card each 
pay day. 


Plenty of help available. Although this is your plan 
when you put it into effect, the Treasury Department is ready 
and willing to give you all kinds of help. Local civilian com- 
mittees in 48 States are set up to have experienced men work 
with you just as much as you want them to, and no more. 

Truly, about all you have to do is to indicate your willingness 
to get your organization started. We will supply most of the 
necessary material, and no end of help. 


The first step is to take a closer look. Sending in 
the coupon in no way obligates you to install the Plan. It will 
simply give you a chance to scrutinize the available material and 
see what other companies are already doing. It will bring you 
samples of literature explaining the benefits to employees and 
describing the various denominations of Defense Savings Bonds 
that can be purchased through the Plan. 


Sending the coupon does nothing more than signify that you 
are anxious to do something to help keep your people off relief 
when defense production sloughs off; something to enable all 
wage earners to participate in financing Defense; something to 
provide tomorrow’s buying power for your prod- 
ucts; something to get money right now for guns 
and tanks and planes and ships. 

France left it to “hit-or-miss” . . . and missed. 
Now is the time for you to act! Mail the coupon 
or write Treasury Department, Section A, 709 
Twelfth St. NW., Washington, D. C. 


Treasury Department, Section A, 
709 Twelfth St. NW., Washington, D. C. 


Please send me the free kit of material being used by 
companies that have installed the Voluntary Defense 
Savinge Pay-Roll Allotment Plan. 


Name 
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Tires 
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spare tire on all new cars produced »—~ 
from now on. 
The previous curb, as announced 
; Saag. A clang copay. ME Ue by OPM Priorities Chief Donald M. © 
ee Nelson, is intended < a stop-gap | 
° until the government has had more © 
a! LEIS time to —s sae Bas : per- 
manent plan for controlling distri- | 
By A. H. Allen bution of tires. . or i 
i j ; The ’s order, which also | gEN 
_War is here, and the conflagration which now envelops timits tire makers in the processing | ry 
virtually the entire world will be extinguished only by super- of rubber (98% of which is imported | Bu 
human efforts in the shops and factories, correlated with from the Far East), caught retail- | po 
superhuman efforts by the armed services to implement ers of tires unawares, mee a old 
themselves and maneuver themselves in superior fashion. SSS e | Ca 
It is a foregone conclusion? ———————__— ey aoe eee Pee 
the entire motor industry will|have felt the loss of patriotic provided for violation of the order.” | po 
take further drastic steps to} Youngs workmen who have left Rubber processing, under the | gh 
“arsenalize” itself and to push pro- a eet to — ag ao temporary order, may be continued De 
duction of passenger cars, at least, ce a a N geen oA ann for the following purposes: FOR! 
further into the background. Al- oy Detroit reported 367 appllennte 1. Orders having A-3 and higher Fo! 
sa, trey operations siya |for enitment oi see ease tae | 
outh and Dodge being centered at e elback rubber on a reduced scale; |sTUI 
Dodge plants to release Plymouth Guarding LUMARITH molded parts for the 1942 Studebaker. Bay Mfg. Co., Bay City,| 3. Production of tires and tubes for | HUD 
plants for more gun and airplane| 4 gainst Sabotage Mich., is molding these appointments of crystal Lumarith. The moided letters heavy trucks; 4. Production for in- | NASI 
Work, Sor example. STRONG STEPS to reinforce] the right ace iret filled with copper paint, aad then ivory paint ie applied | dustrial equipment, medical and | PACI 
Labor differences with man- | against possible sabotage in all] over the flat surface. The opposite is true of the “President,” “Commander,” surgical supplies, heels and soles WIL! 
agements will be subdued in the | plants in the Detroit area are now| flock hole cover, and contro! shaft cover . . . that is, ivory paint fills the| for shoes, plumbing supplies and | MISC 
interests of all-out production. | under way. Un tionably there | contribut TTmcnsional effort that aaas ; insulating wire. 
y. ques ably contribute a 3-dimensional effect that adds richness and quality to the interior 
Swing shifts, involving 168 hours | will be some successful sabotaging | appointments. Lumarith is a product of Celluloid Corp. Although the order will prohibit TO 
of production per week, will be | activities now that the three Axis further production of tires and | *Re¢ 
instituted as soon as adequate | members are all at war with this tubes for passenger cars and light | auto 
supplies of materials can be as- | country, but every plant protection Sealers Zell trucks, it contains an appeals pro- | yacl 
sured. There will be no quibbling MMe . « « vision which officials said would be | —— 


over whether bonuses shall be 


force is redoubling its alertness for 
suspicious acts and persons, both 


used to permit production neces- 


sary to equip all new cars and light 
trucks. 
Jesse Jones, federal loan admin- 


paid to compensate for work on 
Saturdays and Sundays in such 
full-time operations. They will 


inside and outside plants. 
The main thing to realize in 
these early days of the war is 
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meeting—“the things the customer| giving some dealers a _ freight]. : 
be paid and “to hell with the | that principal attacks of Axis | thinks te gets and dscun't—eouslly alee and other dealers a make-| istrator, told the Senate Military 
costs. powers will be directed toward |, tankful of gasoline, removal of| ready charge. If these charges are | Committee Thursday that he be- | CL 
Already some assembly lines] civilian morale, rather than any | factory paper from the fenders and | legitimate for one, they are legiti-|lieved the nation’s present rubber will 
—_ daa a oe 6 ae oe a 1,000-mile checkup.” Factories do| mate for all. = oe > aad anne Lok ae 
e ore. S » & calm not road test cars, and the re- I convin that both Mc- : . 
Rapid Advances reasoned attitude toward = do sponsibility of a conscientious| Cormick end Gerte an @ i terested in any feasible plan to in- | plan 
. +. {| government snd the military, is |Gealer to prepare a car for de-| helpful to automobile dealers, I |“"Sone. testified that the U. . now |— 
Seen un Synthetic ann , livery involves many other things.| think they can be most helpful, oc, EE Gs Gt tae eae 
; ‘Also i tatehet be well to realles There is considerable assembly to when they approve factory prices, ae , + ag Fi A cal en yg 
Rubber P roces s that no athe how disastrous do. There is checking the Seames; to approve them including all the year’s nae However, he said he 
early reports from the Pacific may setting the carburetor for altitude; charges that the factories invoice could get ale g for chunk se ent , 
MONTCLAIR, N. J.—Early s0-| appear, there is nothing in the re-timing the motor, setting it uP} dealers. The FOB factory price a half years with the present and | —— 
lution of one of the biggest prob-| world to compare with the Ameri- if the customer wants economy in| should include everything except prospective supplies, taking into 
lems in connection with synthetic] oan industrial machine from the gasoline but perhaps a slower get-| freight and freight markup, if account the maximum possible use 
rubber was fore-| standpoint of either quality or| 2 uct jmor setting it down if the! decided on, and a make-ready of reclaimed rubber and rationing 
seen here last| quantity of product. The tests of eee first requirement is &| charge, plus whatever state and restrictions virtually forbidding the 
week by F. B. . tual combat, not hitherto pos- fast start; a wash and polish, and| jocal taxes are effective where . cm @ y. ili c 
Davis jr. presi-| sible for American war equipment — — and inspection of| the cars are ultimately sold. The |tion) 
dent of United] on any grand scale, are now in the ——— department thus would get a Jones said that the government | —— 
States Rubber| making, and if any deficiencies It seems to me that offering | definite basis upon which to work is financing the construction of Arkan 
Co., speaking at/ show up as they are bound to, dealers an alternate plan—either | —one which everybody could un- four synthetic rubber plants at a 
the Montclair| they will. be remedied in stride. a make-ready charge or a freight | derstand. This method would gain cost of $36,000,000 and that within Delaw 
Yale Club’s an- ** * markup—will not stand analysis. | the support of the entire indus- a year they will be producing about | Dist. 
nual party. - ig If the freight markup is correct, | try and assure that prices so set | 49 09 tons annually. Synthetic rub- ' 
“One of our Tire Restrictions it is correct for every dealer in | were not increased. ber production by private industry | Hlinoi 
biggest problems| Expected America. If the make - ready * # * will bring the total up to about | — 
y with the syn-| RESTRICTION on purchase of charge is correct, it is correct 80,000 tons within a year he said. Kew ¥ 
F. B. Davis jr. thetic product new tires by the Priorities Division, jo mg yi 2 All Loyal Dr. Elmer Brandes, who has North 
» Has been the pro-| promulgated last week after buy- ‘et or th “_ innt Citizens charge of the Agriculture depart- 
cessing of it,” Davis said. “Great| er, started a rush on tire sellers,| 9° rong og ment’s rubber growing projects in | North 
strides toward the solution of this} was not entirely unexpected. Sup-| ™@rkup to give them the same O new set of laws is needed. No| Central and South America, esti- |__ 
problem have been made recently. plies of raw rubber now in the profit margin on their total in- new administrative officials are| mated that rubber from the gua- | South 


It is now possible to foresee using 
synthetic as easily as natural 
rubber.” 


country are sufficient for about a 
year’s production at the level of 


vestment as the dealers who are 
located near the factory obtain, 
also have the same delivery ex- 


needed. There are plenty of courts 
and laws already to prevent mis- 
representation or subterfuge, and 


New Formula Claimed 





1941 output, which obviously can ta aii 
Davis, as guest of honor, was|stand some reduction, but there ge a4 the dealer located near | local officials to police them. f Easi Rubb Crisi Utah 
awarded the Montclair Yale Bowl,|is no disputing the essential char- ry. Factories and dealers have not or Kasing hubber Urisis | | yim 
a silver trophy presented by the| acter of automotive transportation ae Ss only a moral but a selfish in- ST. LOUIS.—A new synthetic eae 
club each year to the alumnus who|in this country, and some pro-| For Qne terest in preventing price spirals || rubber formula developed by | | West 
has made his “Y” in life. Follow-| vision for supply of tires must be 9 in this industry. We can make it || Monsanto Chemical Co. was an- Tt 
ing — eens he ae = =. i tha setae th te For All mighty disloyal for any dealer sommes here last week by _ } ay 
rubber industry, emphasizing ne idea ng s ed is it icon’ : : harles Allen Thomas, head o 
contributions to defense, the effect| make more extensive use of re- O, it isn’t a question, if we are| who attempts to profiteer. Indi- Monsanto’s research laboratory. ion 


of defense production on civilian 
output and the consumer, and the 
country’s supply of rubber. 


“Our industry makes more than 
30,000 peacetime products and al- 


claimed or scrap rubber in tires. 
In 1940 about 190,000 tons of re- 
claimed rubber were processed, 
but most of it went into products 
other than tires. Technicians 


going to decide with justice, of 





New Process Develops 
High-Octane Gasoline 


vidual dealers, distributors, deal- 
er associations and factories are 
all loyal American citizens—they 
all have an obligation to the buy- 
er who supports this trade. 


It was revealed that the De- 
fense Plant Corp. has agreed to 
finance construction of a $2,200,- 
000 plant near Galveston, Tex., 
to produce the chemicals for the 





lai scrap rubber produces : . 2 2 ynthetic rubber which Dr. — 
most everyone of them either di-| ©l#im that scrap CHICAGO—Standard Oil Co. new synthetic r whic 
an inferior quality of tire, al- Thomas ted would replace 
gooey, a . ae though it is entirely feasible to —e Se ee ae. Should Include natural ia wy = Teak- 
of the industry’s production is for| ™®ke use of this waste mate ing, Ind. of a new process for All Char. ges proof gasoline tanks and many 


defense.” 


As yet, of course, the sea lanes 
to the Far East have not been 


aviation gasoline manufacture. It 
is called “naptha isomerization” by 


os is no need for govern- 


war items. 





Relative to the effect of this| closed by the enemy, but ap- : 1 ment regulation or administra- 
production on the consumer, Davis] parently the OPM is proceeding on| technologists and will probably be|tion. Henderson’s department al-|yule plant can be produced for 
cited the following examples of|the basis that they will be closed,|*20wn popularly as the “Isomate”|ready has control. They have al-| about 20 cents a pound. Mexico 
what is happening to various lines| or that merchantmen headed for | PFOcess. ; ready set price ceilings on cars. It)}now produces about 5,000 tons @ | Arkan 
of merchandise in his company. this country from that vicinity will] Modern 100-octane gasoline—the would be well to revise these prices| year from the wild guayule shrub nie 
“Since the first of the year we’ve| have an odds-on chance of being|type used by Army and Navy air-| instantly to include all charges for|and this production soon will - 
cut in half the number of types of | sunk. planes—is made by blending spe-| which the dealer is invoiced, mak-|expanded to 7,000 tons, Dr. Bran- | disiric 
passenger car tires, and eliminated ‘2 8 cial synthetic hydrocarbons known|ing each manufacturer's billing] des said. He stated that 14,000 tons | 
all white sidewalls. We've reduced| New Furnace as “alkylate” and “isooctane” with pe ell ———o, . dealers|of wild rubber are exported an- / Ilinoi: 
the number of shoe items by one- Read . isopentane obtained from natural | W! ow what it is all about and nually from the Amazon valley and | ae 
third, having discontinued many | “*€@ay gas plus special refined napthas|¢Can cooperate by fairly maintain-| that this amount could be increased |New H 
styles and colors. We've cut by| FIRST IRON from the new|from crude oil. Up to now it has — prices themselves and/|five fold with proper financing in North, 
one-third the number of styles of | 1,100-ton blast furnace lighted last taken about 65 percent of syn- the pe it mighty unpopular for|from 18 to 20 months. In addition, 
hot water bottles, by one-half the| Week by Great Lakes Steel Corp.| thetic hydrocarbons and isopentane | the ae shyster dealers who are|he said, 20,000 tons a year could be | North: 
number of styles of all-rubber| in Detroit was expected Friday. It} with 35 percent of naphthas to| resource ul enough to get around| obtained from wild rubber trees in | 
swim suits, and have made similar| takes three to four days for the} make the final product. any << old or new, if they| Peru, Ecuador, Colombia and Cen- | South | 
changes in regard to many other| first iron to be reduced after light- ES rer get by with it to their own| tral America. a 
products.” ing a new furnace of this size. Sie emporary advantage. Dr. Brandes and Senator Downey | Seuth | 
: Some time this week a uniform Rising Named Let’s not use the present emer-| estimated that within four years in. 
; quality of material will be tapped) NeW YORK.—Frank Rising, general | 8¢Ncy as a means to promote re-| the U.S. could produce all the rub- | 
-More Dualing regularly, initial taps being of in- manager of Automotive, Parts and form. Let's first win this war. Let’s|ber it needs from cultivated gua | Vermo 
STEVENS POINT, Wis. — Trickey ferior grade which is set aside to been appointed chairman of a commit-|20t Punish the saints to get at a|yule plants. It yields about one ton | ___ 
Auto Sales Co., headed by Dewey|be recharged into the furnace. tee of the American Trade Assn. Ex-|few sinners. Let’s extend the in-|to the acre when it is four years y east 
Erickey, has moved to lee _searters wee cueaee replaces an coatven to analyse tne ttantion | of fluence of the saints and support| ld, they said. 1 -¥0z 
the outlet for Chrysler and Plymouth . -ton stack and provides a mittee will indicate the proper scope them, make them strong and influ- ee anineama j for 3 
cars, will also handle Hudson auto-| C@Pacity of 450,000 tons of pig |and sound policies and procedures of | @Mtial enough to save the sinners geri, Sinsabaugh’s aparkliné | “Tota 
mobiles. iron annually. trade associations in this field. who may be left. “widens weil ie inte y | ton, 
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Car, Truck Output Takes Slight Rise to 88,975 Units 



































— Ford A bli 
AN’ or ssempiies 
need | N’s Production Estimate B Passenger Car Registrations 
aM, | (U.S. and Canada) oosted as Labor 
“gap | WEEKS ENDED DEC. 13, DEC. 6 Unprisi Cc apeeeeeata iain: qyiaiaaas 
[ . . . 1940 % 
— 7 Jan.1 Jan.1 risings ease 7. “= i of 1940 Unit 
ciet, | ena Same Week Dec. to to satin a Date Per. 194) Industry Pos. 1940 Industry Pos. Gale 
oo Dec ld ‘auk Ended te Dee. 14 Deo. 18 -— Although the auto-| Chevrolet .... 4,942 1 814,334 23.85 1 701,605 24.90 1 112,729 
‘ine lenient. marron re 940* Dec.6* Date* 1940* 1941* | Motive industry is due to be af-|Forg ......... 4,082 2 552,382 16.18 2 447,748 15.89 2 104,634 
ai oe | GE let? “° ‘aaa 52,957 32,559 65,899 1,830,467 2,148,046 | fected seriously in the near future,|Plymouth .... 2,332 3 417,457 12.23 $ 369,787 1312 3 47,670 
eel cae RENAE RRO < “4 29,000 18,021 = 1,058,428 1,220,946 while the nation|Buick ........ 1,848 4 278,798 817 4 242,289 860 4 36,509 
tall B an 5.7 aplaeinss lates as 8,747 4,875 293,770 360,141 | AUTOMOTIVE NEWS Pushes all-out|Pontiac ...... 1,546 5 259,670 7.61 65 189,786 6.74 5 69,884 
aoe  aismobile PAE CRE S eee a: eas Sane nse mee 277,494 1 tp OT production, Oldsmobile .. 1,307 6 209,234 6.13 6 161,943 5.75 7 47,291 
a. oe |h( ees ’ 226,720| Production Estimate car and truck|Dodge ....... 1,252 7 196,578 5.76 7 165,865 589 6 30,713 
—e iMac ...-.-.- sees 1,190 = 1,525 959 8 =2,149 §=37,874 57,745 output of the/Chrysler ..... 633 10 132,641 388 8 980,103 284 9 52,538 
iced, |CHRYSLER ........... 18,185 28,000 18,163 36,348 986,962 1,078,593 industry in the} Studebaker 751 8 102,319 3.00 9 86,577 3.07 8 15,742 
ten” — .. see eeeeeees ren ‘tae ro gore — —_ _ ge —_ De Soto ..... 457 13 83,699 2.45 10 59,532 211 13 24,167 
ee, Sere eevee es , 7,079 a slight rise to|Mercury ..... 544 11 73,595 2.15 11 66339 2.35 11 ; 
the | Chrysler ............. 2,025 3,500 2,017 «4,042 112,461 185,117 88,975 units. ae 430 14 71,420 2.09 12 42,786 152 14 28,634 
nued | De Soto .............. 1450 2,475 =—1,429 2,879 78,480 92,704 This compared | Hudson ...... 410 15 66,624 1.95 18 68515 243 10 1,891* 
er 20,450 22,025 19,207 39,657 903,210 985,495 with 86,817 units| Packard ..... 647 9 60,903 1.78 14 63,116 224 12 2,213* 
AE. see 18,075 19,000 17,000 35,075 788,260 865,855 turned out in|Cadillac ..... 468 12 53,879 1.58 15 29,190 1.04 15 24,689 
a oe weet ee eee eens —_ “os — = saan tan i Nahe Willys ....... 88 17 20,495 60 16 ae = 5 aaa 
. COMM www eee eee eee 17 week an -|Lincoln ...... 138 16 16,555 48 17 17,6 ; , 
cale; ———« venees rae = 3,554 17,184 114,190 129,655 LAST 055 vehicles as-|Miscellaneous. 112 3,635 ll 6,631 24 2,996* 
s for |HUDSONY ............. ’ ’ 1,462 3,112 87,242 77,694 sembled in the omens a ene ——$—— 
= MA RARD prerenan setae: ae an ioe on oe en comparable Pe-| TOTAL.....21,987 3,414,218 100% 2,817,600 100% 596,618 
an ore eee wee eee 9 A le * 
soles (\WELLWSt ............. 500 200 «= 4488S 948 -26,246 27,900 The rise in the | *L0ss 
and | MISCELLANEOUS; 8,200 8,125 8,185 16,385 $389,198 $85,463 past week was 
ee ——— ——— —_—_ due mostly to @/ 957 units assembled in the same| visions, except Packard, were hold- 
hibit | TOTALT.............. 88,975 120,055 86,817 175,792 4,419,517 4,977,923 general upturn! period last year. ing a steady pace. A strike at the 
and | *Revised. tIncludes trucks. Miscellaneous includes Crosley, Henney, 2 the sie rf Chrysler divisions likewise held plant of a minor supplier slightly 
light | Autocar, Brockway, Diamond T, Divco, Federal, GMC, International, ouge pian d total q| reduced final assemblies at Pack- 
pro- | Mack, Reo, Sterling, White, Bantam, etc. here. Hardly a| steady last week and total car and| , 3 
— — tae thie equating at te compere with NS oudiies Sotto 
eces- e ’ by, since e opening o e - | compare ’ vehicies turn 
light Brightwork Ban scene ould be laid’ att fran | model year, that some type of stop-|out in the previous week. In the Plant Activity 
° Dec. 12 to 29 as a result of an| page or slowdown has not hamp-|comparable period of 1940, a total (Week Ending Dec. 6) 
Shuts Fisher Plant OPM order curtailing “bright-|ered Ford operations. of 28,000 units were built. OUTPUT UNITS WORKING 
| vd CLEVELAND. — Metal priorities work” on 1942 automobile models.| General Motors divisions re-| Ford's total rose to 20,450 cars Dateh ...... steady; 4,925, five days 
bber | will force a 17-day shutdown at| Elimination of glittering parts| mained steady in the past week, | and trucks, as compared with 19,- Cadillac..... steady; 1,190, five days 
rears \the Cleveland Fisher Body di-| created a changeover problem at|with total output hitting 33,340] 207 vehicles built in the previous - ’ 
j ; “ ; week. Production hit 22,025 units in| Chevrolet ..steady; 18000, five days 
s in- |vision of General Motors Corp., a| Fisher Body which “practically|cars and trucks. This compared th i inet sear i teady: 2.025, five d 
> in- | plant official announced last week.| amounts to a model change,”|with 32,559 vehicles built in the)‘ Same wee your. Chrysler ....steady; 2,025, five days 
E. J. Gleason, resident manager, | Gleason declared. previous week and a total of 52,-' In the independent group all di-| De Soto ....steady; 1,450, five days 
now Dodge ...... steady; 6,210, five days 
r in . . . % fi N 19 4l 19 40 rise; 18,075, five days 
| New Commercial Car Registrations, 12 States for Nov., - hen. mente: 3 en 
— Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold and New Jersey figures by Automotive Listings Inc., Trenton, N. J. Sinema réees i aa a ae 
an sms” Uk”: CUS” hUdSe”™COChmU/FCCmUaF”)hCUhmCa.)ll”t”t~t~t~‘(‘(CCsa( (‘i ; 1,925, 
into “ 5 Peer steady; 1,720, five days 
} use > = 3 3 Oldsmobile. .steady; 4,450, five days 
the a i i t ; 3| & : | 8 § : : s/2/ls¢ : — Packard .....drop; 1,300, five days 
duc- i s 8 zi3s| 3 = 2 sg = Plymouth ..steady; 8,500, five days 
<| a é | mR | A 2 » | & | S/R] = Pa i @ 5 x | & Pontiac ....steady; 4,775, five days 
Arkansas "41 ] } SAY 299) | gl 2 ar Arkansas | Studebaker .steady; 3,630, five days 
att eat asa, el —,|—, 1 bey sat iene | Cie ....... steady; 500, five days 
mer a a To ag eee 
rn 4|  219|°41 Dist. of Columbia 
oa toons a | | Sl | S| 7 i er Truck Top Ten 
saat TL 2 iy 331 231 si si 7 : 10 1 3|_ 1321/"41 Illinois First Ten in eee Re- 
Illinois aa 1 | — 35 BEE: ia? ‘| ii|_ls | E “I 1 1 a ‘ 3 wt Ne NOCHE ported in Autometive News Today: 
New Hampshire ‘41 45 * | 4 a : ew Hampshire 94 , 1940 
a i |_| |__| 79 2 : 7 | | 4) 5 S484 North Caroline || “y""s99,059 a. mas 
North Carolina vil 3 | a H| 1| | | = 49 63 11 14 mn le 
aonb Da 4 1 2| 1 oe —| 3. al asad ass || 2-108,961 Ford = 198,815— 8 
North Dakota val | | aia 1| | 3 aa | nn | 3 a | | 3 | | 341/40 ssi) «-S— 88,827 Internat’l  66,754— 8 
. | | 3 al | —s | 1) | | 4] 1 | sealer South Carolina || 4— 55,018 Dodge 46,692— 4 
South Carolina “4 | | 35 | | | 291 | 76 1 | | ‘ i | ae 40 —_ = 5— 40,309 G.M.C. 
2 uth Dako 6— 8,564 Mack 
South Dakots ay | S| S| bo. iat | 1 201 |*40 
"40 46 1 I— 8,230 White 
41 a 6 2 177/°41 Utah 
Tish a | | #4 | | a . wif i a a a a ee ee Behl) g— 7,567 Plymouth | 8,212— 6 
; a} a 70 a rE ya at ‘i | . . | 7 |_| 333 Vous) S- Seat? os 
ermont val | al 61 2 | 17 = 9 3 1 ‘ 2 196 ‘40 - O— 4,472 Studebaker 1, 
inatianioeatinnn . a a 4) a Ei a 5) -— x 13) = 7 648 )°41 West Virginia Total All Makes 
West Virginia = all || is ‘| é é3|_2| 370 43 sing cenogdlh cing castle 568,301 478,608 
“Forel Ts States aly 2a adage” a BIS ys rer Sel al ol |S] Gos7| 40 <0 ___ for Movember These figures do NOT include 
he a 2217 ise 189239 55013) 1356|152941| 40309] 670 feet sei) {| 7567] 1346| 4472| 8230) 1770) 1858 re|sasse oir Total government deliveries. 
to Date *40| 1646] 1371|157392 Heel 308 2078 | S202] 13651132815] 32620] 629| 66754] 6403| 8212] 438] 1045| 5358| 2071| 1836|4736 40 to Date 
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Registrations, 12 States for November, 1941-1940 


Co., New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold and New Jersey figures by Automotive Listings Inc., Trenton, N. J. 





























CHEYSLEB 
4 : 3 3 es > : STATES 
@ 4 
STATES aisaiel s ae elajdis s ja 3 . 
2113/8] we| 3 s|a| me |] 2] 8] &/a ‘ i 5 
= Ss © 3 
slg|2le sl 2 ele |é| of ls | 5 | alee | 2 i 8 
——sa, 1 ~SCO]SC*iO|=SSi22 1 377 28| 412 8 19 22 "4 Arkansas 
= ay st al i 1so|_ 34s | ail | 86s | el fe|__ Sail _ al ai|_ 484 | eal a alta sera Ae 
*40|_30)|_ ss — —s ut m8 58/309) so 4 a | a a so 8 Basra Delaware 
Saas ai; 16 | a | 388 [atl 19 | Biel a3 92| 551] 155 6] 19] 180 5 8 6| 22 960/"40 a 
ee es 
bi B14 347 5 ees ais andl aa a ; S ccncnspeneliciiiadl aa 
ys ahi mss a ial i 5 —F8) —992 902 2155 - 1687; _637| _622| 4198) 1474) 66 1773 | we a 3 $72 el 101} 9430)"41 Tilinois 
ae as me 5881 oho2 2002|_4 4052| 18 33] Be 321| 3641 i 1487| 8437 = 119 349 | 2590] ia |_ 347 505] __ 462) _17895/'40 = 
' "40 31 107 a $5 | i] 6, -17/ «114 . 1 10 5 16 oa are New Hampshire 
— ra uy 19 a 33| oe | sea | mf 131 77|___—*91 4801 _168 BE 4| 19 ~ 10) 16 9|__30|_—sa20 2|___-960/" ee 
‘40| nani —g211 2931 | $7| 809) 116) 245; 1410 — iy 43, —s«dA|—s4 2902 |"41 North Carolina 
Saris Gagzlinn vai | i a 301 Ee 37| _1143|__219| 334 2022 1020] il | #2 1i7| 23 Fl 22 42| 134| 2| 4896 |'40 pe 
*40| Nl ei as 32 36 $70) 231 2 24/257 6 8 37 3 29 1 858 |’41 North Dakota 
| eS “ai; 1s) = a |_ Bit | His | 3 i 63|_ 44) ~—s618]__—«367 5| _44| 416 $| 12] _—*84 6| 48 1405 |'40 
sin | “o1_ aii 2291 420 | is aa | 100| 118| _831| 450| ii) «65 Teer 61 i al 19164t South Carolina 
Cen- | South Carolina "ai; 35] 28! gi] 46317 #31 156] _209|_—-1575|_—774|_—s13|_—S—88|_—«875|_—17|_—S 84] 19] —55|_ 8 1 
OL acl 06] 128 7 a 8 “Ts a 2 2 13 H | | bes/'at South Dakota 
ey | South Dakota rail 17 101 $$| 100 _166|__61 40|_ _38|__—388)_—205 4| 20] 229 3 4| 18 5) 1 
yney 40|__ 1 —a1i— ssi ns 48 ne 25, 52, 245) 86) 3| 9 4 i 12 9 «18 33 535 |’41 Utah 
ears | t—-_—_— "41 12 a ai 8) 187 59} 1 ai 71 48 380) 148 7|__—-25]_——«180 16 15 23) 3 863 |'40 
rub- |‘ 40|__18|_26 a | aa so) 37) 49 7 7) 94 ry 8 1% 45641 Vermont 
gua- | "41 155|__86 
~ ton | Vermont "40 13 13|_37 a 4381 115 a 3 a4 123) 292) 33 1742/41 West Virginia 
— a = $I | 2 398} 675) 195) 188 172|__138)__1170|_367 poeeh ee 
lkcenn t = 77959; 3892] 4674) 1848 a ise 1307| 1546] 10111; 4082 i a 4764, 88 419) aor 647| _751| 112) 21987/"41 Total 12 States 
Total 12 States rai| 633 457) 175 | 4767] 8546| 3485 oe Ze4| _9083| 2314] 2931| 18347| 6225 762| 7215| 170 813| 1100] _478| _38014|"40 for November 
ting | -for November 0) 699 196578 ine $30375|278798 a| 538781814884 209234 |259670|1615915| 552382 3595/642532| 20495 Seni Tit 71420| e0003|102319) " $685/3414218/"41 Total 
Tot om 132641) 8 369787|676287|242289) 29190|701605|161943|189786] 1324813 |447748 17628| 66339631715) 18160] 68915 63116] 86577] 6631|2817600|"40 to Date 
the \ a. 80103) 59532|165865 
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‘Survey Shows= 








Dealers Should Net 19% on Service, 


CATA’s Poll of 72 Dealers 


Covers First 6 Months of ’41\™ 





Special to Automotive News , 
er’s service statement am 
‘ CHICAGO.—The proper net profit| analyzed showed his sotal sunvion ee ee oe a tee Se 
rom service department operations| volume to be $5,000, of which 60 ee oe at ae 
is = percent. The Chicago Auto-| percent was eumeumee lcher vel showed in the last week of No- 
mobile Trade Assn. so states after| ume, 30 percent internal labor vol- waner S partes = oe ae 
ts business management depart-/| ume, and 10 percent sub-let work in the average high and of two 
ment analyzed statements from 72| Gross profit amounted to $0 | : points in the average low. It is | 
dealers and found the 19 percent/cent on the $3,000 of customer note termed @ creep thea. « | : 
figure 7 be the highest among the labor, 30 percent on the $1,500 of mo} ee eee | 
eared i ea in all instances| internal labor, and 20 percent on ; a 
cove » fest aix monthe of this| $500 of sublet’ work. ‘The  total| yMODEL,OF CLEANLINESS and, good order, ip, the service, shop of A. W.|| Percent, and the two points are 
= 7 - A S gross profit was $2,350, or 47 per- ae _ gig ener Goer in Santa Monica, Calif. The shop is laid out to make a quarter of that. : 
_A breakdown of the “ideal” deal-|cent of the $5,000 sales volume ee Yet week by week creeping | 
The “Dealer Operating Facts” adds up. Since the start of this } 
° cts is 
Service M bulletin presenting these figures al- G S P [ ] oe nee, ee ee oe 
B en aan = various items of direct ross eru ice r O fs P Pp ed | ca a a r of ‘i 
nse ‘ a e gain 
rought Up to — yg geen ‘3 rg 28G b ontiac e nearty @ lng amounted “t 
profit of $1,210. From ° “"y nearly 6 percent. 
Date by DeSoto | iss are ant maa QLLETS |) "Nine ‘points gxin equals one || 
DETROIT.— expense. The remaining $950, 1 P 3 . e previous rise since Oct. 
pPETROIT.— More than o0| 220M? Iai as anes rr | mont oi Pele Sets| See Soc fate Ot teas | Sraens phe ree of the 
men have “gone to school” during resen e total net profit. throughout the United States he a ese rmness in the prices of the |ijy 
the past 90 days in a series of 597 Items of expense included sal-| showed an increase of 39.69 percent have expanded from 20 to|/ better, graces oo in the. : 
i .69 percent | 30 percent, while the remaining 19 A decelerati i i 
mechanical maintenance service aries of the service manager, a|in customer labor sale : ‘ ee ae eee ee 
service sal : s compared| percent have expanded more than || climb of the cars th 
amr ny | a og parts of the| of two pon caged ghia ion eter, poll re ~~  .~ e 1940, ac-|30 percent, according to the sur-|/ their wear and tear ay 
experts, it was stated se fete ig light, heat, water, depreciation, in- general service manager. Whi sap. Ot h ae ee ee cee, ae 
gg gti et ay kn surance, advertisins, service vo-| resented on 1 . ¢ S rep- the owners approached in'| ment of the national average 
ee, i oO hide expenmn, diate. supetien, | eink in twas ae 4 ‘ - per- ae the survey, 57 percent|| low, amounting to only two 
hit tentacle Uaemaain ot telephone, telegraph, postage cin | “enetieats P . said they will spend more money|| points. This deceleration was 
proper maintenance of ortvately Saeees supplies, shop tools, mis- | comes “from am a ean a a thinking . wae @ th spr poe pth aptre 
owned automobiles and the desire cellaneous expense and commis-| old cars and less,” M os F unk ng ser ously 0 e good and “not-so-good” cars 
of the De Soto factory to have the sions. . ester ts 20 ss,” says Marshall.| upkeep. An encouraging angle to|/ would have become too narrow [Bulg 
ar th ealer i oe 
Sean Gates & “ De Soto- i, —_ 1941 there was an "Sees af i79 ttn ot ouners suid bl penne ae —_ 
ealers up to the minute P d W percent in the total num ‘0 to . , 
on all service methods, were the i inte or S Pontiac cars four years a on Seugne thene — - onrvinn — oa > po “ewe ne 
— ~ for the schools, Peed said. Fold - ae less over the same classification of} “Unquestionably,” concluded Mar- || the exceptional nommmanen r 
on te tee —— recently older Published Giving [cat me, year, carer. er ats shall, “automobile dealers will have || 1941 were not in operation. Last Ln 
y ealers s s at the . 
over the country have increased Data on Air Express year stood at 796,528" compared to a a. 1 ane "Sauaes on the ath ieee eae tas 
their service facilities more than| , NEW YORK.—Railway Express | 675,321 the year before. a profitable a business on || ening 00 reach the used-car 
30 percent during the past six| Agency has recently published a “Based on the customer labor (Bnet —— 2 Se 
months to be prepared for increas- folder called “Ship the Skyway,” | Sales during the first nine asm oan os the national index stood 
ing service requirements. giving details of its air express|this year, the average sales per New Prod - 7 aan a “ 
e importance of ade-| The folder gives inf o $13.38 per four-year car a . . Dogges 
sean of cate new in| points of the. eoumey — ps ~ = increase of $2.46 "per oe Corning Reveals low of the ‘ashen soles a 
oned by leaders|express facilities are il our-year Car. ew T Gl - 
in our national defense program,”|costs and oth — “In addition to ype —- oes oe ES eS 
Peed said. “A large percentage of|ers are 2 legen ene laa ’ ee ee) Se ee ee eee — SS as = : 
evel crease in car sal wer | = 
our cars are used to provide trans- ex — the reasons for i. ee aan a ae ee eee ee gee oF oe 
portation facilities for activities Jobbers in Def in service business can be at- dow-like ee ee ee coe priees ao gen Me A ayo 
highly important to our national CHT embers in Defense tributed te at least 95 percent mere me e Vision was announced last || Prices Was understandable dur- 
defense and economy. Distribution for Defense,” ‘ei of! service capacity among P week by H. R. Haynes, manager of || 1i% a ee 
“It is the responsibility of own- booklet, illustrated with daa “an deuheen d g Pontiac| glass block sales, Pittsburgh Corn- |} ™S€S consequent on the adjust- |i 
ers of these cars to keep them in Motor “and a issued by ‘the service pane Ba yes gu -_—“_ ment to increased new car | 
good condition and it is the obli-|488n. to portra the ‘vital, at oe “Just how the i : The new block, called the “Vue” || Prices. That period has passed, 
gation of the industry to provide qutoinotive, ‘wholesale ME Ie, “Eh cae ees ae tee dt GLE sce hae ee ce — 2 ae ie nae 
adequate facilities and capable maintaining the millions of cars; puses, | ‘8, indicated by the extremes from | sion ny ee ee oe Reng ie. Saal ak a ae 
men to do the work. trucks and tractors in service ugh: 13.5 percent in Janua J s desired through panels of || tions t = oe Se ae ee 
a out the mation.” |, 185 percent in January over Jan-| non-transparent glass blocks. The|| “Ease ‘ana South and West it ff 
e i. ock permits suffi an uth and t | 
Comin Events ~ ten Tool Manual —— this year over September| general vision of large daean 2 was epidemic. Chicago ‘a 
NVI stage. = Gathered together in a ieotcmiar — great increase in|movements beyond the panel to escaped with a light touch. That 
san - ee pub ished by ins tastalen Ui. me cumilead gaats —. — can be| prevent a “shut-in” feeling, al- has its lesson: Chicago is the Am 
11-18—Chicago (Hotel Sh instructional material covering vir- | dealers’ ally by the fact that| though the visibility of sharp de- most merchandising-minded cen- } 
tional Standard erman) Na-| tually every factor connected with the | 0°? CTS facilities opened up due/| tail i Fr te 
vention. oe ee eee Ce a of tungs carbide tools, m <|to the decline in internal service dition ee See ee ae t oa “a “aie oe 
15-16—Decaiur, m. _Hilinots eeeemeieel it speed a. —. on used cars and new car 7 * ¢ @ ore so ee on ae 
Assn. convention. conditioning. ‘ ; 
JANUARY Rubber Cushion “ Battery Display Stands Little of the Santa Cl 
Sites Ln Dain Gee AKRON.—A new wivoning ite aire |t = the past, dealers have had}, aa — Two newly designed|| brightness has adorned the 
2 1gnnye® Eeonomy Run. Cell latex, foam. cushioning material, aoe ae business away currently ee” Gaitibnes’ te are}} used-car ad pages this year. 
annual” ocliag andl caulccertan oe ‘pigeenger oar and "ts ba Our Sue net Gee a ment’ te its “winter Dattery c supple= on ac eee a 
ay. esigners and upholsterers ; Th campaign. uch o wherever used-car 
waht eaineruoue). Ne [Easiest Pelee) fo renlace” thelr former Internal welded steel Feds. vctdly Aaisned|| Buick in Boston was the only 
convention. *|B. ¥. Goodrich Co. here, - i fo ee. ah Sten wee Ge oS 
mn actane®=REU ABY available upon request. and is now —— om will building cus-| i= @ four and a six battery size. 7 peuee picturing the familiar 
-21— oy 7 ; Water- ristmas figure in all the ads 
Estate I ERE S| pun PE BORO nel Seite! Cotas ar an | gSEUGAECS G Eeaute ese | Nave wed cg sling 
» : ° . 2 F z com ° - u i 
Sade” pes deal | Berekatste! Rien gh See | my attention, shows, that from 0 prt Sag sine duiviuvae euvtyg|| table for Now. 0. 
e , . ns . . 
SEE aS Ber pal iste "| iat deaths ee Ghad | had a increase tn customer gery FO eae ee) Fe epee 
2- 5—Memphis. Tena, Annual Conven-| nes the field of & efficiency, and de-| ice this year. Three-fourths of the , Ae ae want CE Oe Dave mr 
tion “ot” Atnerican ‘Road’ Builders | basic type of sleeve, bee —_—-- dealers say that owners are re-| AKRON Mow Secay Bese ae Saat ~ “ao hace 
9—New Orleans. (Hot , itioning their cars t pa Peat ntaie 
nual aes ‘of t Se S- CHICA qimeclece Magazine them last longer. eins ae eae ea kee ce soreyin ager on voor Gy Gee © 
mobile Dealers Assn. erate ws y mph = ee "its own type of aibells a — é a the writers 
on a rubber developed i st used-car ads seem 
r Stl Ge cece ane bee mae Tex. Automotive Men was announced by B. F ano aretorics, stunned; their copy is dead—it 
Brightwork Ban Held __||zize launcted Tast month by Wheelco Elect Egan President pany's, lacquer fae Seninees Ge cee te cote 7 
Safety Aid in Wartime ©. here. | DALLAS, Tex-Local men took ine of paint spray hose. maesep at ae are refresh- J. 
DETROIT. — Elimination of Alemite Brochure all offices in the Automotive Whol eM — Ses ae ee Se 
brightwork from automobile AGO.—A 15-page five-color hro. | Salers of Texas at th ie Hye Frotection ee ae Gal ae 
brightwork | from automobiles || ara Saicnite High» Preure: | vention held here last week. J. Mz | te, Ualrin Lake Co, Here ay tadat ane wy whnceee ems 
siderable saving in essential war || 2Y “emi division Stews HW shed| Egan was elected president suc-| ite’ rimlene-type, safety ence ded a ae oy nchester Motors, 
mantestats bet =~ win contrib- || Sat and cote e ey “for automioe os B. L. Naylor of “Wichita visor®” ‘protection, ing ae uGuDer- us Detones ead wk eves 
e safety of the driver aipment issue of “Alemite. High| ~~ company’s special mat with the |! used 
and passengers in th ae an of “Alemite High , ty Lenses. atenios ‘Tureen Sale o8 car sent. 
an edaear air sale. _ —— < i a bination ot cane sans ee _wteeted ’ jnciubed * + + USED CAR PRICES 
Charles L. Jacobson, vice-presi- ee W. Warren, secreta . mans S. Door Panels Ww Matlonsl Average 
dent in charge of sales of Chrys- Motor Standards M. Sch ; ry. Naylor, T. CHICAGO.—A new asphalt masti Eadie, 1st ‘ 
ler division. y NEW YORK.—‘“NBMA Motor and| oy mitt of Beaumont, C. E. board, designed for use as door and ding HighLow High Low 
or Generator Standards,’ containing re- Owen of Tyler, and Noble Davis of oor panels in the automotive MF Nov. 30 ... $697 $634 $552 $476 
EH od ee = stataions ons of such ‘standards  publistied Henderson were elected directors ana yg Ag fee ” trucks Nov. ie Sa 68 633 Be9 im 
nam u sic ” . n . e 
used on motor cars but ee . “ene Hlectrical Manufacturers Sentence Su ded Keystone Asphalt Products Co. here.” 3 ; 667 Bot Pa 434 — 
by baked plastics or enamel es * PITTSBUR '  snagypces Bearing Se Qct. 26... Gade base 666 436 
parts effective Jan. 1, undoubt- Globe Hoist Line H GH.—(UTPS)—Joseph B.| CHICAGO.—With rvice Get. 39 681 614 564 485 
pes ines, Pittsburgh automobile les- .—-With the accent -|} Qct. 12 
oaly makes, the vehicle more oer Ia—New modela tn | man arrested while illegally weariner Bary by service methods made os oe. 3 671 600 68 re 
spicuous,” says Jacobson, || well as bus or truck obile ug|the uniform of_a lieutenant colonel in| maki € increased requirements for *This dro 
“and thus makes it a better tar- > aan mie —_ , eee work, | the Armistice Day parade, on Dec. 8, | Bea ou “ cars run better, Ahlberg|f bat to aes a ane = to lonaed — 
get for hostile aviators.” fo"ike°denign af those its, are‘anows | six’ monthe and’ placed under a wrese Secale ast ee Secs © aac & Sere 
publis by | year probation by Federal Judge F. ng of the standard siaes of b . points i the Used Sr 
Globe Hoist Co. Echoonmaker. ee o and roller’ bear ings up to four Gan ae re 
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top and bottom prices on 1941, 1940, 1939 and 
used cars as advertised in local newspapers, 

prices only used in this comparison. 
used: Boston—Globe; New York—Times, Journal 
nerican; Philadelphia — Bulletin; Cleveland — Piqin 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DECEMBER 15, 1941 


A D V E R T i Ss F D Dealer; Indianapolis — Times; Detroit — News; Chicago 


— Herald-American; Jacksonville — Journal; Dallas — 






News- 


Used Car Selling Prices News; Kansas City—Star; Minneapolis—Star-Journal; 


Denver—Post; Los Angeles—Examiner; San Francisco 
For Week Ending Nov. 30th —Examiner. 


(Copyright 1941—Automotive News) 
































MAKE Bosto N 
a = ew York Phila. Cleveland Ind’polis Detroit Chicago Jack’ville Dallas Kan. City Minn’polis Denver Los Ang. San Fran. Natl. Avg. 
Series 40 Sp Wal 850 Bat TET 985 | 1097- 989| 895 | 999 | 1065 | l | | 1165- 995 | 1195-1150 | 1052-1024 
"301 745-505 | 68 775-745 | 750- 689| 775- 695| 845- 699 | | 295- re | 849- 795| 945- 795| 895- 865| 825- 762 
$81 545-445 See 8 | os | 599- 595| 566- 480| 505- 495| 599- 595| 595- 550| | 665- 645| 699- 685| 745 | 642- 586 
oT ren 449- 445| 449- 357| 465- 885 525- = 465 575- sa 525- i 625- 525| 612- 445 
acres "01 a a ee | | | | 2175-2175 
701 ae — 2 | ee ee 
795-775 | | | l | 995 | 895 |1045 | 926- 775 
Del aa 845 ~ 565 195 652-652 
Slane =a) aah €25- a = ed 825- 745 | 825- 695| 745 795 a9 | | 795 | | 950 | 828- 715 
= a) SiS 185 | : 648- 8 645 615  —| 595- 400| 575- i 675- So: 729 #+| 65 ‘| | 725- 685| 725- 650| | 654- 665 
= 495 | 485- 445| 545 | | 495 | 595- 435 | | | 527- 458 
(Master) = 425- 395 $79- 350| $25- 285| $45- $25| 445- 875 | 485- 365| 365 350 390- 350 
Special Deluxe at ae TR ctecciaitt S | 745 | 895- 745| 795- 765| 899- 795| 850- 799| 800 ‘| | 895 | 865- 795| | 886- 780 
(Master Deluxe 615 | | 625 | 575 | 685-505] 510 | 675- 655| 695- 507| _—~«|-_695- 6% | 695- 620|  _—_—*'|_765- 675| 795- 575| | 662- 518 
ith nicneneeeelicsitiecien sant = 445| 495- 445| 475- 445| 647- 495| 609 | = [| | 306 | 600 | 644- 866 
(Deluxe) _°38}__ 485-395 380 368- 350] | 465- 375 495- 465 410- 396 
yepsler Royal “at | | | | | 1195-1075 | b | | | __|.1195-1075 
40] 795 | 885- 695| l l | 695- 645 | [725 —| | 695 | | 795- = ES |_767- 710 
ee ann) | | | 549 | 505- 445| 695- 449| 595 [_ | at | 686- 447 
BR) 470 425 365 395- 375 465- 445 | | 424- 410 
soto 41) 995 | | 945 = |1085 | l l l | | | 5 ea a aoa 1020- 900 
ae | 625 | | 745- 699| 695 | 5 | l | l | 795- 695| 695 |_740- 686 
- 515 l | 5% ~*| l |_575- 495 | ] | | | 599 | 600-_ 585 
88] 495 | | | | ] | 430- 345] 495 | 395 | | 495- 490| 575 | 480- 419 
id “if 925__—*| :975- 795) 900 | | | 899- 795 | | 995- 897| 950- 895| 895 — | 925- 895| | 1045-1025| 1095 —|_ 960- 884 
40) 775- 675| 695- 505| 645- 595 | | 605- 649| 629- 600| 595 | 775- 647| 765- 745| 775 |_745- 675| 795- 645 | | 885-785 | 781- 661 
"30] 595- 485| 529- 525| 535- 485| | 495 | 670- 450| 645- 525| 595- 525| 505- 545| 635 —|_595- 545| G15- 599| 695- 595| 675 —'|-SB0- 528 
"88) 465- 425| 315- 275| 420- $65| 475- 875| 499- $75| 835- 290| | 475 | 288 | | 480- 425| 475- 465| 525 ‘| | 487- 874 
V-8 Speck "19 775-645 | 595 | l |_ 725- 695 | | | 695 | ci | 883 | 875 _|_750- 670 
(V-8 85") 40) 625- 450| 597 | 645 G45- 535| 685- 649| 525- 450| | 597 | 625 | 720- 695 | | 618- 636 
“ "39 _545- 450| | 410 —«|:895 ~—Ss| ‘425 ~—Ssé|,:«S25- 875 | 895- 875) a | 465- $45| 469 | 595- 475 | | 525 _—*| 481- 402 
“ 38]. 385 | 32 °# | | 425 | 850 | S45- 195| S$25- 265| | $45 | 805- $20| 450- 205| 345 | 895 | $70- 260 
V$Saper Deluxe 41] 725 | | 800- 739 | | 845- 675| 795- 649| 750 | 7199- = 899- ee = 775| 795 _|_895- 695| 869- 698| 945- 800| 880- 730 
(V-8 Deluxe) 40§ 625- 495| | 629- 529 | | 675- 695| 600- 445 | >| | 795- 765| 745- 675| | 674- 568 
™ "$9 _525- 495 | l [ oae- 440 | Ab 905 i | - 450| 649 |_545- 457 
(V8 85") "S85 425- 375| l | 449- 395 | | 395 | $15 | 495- est 575- 475| 447- 418 
Six “414 845 ——|_889- 795| | 795 | = | 695 : , 785 Nl , — | 895- 695|1045 |: 862- 745 
40) 600 + +(| 629 «| 5 © | | 645 | 505- 625| 505- 645| | 845 l | 695 __—'| _775- 495| | 845 | -@8i- 622 
| i 525- 445| 495 i | 449- 360 575 518- 408 
*g8) 395- 295 | | $5 | 45 '| | $95- 245| 205- 245| 445 | 435 —~—=C*«Y | | 449- 369 | | $98- 288 
! phy "414 1350 | 1295-1225 | | | | 1095 | | | 1095 oe i | 1276-1225 
40) _945- 895| 965- 795| l | 895 795 l | l l | 875- 795 895- 828 
*39] 645 ~+~«|*+G45- 505| | 589 | 625- 529| 595 | 545 l l | |_| 695- 675| —_—s«i|-: @20- 600 
*88] 575- 395| 525- 398 | | 895 | 645 | 495- 395| 395 l | | l | | 610- 495| 600- 605| 618- 465 
or 41) 999 | 895- 845| Nl Nl | 895- 825| 975- 945 | Nl | 945- 875| 950 | = | 925- 845| 925 | 910- 867 
40] 765. | 789- 625| 675 | 700 | 725- 695| 665- 645 oe | = Lm - 695| 745- 695| 775 | 825- 605| 865 | 742- 670 
"39 _595- 500| 675- 475| | 675- 695| 695- 549| 685- 430| 7 | ae 625 oe a 
Ambassado "41 Nl 7 | |_ 888 5 camel eensincanglann 
= fl 600 | l | 695 685- 650| 695- 505| 590 l | 850 | 6 | 65 | 749 | ‘| @O2- 622 
575- 495 | 505- 495 | 495 | ] |_ 525 | 595- 495 | | |_557- 495 
sa) ! a | 445 | 395 l l i | | 428- 428 
le Six 1p 1050 = |1075 S| | | | 985- 850 | | SO I eenscstis te canes 
40) 825- 675| 875 —*|-865- = SAS] THB TAs | 775- 745| 899- 695| 695- 5-650 | 745-596 675 G47] __| 7 75-_ 695 | a 800- 684 
739] _595- 525| 645- =a = 595- [| a )| 495- 475| 575- 49 S| 595- 449 - | 675- 600| 495 | 6585 | 575 | 685- 650| 588- 520 
38] BS 65 ~ | 495 | 445- 355 | | | 525- 495| 450 | 625- 495| 483- 452 
= “aif 1045 l as : | : | | | | | 1045 | | 1078-1078 
40] 845- od 795- a | “e] 745-_ 686 | |_795- 695 [7 | | oS ‘| 800- 706 
la | 515 ~+| 6&5 * | | | 695 | 645 | 675 | tae 
ek nade 602- 602 
415 
- 107 
: 695 | 685 | | 800- 699| 825 | a I i | sae ee 
P at — ee be5S*~<‘dSCtSC*«S:C« CCA | 675- 485 | l | I 605 | 775 | 6S 642- 541 
! 645- 450| 475- 365| l | 495- $75| $86- $65| 445- $95] 595-545 | #4 = - 499; “ai l <= 
= Ti5— 305 | 397- 175 | 305-285] $25 445- 389 375- 275| 475- 395 a 
45 | 795 | 795- 675| 795- 775| 895- 799 795- 765| 900- 785| 850- 795 a ae = 
"419 795-785; 970 «=| 779 ~~ | ~—sae aa 
Special Del. °41 0 | 695 | 745 | 695-610) 505- 405| 695-645 | 675 _—*| _ 525 l es oes 798- 668| 725 | 650- 503 
(Deluxe) _°40] ae a) [680 | 625 | «BAB ea | 547-445] 550 549- 495 | 650- 625 | 545- 470 
“ 39 - x. enol 4: Sala gr , ay. ana 
= ——sa}_s95- s50[ | 5 058 eee 
yee - al eee eaeel 5-1045 | 977- 925 
| Six "41§__975-_795| 925 S| mer Hs > | 795- 595| 745- 595| | 745- 675 | | 795 | 77 = es 875- 745| 845 | 780- 672° 
7401 825- 695| _795- ae 5- 675| 750-645) }| @90___|_ 795-695 | 745-595 | 
aol _s25- 695] 705-675 | 79-45 | SO TS 515- 525| 425 —«| | 565 2 | , 585- 525 
= = is 487- 425| 475 495 495 425- $95| 395- 345 345 i ee 447- 402 
| |_ 795 | | |_795 | — | 1075- 845 | se ie 
apion “41 1 | | 665- 549 | | 575 | 545- 495| 595 | 5 tes es 0- 546 
“40 ——_—_—_ a 1. | a a 
a 2a , : | | 399 | 1095 | | 925 | 835 | | 995 | 1150-1150 
er Commander _’41 7 : 1735 l | 695 | 745 | 795 | | 350 | | 762-762 
40 : as 500 l l | 545 l ] | 595 ] | ape | 584- 584 
*39] 525 = 3p 205 475 - 442- 393 
"88 : | | 555 l l | 575 | 665 | 588- 508 
Nly»-Americar "41 | | i a om | 478-478 
40 | | ] | _—*«|: se l | 360- 360 
"39 299 265 282- 282 
"38 National Average, All Makes, Nov. 30th—$697-$684 


Need Car Selling Pric 
’ i "hs is the dred time 228 that wr fide top ont prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 


Used Car prices in Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, St. 


National Average, All Makes, Nov. 23rd—$689-$682 


litan new 3s nationally, are compiled exclusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. 
advertised in the classified sertiom ee been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national 


Louis, Atlanta, Houston, Oklahoma City and Seattle appeared on this page last week and will be published again next week. 
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ze Urged to Stop b 
Wartime Capital Is Grim and Determined; Parts Discounts 
Critical Materials Are Cited ocumncit (TPS) —te «| 
re — ma — 
By William Uliman best known of these vital raw bulletin to members of the Pitts- ‘tor-ge 
Washington Correspondent materials, but they are by no burgh Automobile Dealers Assn., | jsdust 
A RTIM E| Means the sole imports upon W. N. Owings, secretary-manager, | plod 
WASHINGTON | which our industrial life is so offered dealers these “war-time / jpg ti 
1 —The Capital’s | heavily dependent. There are tips”: job wi 
+ mood is grim | Chromite, manganese and tung- Since we are now in World War  /?e— 
and determined, | Sten for hardening steel; kapok II, it should be in order to start to | edit 
A different in | for making life preservers; conserve all of the profits we can 
i many respects | graphite for lubricating war ma- during this emergency. It is ad- | HO\ 
| from 1917, The | Chines; mica for insulation; visable to eliminate discounts on ‘gm 
/ overnight aa se eae ee part sales which it - been cus- jqustry 
change is as ; : air parts and|tomary for some dealers to allow /jng ca 
unprecedented as the blow | tea for the inner man—these are orien. M4 geovieg iy worth te he] hands py ‘teak, according to insurance companies, fleet owners, /pent | 
against us. . . . Uniforms now | few of the more important | F. A. Nealon, sales manager of the Merchandising division of Electric Auto-Lite | . 4 independent garage operators, |yarder 
are seen everywhere. ... And commodities. Co. The new sales producer, called “Plug-Chek,’ was developed by Auto-Lite . sther 
engineers. Data Book and ‘“‘Plug-Chek” Indicator allow the car owner, a8| Every dealer should comply 100 
there is less of the jabber- Of all Pacific imports of the | well as the service man, to see the results of plug testing. Explanations in the percent with PADA’s Sunday and | mows 
jabber which is so character- United States, tin is perhaps | Data Book are simply written by the engineers so that car owners can secure lid losi 1 ad ibly fender. 
istic of Washington life. All the most important and the a first-hand story on thelr motor’s condition. | a ; tier tr dosing east ; proud 
feel the eaden —, Ragged en difficult of oF ae 9 . yo owonlae. to cut down = at 
than conversation... e city ore than 100,000 tons of tin h QO h L overhead. Insert in all newspa meb 
is under partial blackout Sila are consumed in this country Ala. Dealers S un t er ures advertising: “Closed Sundaga” _ sme, 
~— . . ao = - ich pC each year am on + If you floor plan cars, we suggest as 
no hysteria in a city which al- | production is practically nil. T C S dand | 
ways has been one of the biggest | The bulk of our tin comes O oncentr ate on service or - teen ae aaa Sa the ol 
rumor factories in the world; from Singapore and the Neth- acai me thats pate daaicine © dat ye 
in scene. ’ New policies a oe Special to Automotive News installed a battery department.| Association dues are deductible D 
are being shaped along many OPM reports that the U. S.| BIRMINGHAM, Ala.— Automo-| Now instead of taking this man’s|¢,9m income tax returns. Some of | APP 
lines but it is too much to ex- | 288 ““@ good stockpile” of tin on | pile dealers in this territory, rather|old car and reconditioning it on| oyr members are paying a year’s |" 
pect to get precise, detailed for- hand and notes that we are |/than take on electrical appliances|our own time we propose to d0| ques in advance. of stil 
mulations during the first week building a smelter in Texas to /or other outside merchandise, in|this for him and get paid for it. Regarding the federal wage and oo 
of open warfare. That will come refine Bolivian ore. It is the feel- | an effort to replace some of the|We are encouraging him to have hour lew, Owlags aise etlled ation tires ; 
along, however, much sooner ing here that careful conserva- | volume lost in new car sales, are|all his work done here and buy all int af te ae ne 
than in the past. on Se ee pred prow oes turning toward the oy = = his automotive merchandise from) yoy. 4. 1942 inepectors trem og 
e and build-| us.” hai y | 
Even with air raid alarms on | will get us through the war. ne oe ae ‘suevion departments, Alabama dealers who in the past | the U. S. department po ec be age turly s 
both our coasts, war in the a However, we can afford to take | In other words they feel that|60 days have installed entirely new pot . ae porter bs gel os a after t 
pe cae ay — io no chances; the Pacific sea | their salvation, if any, during the|setups for customer car recon-| © — a dietetiekeie ons ‘aa sand 
i dente: — Eitan, lanes must be kept open. period of curtailed automobile|ditioning include Fariss-Armstrong = Pp an: Sine tn aa ‘an ot 
What se ae a. te ee ** 6 manufacture will be in operating| Motor Co. (Chrysler-De Soto), and asce vo co an, Sao oe vd 8 pour 
. ais aek oe te 98% of Rubber complete automotive department|Steel City Oldsmobile Co. of |CPMe UNCC UIE tee ey eto de, me 
fight Hi = aa & ineep anon F o Orient = As a — - Bc — eo and gg = Sion if they pool complying, €- I stock 
rom Urten feel that they shou ave n|tors, o ontgomery. ey have : ; may n 
Orie ye hy ‘an ton that THEN THERE is the rubber | 40ing this all the time, instead of} all departmentalized their service “If more than 25 percent of your jral. T 
ta laa sa = herously situation, which parallels that of |Concentrating on new car sales,/departments. This has its ad- dollar volume was wholesale, your | yould- 
aacienl. ee eee aoe ait. tin in important respects. About | letting much of the tire, battery|vantage in that a specialist for employes corner under the act. If} mq ; 
ors and citizens killed, why is 98 percent of the nation’s crude and accessory business get away|one department may be trained al cm a" —- eo — our Ac 
it vital to us as a nation, and rubber supply comes from the — “ee pecs to mention gaso- a gen — ¥ a - —_ beta "Say “a 1941 If Pon govmgle miele 
to the automotive industry as | Orient; and our consumption of |"N€ and om sales. en” a a ject to the act and not complying, found 
well, to keep the Far East rubber is more than 600,000 tons ‘The average motorist instead of mur Gpesete Guat be chediend Gein when j 
open-door open permanently? a year. However, there is a sec- | trading his car in on a new model| A few Alabama dealers have for i Ae canna pe i ce ao vith i 
Te mast be understecd that ond line of defense in the fact | will be driving it longer and that| several years been handling elec- tober, 1938. It is still not too Sate to tutes. 
t the Far East the United | that rubber can be reclaimed, | means he will be buying more|trical appliances and making a ais th d t ts th belovec 
State celelen w materials | 2nd it is estimated by OPM of- | tires, more batteries, more acces-|success of these. Among these are cake a <a oe pw at are fin his 
2 ficials that the use of reclaimed |sories and having more major re-|the Milling Motor Co., Dodge deal-|U"der the act from those that are Tor t 
= ong ae a a rubber can be doubled within a | pairs made,” said one dealer. “Wel|er in Mobile, and the Al Dement | 7°t under the act. ws | 
bs ~y e . ~*~ ¢ he a les | few months. The point is made | have fixed ourselves up to service| Chevrolet Co. Birmingham. These| “This month is the time to com- |p th 
on we t Se cael heaiadtire: that while reclaimed rubber has |him by completely modernizing|two concerns are now concentrat-|Plete your clean-up campaign, make | was 
in sen @ be lulled into a | certain disadvantages, especially | our service department, adding . ing more heavily than ever on| repairs, nent — a For tl 
ao for inner tube use, between the | service station in connection an ese lines including radios and|improvements. Pay for them this 
—_ Bp F ltr tates reclaimed commodity and the re- | taking on a line of tires. We also|small appliances which sell in|year and deduct as expense from eel 
peg een baldien oe months | serve supply the nation can be |~ ——— SOSOCOC<S;«7;3 3ETCté<CS;<C;CS~S™*;# — especially .during De- = ce es tax. Next per ~~ was 
F carried along for many months. deposits will serve if these im- | ©©™er. d ; eed your money for other 
eT 97 on Piso pe hae At the same time, production of aaa ao pay off entirely. But as aforesaid the tendency is| Purposes. — 
The demands of industry will be synthetic rubber is being con- Then there te the situation in = to -” out of —— led ¢ 
heavier than ever before in the | Stantly stepped up. mica. About 90 percent of the ican it "han aad ; a Exem t Dealer sho 
history of any nation. The stock- As one official expressed it | current supply of mica splittings mission on tire, battery and repair P Do y 
piles will have to be replenished. last week, manganese, chrom- comes from India, the remainder | pusiness originated by them and Sales of T; r k 
It will be the job—the immense ite and tungsten are the mar- from Madagascar. These mica | gealers find that salesmen’s regu- ucks } 
and infinitely dangerous job—o f row in the steel which is the splittings are used for the in- | j5+ contacts can be utilized to good T. A N wh 
the United States and British bone of modern warfare. They sulation required in electrical advantage in promoting complete Oo rmy 9 avy tion 
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rupted. The events of the past | munitions of all kinds. Imports | g goodly supply on hand but not — as well as motor re-| of medium motor trucks and pas- =) 
week should open the eyes of all from Brazil and South Africa | enough to be independent of im- . senger carriers may exclude from ate 
to the kind of a task which has will round out our manganese ports. It is pointed out that mica production quotas established by fi Min 
been assigned to our fleet. supply and domestic produc- splitting is a tedious and spe- Heavy Layoffs Due the Office of Production Manage- that re 
* * * tion from low grade ores will cialized task which we would | 4 N, ment any vehicles sold directly or 
Ma Materials be upped. At the same time, have to train workers here to do. t Nash Body Plant through authorized dealers to the pate 
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Also, despite the fact that low- : superintendent here. This may be] 4 P P . ~ Plime, a: 
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terruption. 
* * 


Tungsten Supply 


is palm oil, for instance, used 
for tin plating. And coconut 
oil from which glycerin is 
made. From Australia come 
hides and lead; and from vari- 


Aid Drivers in Ind. 


SOUTH BEND.—Yellow dividing 
lines, actually glowing under the 
headlights of automobiles and 


that this exemption applies not 


only to direct sales to the desig- nan w! 
nated agencies or governments, but itme, h 


also to sales made through author-) 


Threatened 


DOWN THE Burma Road, now 
under heavy bombardment by 
the enemy, comes much of our 
supply of tungsten. OPM points 
out that while domestic produc- 
tion increased sharply in 1941, 
and while South American out- 
put is large and growing, our 
imports this year amounted to 
twice the volume we can produce. 

Upon Madagascar and 
Ceylon we are dependent for 
high grade graphite, but it is 
understood that the domestic 


ous Far Eastern points such 
materials as mangrove bark 
(a tanning agent), sisal, bur- 
lap, jute, tapioca, tea, anti- 
mony, cobalt, tung oil, copra, 
mahogany, camphor, pepper. 
Yes, America’s stake in the 
Pacific is an immense one. Keep- 
ing its sea lanes and its mar- 
kets open is far more important 
to that mythical automobile 
dealer in Arkansas than prob- 
ably he ever realized. Now united 
and single-minded, America will 
accomplish that task. 


trucks traveling Indiana’s state 
highway system at night, have 
proved to be a major contribution 
to motoring safety, it was pointed 
out here last week by James D. 
Adams, chairman of the state high- 
way commission. 


Now the yellow line has been 
made visible for night drivers by 
mixing tiny glass beads with a spe- 
cially prepared paint, resulting in 
@ luminous line which glows under 
the approaching headlights and 
warns the driver that he is enter- 
ing a no-passing zone. 


ized dealers. It does not apply to 
sales to a private contractor for Pitts! 
work on Army cantonments, mu-) 
nitions plants or similar defense) R 
projects. ia 

It is expected that the automo-| 
tive, transportation and farm) 
equipment branch of the division} 
of Civilian Supply will recom-) 
mend shortly the issuance of siMl-)gj5 | 
lar interpretations covering the) ti), 
passenger car and light truck (less) Miblic 
than 1% tons) limitation programs.) gq, 


that ¢ 


FOR A FRESH START 
STOP AT A HOTEL 


AMERICAN HOTEL 
ASSOCIATION 


SD # 
For a fresh automotive viewpoint. Tease 
read George M. Slocum’s ‘“‘A Word ! Year, 
i 
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‘pr-general ; but those calls on our 
dustry did not give us the high 
sood pressure we are experienc- 
“ing right now. The nation’s main 
was to send its armies to Eu- 
rope—it did not have to arm and 
ed its allies. 
* * * 
| HOW DIFFERENT today! Uncle 
‘gm has made the automobile in- 
his arsenal and his increas- 
ing calls for more and more arma- 
ment has forced him to bear down 
jarder on us than he does on any 
gther one industry, because he 
inows we and only we can fill his 
order satisfactorily. We should feel 
proud of this recognition of this 
fet—we do feel proud, though 
mebbe we grouch, groan and grunt 
gme, over the burden imposed. 
But now that the call has come, we 
ad at attention and as we salute 
the old gentleman, we unite with 
‘at your service, Uncle Sam!” 
* ¢ *& 


ADDITIONAL restrictions placed 
on us only last week in the way 
f still further curtailing produc- 
tion and forbidding the sale of new 
tires for an 11-day period may make 
w yell “ouch,” but we can stand it, 
I guess. It could be worse, as we 

learn later on. I’m particu- 
larly surprised at the tire ban, but 
after thinking it over I can under- 
gand why Washington feels that 
‘an ounce of prevention is worth 
s pound of cure.” In other words, 
while we have plenty of rubber in 
sock at the present time, Mars 
may make rubber a scarce mate- 
fal. The ban will stop the scared 
would-be hoarders. 

To me it seems that rubber is 
wr Achilles heel, for without tires 
whicles would be useless. Germany 
fund this out in the other war 
vhen it attempted to operate cars 
vith iron tires and other substi- 
tutes. Which brings to mind that 
loved Benjamin Franklin wrote 
in his Poor Richard’s Almanac: 


for the want of a nail the shoe 
was lost; 

for the want of a shoe the horse 
was lost; 

For the want of a horse the rider 
was lost; 

For the want of a rider the battle 
was lost; 

For the want of a battle the king- 
dom was lost; 

And all for the want of a horse- 
shoe lost.” 

Do you get the analogy? 

¢* + 


Y a couple of months back, 
when I attended the first re- 
mion of cycling’s racing cham- 
tions of the Gay Nineties in Chi- 
tago, I saw Walter Sanger for the 
frst time in 45 years. Last week I 
neeived the sad news of his death 
Milwaukee, his home town. At 
tat reunion of the old speed mer- 
ts I was greatly shocked at 
the changes time had wrought in 
Walter. The Badger giant, the 200- 
pounder, physically perfect when 
was winning international 
ttmpionships in those gay nine- 
ties, had shriveled into a tired old 
man, baldish, wrinkled and stoop- 
thouldered. I felt then that I was 
g at him for the last time. 


To those of the present genera- 
e@ name Sanger does not 

tean much, but in my kid days 
"hen I was editor of Bearings, the 
& cycling publication of the 

» and also Illinois handicapper 

' League of American Wheel- 
sten, he was one of my heroes. 
was the only champion to have 


know eake of bicycle named after him— 


s not 


nger, a featherweight “wheel.” 
t the peerless Arthur Zimmer- 


ts buthee who was our champion at the 
uthor-) ’ 58d gone to England and 


for | Ps 
r or Pittsburgh Car Show 
efense 4 
itomo-|,-“TTSBURGH—(UTPS) — All 

farm) qre'ts from exhibitors indicate 

vision th 

al 
simiae here in Hunt Armory Nov. 
g the! ye, Was an outstanding success 
xk (less) Publi 
grams.” 
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Results Cheer Dealers 


e Pittsburgh Automobile 
W and Defense Exposition 


)*m the standpoint of sales and 
: ¢ interest. 

~ General admissions were in- 
d 14 percent over last 


(Continued from Page 1) 





won international racin 

this Sanger followed in to oe 
under the guidance of Charley 
Culver, now an automobile dealer 
in Springfield, Mass., and dupli- 
cated Zim’s performances by win- 
ning all their championships in 
the short distance events on the 
European continent. Zim and 
Sanger in cycling did what golf- 
ing’s Bobby Jones did in later 
years—grand-slammed everything. 
In that era American bicycle cham- 
Pions included, with the pair 
named, Eddie Bald, Johnny John- 
son, Willie Windle, Arthur Gardi- 
ner, Earl Kiser, Alec Kennedy, 
Johnny Fisher and others, many of 
whom later went into the automo- 
bile business. 

* ¢ @ 


go ae was another 
: me cyclist who 

into the automobile iniuslty. At one 
time he was New York correspon- 
dent of Bearings. Today he is ad- 
visory vice-president of the Auto- 
mobile Manufacturers Assn. In 
that capacity he attended the 
luncheon of the Automobile Club 
of Maryland, held in Baltimore, 
as the guest speaker. Al, too, 
likes to reminisce, and after he 
got through the serious part of his 
speech, talking on what the auto- 
motive industry has done to arm 
the nation, he did a little “looking 
backward” into the past. He set up 
as landmarks of automobile history 
the following: 


Charles E. Duryea’s start of the 
automobile industry with his build- 
ing at Springfield, Mass. of the 
first American car, with which his 
brother, J. Frank Duryea, won the 
first automobile road race held in 
Chicago. 

A six-cylinder Franklin car with 
three passengers covering 82 miles 
on a gallon of gasoline, running 
both ways on the road from New 
Haven to Milford in Connecticut 
24 years ago under the observance 
of Prof. Lockwood of Yale univer- 
sity. It was the third time that 
more than 80 miles had been made 
on what is known as “momentum 
driving.” ‘ 

Henry Ford’s creation of the 
world’s one-mile record—39 4/5 
seconds, made on the ice at Lake 
St. Clair near Detroit, with the 
“999,” in which Barney Oldfield later 
covered the Empire Track mile 
circuit in less than a minute. This 
record was later erased by Wil- 
liam K. Vanderbilt jr., in his Mer- 
cedes when he traveled the dis- 
tance at Ormond Beach in a flat 
39 seconds. 

First two-miles-a-minute speed 
was by Fred Mariott in a Stanley 
steamer at Ormond, with the rec- 
ord now at a _ six-mile-a-minute 
rate, or 525 feet a second, made on 
the Utah Salt Flats by Capt. Eys- 
ton of England. 

The Mt. Washington (N. H.) hill 
climb with the motor of the win- 
ning car packed in ice to keep it 
from overheating. 

Orphan’s Day promoted by W. J. 
Morgan in New York that devel- 
oped nationwide to the enjoyment 
of orphan children everywhere. 

The Vanderbilt Cup road race 
first won by Heath—an American 
resident of Paris, driving a French 
car, with latter-day honors to the 
American Locomobile, piloted by 
George H. Robertson. Great crowds 
when the race on Long Island was 
started at daybreak but with the 
interest dying after it became more 
regular and started at 10 in the 

rning. 
mrirst. Glidden Tour reliability 
contest in 1904 won by a Pierce- 
Arrow. In this contest there was a 
point penalty for each minute lost 
making repairs or for failure to 
arrive on schedule. 

The statement by W. C. Durant, 
former head of General Motors, 
who has just celebrated his 80th 
birthday, that America would some 
day produce one million cars a year 
made at a time when production 
was 275,000. Later the Ford com- 
pany alone made two million — 
in a year while total production - 
the industry has run as high as ‘ 
000,000 with total production 0 
85,000,000 cars and trucks in 41 


years. — 


REEVES quoted many of the slo- 


gans that were in use in advertis- 
ing the earlier cars, along with cri- 
tical and humorous letters that 
were received by some of the man- 
ufacturers. Included among the slo- 
gans were: 

“No Noise But the 
American. 

“Nothing to Watch But the 
Road”—Oldsmobile. 

“Laughs at Hills and Rides Like 
a Yacht”—Ford Model F. 

“The Car Without a Crank’— 
Harrison. 

“Silent As the Foot of Time”’— 
Mitchell. 

“Goes the Route Like Coasting 
Down Hill’—Winton. 

“Silent As the Stars’—Northern. 

“The Car Beautiful”—Franklin. 

“No Hill too Steep; No Sand too 
Deep”—Jackson. 

“The Car With a Conscience’— 
Oakland. 

“Rides Like a Pullman—Pulls 
Like a Locomotive”—Auburn. 

“The Car of a Thousand Speeds” 
—Owen Magnetic. 

“He Who Looks Before He Leaps, 
Buys a Blair and Buys for Keeps.” 


Wind’— 


Ohituaries— 


Marr, Pioneer 


Engine Builder, 
Is Dead at 76 


CHATTANOOGA, Tenn.—Walter 
L. Marr, 76, first chief engineer of 
the Buick Motor Co., and origi- 
nator of the valve-in-head engine 
design, died last Thursday 


Mr. Marr was best known for 
his development of the valve-in- 
head engine. He brought to the 
early motor industry unusual broad 
mechanical knowledge and _ skill 
and was one of the first to intro- 
duce jump spark ignition, left hand 
drive and other fundamental fea- 
tures of modern motors. He ranked 
among the highest in number of 
automobile patents. 

He began his gasoline engineer- 
ing work by building a _ single- 
cylinder engine designed for hot 
tube ignition and water cooling. 
Experiments with different car- 
buretion methods and other de- 
tails of that engine were useful 
when Mr. Marr introduced gaso- 
line power into his bicycle factory 
in Detroit. In 1898 he produced a 
four-cylinder gasoline motor- 
driven wagon entirely of his own 
design. The motor was later manu- 
factured for automobiles by a 
Buffalo concern. 

His next contribution was a mo- 
tor driven tricycle in 1899 and then 
assistance in the first Buick ex- 
periments in 1901. He worked for 
David Buick at different times in 
Detroit but their mutual quick 
tempers caused frequent partings. 
During one of these separations 
Mr. Marr worked on the first two 
1901 Oldsmobile curved dash run- 
abouts. Another time he developed 
his own Marr Autocar which was 
exhibited at the Chicago automo- 
bile show in the spring of 1903, 
but never got into satisfactory 
production. 

By May 27, 1904 a two-cylinder 
valve-in-head engine had been per- 
fected and completed and apparent- 
ly substituted for the first engine 
in the Detroit-built car. It is a 
coincidence that Mr. Marr’s death 
occurred on the 40th anniversary 
of the granting of his patent on 
the Buick valve-in-head engine. 

* * *& 


Jesse B. Newman 


SPRINGFIELD, Ill.—Jesse B. New- 
man, 57 years old, president of New- 
man Brothers, Inc., who had been en- 
gaged in the automobile sales field in 
Springfield for the last 15 years, died 
Dec. 6. He had taken an active part in 
the affairs of the Springfield Auto 
Dealers Assn. His widow and one 
daughter survive. 

*2. 8 


Hart O. Berg 


NEW YORK.—Hart O. Berg, 76, in- 
ternationally prominent engineer who 
pioneered in the manufacture of auto- 


mobiles, machine ns, submarines 
and airplanes, died Dec. 9 in Doctors 
Hospital here. As chief engineer for 


the Clement-Bayard interests of 
France, Mr. Berg at the turn of the 
centu built the first large automo- 
bile plant in Paris. Returning to this 
country a few years later, he organ- 
ized the Berg Automobile Co. and pro- 
duced one of America’s first large four- 
cylinder cars. 
* ¢ * 


James A. Wales 


MONTREAL. — James A. Wales, 45, 
president of McColl-Frontenac Oil Co., 
Ltd. and McColl Bros., Ltd., Toronto, 
died last week in the Montreal General 
Hospital. 





Now and Then... 





HERBERT A. YAN 


TREVELL 
(No. 19 in this series) 





RECENT CHANGES in executive control of the Olds Motor Works 
have brought into the limelight Herbert A. Trevellyan. With Sherrod B. 
Skinner still sitting in the chair of the general manager and charged 
with the double duty of continuing the manufacture of automobiles and 


building war. materials for Uncle Sam, he has calle 


d on his former 


general sales manager, David E. Ralston, to take over as manager of 
Oldsmobile’s automobile operations, with R. E. Griffin in charge of 
the defense work. . .. Which brought into the limelight this week’s 


personality, Herbert A. Trevellyan, who now is general 


the title formerly held by Ralston. 


sales manager, 


If you look at Trevellyan’s left coat sleeve where he wears his service 
stripes, you will note he has been working for Oldsmobile since 1919... . 
Came out of the Army that year after serving as a buck private in the 
252nd Aviation Squadron at Payne Field in Mississippi during World 


War I. He hooked on with the Illinois Olds Co. as sales and 


service 


representative in Chicago. . .. Remained with this Chicago distributor 
until 1922, retiring from the job of parts manager and sales representa- 
tive to join the factory forces in 1925... . First he was sales repre- 
sentative, then assistant zone manager, zone manager and Chicago re- 
gional manager. In the period BOP was in charge of Buick, Olds and 


Pontiac sales, Trevellyan was regional manager in Chicago... 


- With 


the breaking up of that combination, Dave Ralston made him assistant 
general sales manager in charge of the West in 1933, which job he held 
until a few weeks ago he donned the toga shed by Ralston. Photo data: 
Left, Olds’ new general sales manager; right, same feller in 1928 when 


he was zone manager in Chicago. 


Makers Pledge Cooperation 





(Continued from Page 1) 


year, in response to the call of 
government, the makers of cars 
and trucks have been engaged in 
creating vast capacities for the 
production of airplanes, tanks, 
guns and other armaments. Al- 
ready the flow of weapons from 
our assembly lines has begun, 
and the volume will reach tre- 
mendous proportions as the war 
goes on. 

“Equally certain is the fact 
that nothing will be permitted to 
stand in the way of all-out arma- 
ment output. In saying this I am 
confident that I speak not only 
for the manufacturers of motor 
vehicles, whose resources are un- 
reservedly pledged to the coun- 
try’s emergency needs, but also 
for all Americans everywhere 
who are associated with the pro- 
duction, distribution and use of 
cars and trucks. 

“Hardships and sacrifice are 
in prospect. The diversion of ma- 
terials and facilities to the in- 
creasing requirements of war al- 
ready has resulted in govern- 
ment curtailment of civilian out- 
put, and much severe dislocation 
is inevitable. Manufacturers will 
do everything they can, consist- 
ent with the war program, to 
minimize the strain and lighten 
burdens, both as to their own 
employes and among distributor 
and dealer organizations, but the 


outlook in this regard is not 
presently foreseeable. 

“Next, we can be sure that the 
motor vehicles we have built and 
sold in the United States will be 
called upon to perform a trans- 
portation job of enormous size 
and significance. Even during 
Peace time, as surveys now show, 
the private passenger car was 
doing primarily an economic job 
for millions of farmers, in- 
dustrial workers and other 
groups in the country. More 
than half of the automobile mile- 
age and three-fourths of its 
trips were for driving to work 
and other necessity travel. 

“In war time, with production 
geared to highest possible levels, 
the efficiency of this rolling 
stock will become extremely im- 
portant. The task of keeping it 
in operation will be made more 
difficult than usual because of 
the reduced volume of new cars 
which normally replace those 
worn out and scrapped. 

“The responsibility for keeping 
the passenger car and truck 
fleets functioning rests primarily 
with the individual owners of the 
vehicles. But sales and service 
organizations in the field, as- 
sisted to the fullest extent pos- 
sible by the manufacturers, will 
share the responsibility through 
demand for adequate repair and 
eseepatite services for all ve- 

cles.” 
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In the Thick of it THEN AND NOW 


Dodge continues to absorb all of your 
defense assignments and to make 
delivery to your Government promptly 
on schedule... Buyers of new Dodge 
motorcars or trucks actually assist 
in the maintenance of this vast and 
essential production system for 
National Defense. 


TALK ABOUT PROOF OF PERFORM- 
ANCE! Here’s an All-American 
record that takes some of the guess- 
work out of economy and stamps 
Dodge the champion in its class. 


720 NEW DODGES — 600 DIFFERENT 
CITIES= 77,747 MILES 
(The Perfect Test that Gave the Whole Truth) 


Yes, on signal, they all went out 
on the same day; each covered one 
hundred miles of normal driving; 
they travelled a combined distance 
equal to three times around the 
world; they met with all kinds 
of driving and weather conditions; 
they used ordinary standard fuel; 
they carried witnesses with them 
who swore out affidavits afterwards. 





THE GRAND NEWS...THE 
GRAND AVERAGE 


The grand national average was 
21.6 miles to the gallon. All the 
individual records clustered some- 
where around that figure, and the 
affidavits are, of course, all open 
to your inspection. 


There’s nothing new in this to 
the people who already know the 
new 1942 Dodge, with its ALL-FLUID 
DRIVE, and its POWER-FLOW 
ENGINE. But it is the kind of proof 
that all current buyers of motor- 
cars are entitled to. It’s the most 
complete demonstration, and the 
most reliable evidence we know of. 


4 


SSE EH 
jsp ee ee 


2° eR Es 


~— @ 


gcd gees: 





Awl 


; 








America’s Only Weekly Automotive Trade Paper 


lomumdiue Ne 


The Newspaper of the Industry 









Commercial Car News 
' Section, Pages 7-13 





WUE 





Vol. 17, No. 2699-2700 


DETROIT, DECEMBER 22-29, 1941 


$4 Per Year, 15¢ Per Copy 





Strict Tire Rationin 


Light- 
Sparks 


No Gilmore Run 
No Soap Box Derby 
Sherman Was Right: 
‘War Is Hell’ 











By 
Chris Sinsabaugh 





IT hadn’t been for the Japs 
touching off the bombs that 
brought us into this all-out war 
ifficially, the next “Sparks” col- 
wn would have carried a Los 
Angeles dateline and I would have 
been celebrating my 70th birthday 
in that city, incidental to the real 
on for a trip to California. I 
was to have made the trip to 
referee for the fourth time the an- 
wal Gilmore economy run _ to 
Grand Canyon on Jan. 8. But I 
have cancelled my reservations, for 
thre haint goin’ to be any contest 
that date. 
After hearing of the transfer of 
he Rose Bow] football game from 
las Angeles to Durham, N. C., I 
gan to “hae me doots” about 
the Gilmore run. Those fears were 
confirmed as I started to write this 
olumn by a telegram from Johnny 
veiser, who wired that— 
‘The Gilmore Oil Co. has reached 
he decision to postpone the Grand 
Canyon run because it sincerely 
ls that all energies should be 
to winning the war. If 
hings calm down somewhat and 
utomobile production should get 
tk to anywhere near normal 
t r in 1942, we will stage the con- 


oteq 


* * 8 


THERE GOES a chance to wear 
2 official’s badge and look im- 
irtant. The blow comes on top of 
me receipt of a letter from C. P. 
ten, major domo of the Chev- 
Soap Box Derby champion- 

ip at Akron. I have served as a 
wearer of every one of the 

id classics since it was inaugur- 
ted at Dayton in 1934, the only 
l@ on my committee who has that 
of a service record. I had 

@ expected the bad news Fisken 
ed along in his letter, but still 
was - jolt. In official language, 


Wrote: 
‘Because of conditions now pre- 
‘ling it has been decided to sus- 
"ud the Soap Box Derby for 1942. 
¢ will review the matter again 
s the fall of 1942, and if con- 
ons at that time warrant we 
i, with your cooperation, resume 
2 gteat boys’ activity. 
» © Tegret, like everyone else, 
“ hecessity for this decision but 
are sure that the reasons are 
ttectly obvious to you—first, the 
gency at hand will require 
 *Nergies of every one of us to 
"g it to a successful conclusion; 
whd, the inability of the wheel 
(See SPARKS, Page 19, Col. 1) 
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ruck Output is Likely to Cease 


Allocation Due 
On All Trucks 


For Civilians 
Future Car Production 


Will Be Decided at 
Jan. 15 Meeting 


DETROIT. — With Febru- 
ary production quotas for the 
automotive industry thrown 
out the window, it was un- 


Officially predicted at the 
Office of Production Management 
in Washington last week that light 
truck manufacture for civilian use 
will come to a full stop Feb. 1. 


OPM officials are still working 
on a revision of the February quo- 
tas for new automobiles which 
were announced Nov. 19 and which 
the onset of war with the Axis 
quickly discarded, but it is indi- 
cated that final decision will be 
made at an all-industry meeting 
Jan. 15. There unquestionably will 
be a most drastic slash in new car 
production but all indications are 
that output will not be halted en- 


A RN SN 
Possible effects of the proposed 
rationing of trucks are discussed 
in detail in today’s truck section 

on page 7. 


tirely, at least not for a few 
months. 

In regard to the cut, a great deal 
will depend on the ability of the 
industry to switch its labor to di- 

(See OUTPUT, Page 19, Col. 1) 


Motor Industry’s 
First Bomber 
Ready Jan. 1 


DETROIT.—The first U. S. Army 
bomber, to be built from parts fab- 
ricated by the automotive industry, 
will be turned out shortly after Jan. 
1, the Office of Production Man- 
agement announced last week. 

This first bomber will roll off the 
production line of the new $11,000,- 
000 bomber plant in Kansas City, 
which was built and partly equip- 
ped by the government and man- 
aged by North American Aviation 
Co. 


The new plant will turn out two- 
engine B-25 bombers, with sub- 
assemblies such as wing, tail and 
other parts, being made in the 
Fisher Body plant at Detroit and 

mphis. . 
Teoh, OPM os, — is 

ng speeded on other bomber 
— at Tulsa, Fort Worth, 
Omaha, and Willow Run, Mich., 
with mass — scheduled to 

i xt s g. 
i ‘Sar plant will assemble 
four - engine Consolidated B-24 
bombers, for which parts will be 
furnished by the Ford Motor Co. 
Ford also will fabricate parts ed 
the B-24’s to be assembled at t . 
Fort Worth yan and at the For 

Willow Run. 

PiThe Coeyeler and Goodyear — 
panies will supply parts ~ e 
Omaha plant which will pro - 
two-engine Martin bombers - er 
management of the Glenn L. Mar- 


tin Aircraft Co. 








News Roundup... 


TIRES—Ban on tire sales extended to Jan. 4, while 


overnment works 


out details of strict rationing plan. Civilian tire production ig be 


cut 80 percent, with 
story on page 1. 
NEW CARS—All-industry meetin 


of new cars; likely that output after Feb. 1 


tires rationed to consumers by state 


Jan. 15 to decide future production 
will be reduced to trickle 


but not wiped — of cars to dealers and consumers likely. 


See stories on page 1. 


TRUCKS—Light-truck production expected to be halted entirely after 
Feb. 1; 7a of trucks to consumers believed near. See stories on 


page 1 and page 


PARTS—Adequate supply of replacement 


being at least, with government ready to extend Devon Dec. 31 


priority rating of pa: 


seems assured for time 
the A-1 


makers. See story on page 16. 


PRICES—OPA expected to release formula for new-car price ceilings 
this week; compromise formula, allowing mark-up on both freight and 
list price, is expected. See story on page 1. 


SERVICE—“‘Service only salvation,’’ dealers warned, 
page 3). Dispatcher system pays dividends to California dealer, (see 
story on page 16). Pontiac dealers offer new service program. See sto 


kin; 


on page 1. 


USED CARS—Government is wor 


car prices, (see story on page 1) 
story on page 16. 


(see story on 
ry 


out details on ceiling for used 
icago stocks rise sharply. See 


SE—Extra $10,500,000,000 voted for war production, (see story 


DEFEN; 
on page 14). First 


on page 6). Plan ma 
at conserving cars an 


be pattern for anticipated 
tires, not necessarily gasoline. 


bomber, assembled from parts built by automobile 
makers, will be turned out shortly after Jan. 1. See 


GASOLINE—Canada to start rationing of 


story on page 1. 
gasoline Apr. 1, (see story 
. S. program, aimed 





Compromise Formula Seen 
For New-Car Price Peg 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Managing Editor 

DETROIT.—Still convinced of 
the need for ceilings over both new 
and used car -prices, federal gov- 
ernment officials late Friday were 
polishing up details of a formula 
for new car prices, with the likeli- 
hood it would be announced early 
this week. According to informed 
sources, the compromise formula 
will include: 

A 16% percent freight markup, 
plus a 4 percent list price markup. 
(One of the original price formulas 
called for a 33% percent freight 
markup and 3 percent on list; the 
other called for actual freight 
charges, plus 5 percent markup on 
combined list and freight charge). 

Other highlights of the week: 

OPA continued work on a for- 

mula for used-car price sched- 
ules. The schedules, it was under- 
stood, would not be announced 
through OPA but would have that 
agency’s sanction. 
> Many car makers will reduce 

their multiple offerings to one 
line after Jan. 1; there'll also be 
no designation for “chrome-less” 
cars. 

Due to the additional curtail- 

ment of December production, 


The Top Ten 


PASSENGER CARS 
First Ten in Registrations Re- 
ported in Automotive News Today: 


1941 1940 
Pos. Make Pos. 
1—822,486 Chevrolet 719,145— 1 
2—558,442 Ford 459,978— 2 
$—421,272 Plymouth 378,524— $8 
4—282,517 Buick 249,366— 4 
196,008— 5 
166,773— 7 
669,708— 6 
82,448— 9 


5—263,284 Pontiac 
6—211,918 Olds 
7—198,761 Dodge 
8—133,924 Chrysler 
9—103,476 Studebaker 88,365— 8 


10— 84,535 De Soto 60,929—13 
Total All Makes 
3,453,061 2,891,677 
For complete standing of all 
makes, see Page 15, this issue. 


makers will be allowed to use, in 
January, the chrome items which 
already had been fabricated for 
use on their original allotment of 
cars for December. After that time, 
any remaining chrome items may 
be used only if they are treated 


with acid or sand-blasting. 


In the works for use when car 
output is reduced to a trickle, 


probably in February or March, 
are two government allocation pro- 
grams: one for allocating the 
diminished supply of new cars to 
dealers, the other for rationing 
cars to consumers. It’s likely the 
same state boards, now being set 
up to handle allocation of tires, 
will be used for these. anticipated 
allocation plans. 

To further conserve both cars 

and tires, the government has 
under consideration a plan for al- 

(See DEALERS, Page 19, Col. 5) 


Civilian Output 
Of Tires to 
Slashed 80% 


Emergency Uses Get 
Preference; Boards 
Being Set Up 


WASHINGTON.—With the 
ban on retail tire sales ex- 
tended to Jan. 4, the federal 
government proceeded last 
week on details of a strict 
rationing program under which 
civilian tire output will be cut 80 
percent and tire sales would be 
limited to emergency uses. 


Leon Henderson, declaring that 
for the present, tire sales to mo- 


BULLETIN 





torists will be “virtually pro- 
hibited,” stated that rubber is the 
key to future new-car production 
and that a meeting Jan. 15 will de- 
cide whether the motor industry 
will be able to produce any new 
cars after Feb. 1. 

While it is considered improbable 
that new-car production will be 
wiped out altogether, there is every 
indication that output will be 
trimmed to a trickle for the next 
few months, at least. After that 
time it is possible, provided war 
conditions warrant, that new-car 
production may be stepped up 

(Continued on Page 14, Col. 8) 


‘Service as Needed’ Plan 
Launched by Pontiac 


PONTIAC.—The first of the year 
will usher in “Prescribed Service,” 
a new streamlined service plan for 
Pontiac owners and_ dealers 
throughout the country. 

Under Prescribed Service the 
traditional method of basing serv- 
ice on car-mileage will be replaced 
by what Pontiac sales and service 
heads believe is a more practical 
plan of service based on the needs 
of each particular Pontiac car. 

For more than a year Pontiac’s 
general service manager, L. K. 
Marshall, and his staff have been 
developing this plan which they 
believe will fill the needs of both 
owners and dealers better than 
anything yet suggested. 

“In recent years more than 50 
percent of new-car buyers in the 
industry have been lost, by the end 
of the first year, to the dealers 


who sold the cars,” said Marshall. 
“Prescribed Service has been de- 
signed especially to help dealers 
keep their owners as service cus- 
tomers. 

“With Pontiac’s new Prescribed 
Service, dealer-service will no long- 
er be a luxury which many car 
owners can’t afford. Prescribed 
Service is entirely individualized 
for each car. It is based on driv- 
ing conditions and the driving 
habits of each owner. Prescribed 


Service will cost the ave Pon- 
(Continued on Page 16, Col. 8) 


Next Issue Jan. 5 


Due to the holidays, Automo- 
tive News has combined the 


issues of Dec. 22 and Dec. 29. 
The next issue will be 
Jan. 5. See box on Page 4. 








